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in the slightest degree, interfere with the effi- 
ciency of the public service. 

Whilst I regard it my duty to cut off all un- 
necessary appropriations, and to retrench all un- 
necessary expenditures, I have felt that the knife 
of reform should be so applied as not to touch 
the heart’s blood of the country. Let us not, in 
our indiscriminate zeal, impair those institutions 
which are essential to the national defense. I 
hold that the national armories belong to this lat- 
ter class. Why, sir, every State in this Union 
is interested directly in the results of our national 
armories. The arms are made there for distribu- 
tion tothe Army and the militia of the States and 
Territories. It is nota sectional institution; one 
armory is located in the North, and the other in 
the South. Every State in the Union has a right 
to call upon the Federal Government for its sup- 
ply of arms. Let me tell the gentlemen that they 
are not content to receive the old muskets; but 
they demand of the Secretary of War, as they 
have the right todo, the improvedarm. Already 
five thousand of the improved arm have been dis- 
tributed to the States; and they are clamorous 
for more. 
Military Affairs we have petition upon petition, 


from all parts of the United States, to increase || 


the arms amongst the militia; and there are ap- 
plications that the Jaw shall be so changed as to 
authorize the States to purchase this arm from 
the Federal Government. The arm now manu-' 
factured at our national armories is the most per- 
fect weapon of war now anywhere in use. There 
are none to excel itin the European service. And 
how has that great object of perfection been at- 
tained? By the subdivision of labor; there being 
not less than three hundred and fifty operations 
to be performed in the manufacture of a perfect 
gun. Each operative acquires peculiar skill by 
exclusive attention to a particular branch. 

Let gentlemen recollect the events which last 
year took place inthe northwest. In the month 
of May, Colonel Steptoe was defeated by the In- 
dian force which had collected there against him, 
and prominently amongst the causes was the de- 
fective character of the arm. He had a portion 
of his troops armed with the old musketoon. But 
when, six months after, Colonel Wright met this 
same foe at the battle of the Four Lakes and Spo- 
kane plain—his command being armed with the 
long range rifle—peace was promptly conquered 
in the course of a few weeks with immense loss 
to the enemy and without the loss of a single 
soldier kille 
range of our rifle and the inadequacy of their arm 
to cope with it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I would ask the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, by whom that weapon was 
made—whether it was made at the armory or by 
private manufacturers? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I take it for granted they 
were manufactured at the national armories, 
where such guns, I believe, are alone made. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BOWIE. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For the building and armament of a fort, to be made at 
some point on the Patuxent river, to be selected by the Sec- 
retary of War, $200,000. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is that amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will have to 
decide the amendment out of order. 

The question was taken’on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Surru of Illinois, and it was rejected. 


Mr. BOWIE. I move to increase the appro- 
priation $200,000. Mr. Chairman, when I look 
around this magnificent Capitol of the United 
States, which has cost above six million dollars; 
when I look around and see the other immense 
public buildings of the Federal Government, and 
when I call to recollection the fact that the only 
point oF aan the British could have reached this 
Capitol in the war of 1812, was by the Patuxent 
river, 1 am impressed with the great necessity of 
erecting fortifications todefend that pointofattack. 
Look at the Old World. Look at London, Paris, 
St. Petersburgh, and all the capitals of the Old 
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World, how the are defended, how they are armed 
with forts and fortifications, bristling with guns 
and bayonets. 


marched to it, and destroyed it. And they can do 
| it again, sir, unless you erect fortifications on the 
| Patuxent. Their small sloops, carrying hundreds 
| of thousands of soldiers, can run up the river. 
They know the depths of the channels. 
know that there is a depth of water there sufficient 
to float the navy of any nation onearth. If we 
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But you have not a single gun to | 
| defend this Capitol. I know there is Fort Wash- || 
ington on the Potomac; but the British came the | 
| back way, (laughter,] up the Patuxent river, and | 
landed within twenty-five miles of. the Capitol, || 








exclude from the bill everything that could not be 
offered as an amendment to it. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The two armories 
are established by law, and this is merely an 
appropriation to keep up those establishments 
authorized by law. 

Mr. SEWARD. There are other appropria- 


|| tions in the bill for the repair of machinery at the 


|| armories, and it does not follow that we are com- 
{ 


pelled to keep up the manufacture of arms because 


| armories have been established. 


They || 
_ment of the gentleman from 


| should get into a war on the Cuba question, with || 


| England, or France, or Spain, I want to avoid the 
| danger from this quarter. I hate war, but if it 
does come, I say you must protect this Capitol. 


| Instead of having forts and fortifications all down | 


along the Gulf, you must have them here. I ask 

any member what is there to protect this city from 
anattack? There is nothing; but you are bound 

| to provide defenses for it. I do not know that you 

can defend it better than by placing a fort at the 
precise point where the landing was effected be- 

| fore. 

I therefore desire, Mr. Chairman, that some 

| movement may be made, by which we can, at 

| least, protect the seat of Government. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. Bowr1g’s amendment was rejected. 


| Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. 1 would like to cor- 





|| rect an error into which I think the chairman of 
|| the Committee on Military Affairs has fallen. 1 
| asked him where the improved arms were man- || 


| ufactured, whether atthe national armories or by 


| stood him, at the armories. 
| from the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Ar- 
| NOLD,] that the arms that did such execution at the 


Mr. CHAFFEE. I am opposed to the amend- 
eorgia, and I pro- 
pen to give my reasons briefly. The question 

as been asked here, and pertinently asked, by 


| the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Sarru,] by 


whom were the .mprovements in the arms intended 
to be manufactured in the national armories made? 
whether they were made at the national armories 


or by private individuals? Sir, it gives me great 


pleasure to assure the gentleman that all those im- 
provements have been made by the mechanics and 
artisans of the armories of the United States. Sir, 
| 1 do not wish to detract one iota from the inven- 
tions of Sharpe, and Colt, or any other man. 


| speak of the arms manufactured at the armories 


of the United States, and I say that the improve- — 
ments of those arms have been conceived and ex- 


'ecuted by the mechanics and artisans of those 
| institutions, and by nobody else. More than that, 
|| sir, all the machinery in those armories has been 


| invented and put in operation by the mechanics 
and artisans of those institutions. Ay, sir, and 
more than that, I say here; and I call upon this 
House and the country to witness what I say, 


|| that the armories of England and of Russia have 


| private manufacturers, and he replied, as I under- || 
Now, I understand. || 


| battle of the Four Lakes, under Captain Wright’s | 


| command, were manufactured at Sharpe’s man- 
| ufactory, at Hartford, Connecticut, and I believe 
| he will find that all or nearly all the improve- 
| ments in arms have emanated from individual 
mechanics and manufacturers. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to strike out the whole 
clause, as follows: 





or wounded, because of the great- 


For the manufacture of arms at the national armories, 
| 250,000. 

I make the motion for the purpose of present- 
| ing a question of order in relation to the para- 
graph. Under the rules of the House, an indi- 
vidual member could not offer that clause as an 
amendment to the bill, because it is not provided 
for by existing law. The Chair ruled out an 
amendment to-day to provide for the expenses 
of the Florida war, which weré really incurred 
under existing law. But, because the Committee 
on Ways and Means have inserted this in the 
bill, I suppose it is to be considered in order. 
want to know howit is that I and other members 
are restricted from offering amendments of this 
sort, when the Committee of Ways and Means 
themselves can put them in their bills? Now, 





Ways and Means where there is any law au- 


_ufacture of arms? The law does not contemplate 
‘such a thing, and therefore the provision has no 
business in this bill. I make the point of order 
in good faith, because I want the House to de- 
termine what peculiar privileges the Committee 





strike out the clause so that we may have a vote 
upon it in any event; but { would prefer that the 
Chair'should decide the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair feels incom- 
petent to decide the question of order as not being 
referable to him, the bill having been referred by 
the House to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not complain of the de- 
cision of the Chair. J think it is right. But I 


thorizing the appropriation of money for the man- | 


| 
| 


| 


— 


| 


| 
| 


I should like to know from the Committee of | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


of Ways and Means have over and above indi- | 
| vidual members of this House. Ihave moved to | 





‘think the House ought to vindicate itself, and ' 


| been copied exactly from our armories at Spring- 
Harper’s Ferry, and now France is de- 
bating the establishment of a similar institution. 
Ay, and more still: the present superintendent of 
the Enfield armory, near London, where they are 
now manufacturing six thousand Minie muskets 
per month, or seventy-two thousand per annum, is 
the late master-armorer of the Harper’s Ferry 
|armory. Ay, more than that, sir: England is so 


| field an 


|| enamored of the Minie muskets, and our method 


of manufacture, made first in this country at our 


|| national armories, that she has recently ordered 
|| from this country machinery that will enable her, 
|| when she receives the same, to manufacture one 


hundred and forty-four thousand per annum. 
More than this; she is now manufacturing, by 
private contract, about as many more of this arm; 
altogether, nearly three hundred thousand Minie 
muskets per annum. And whois the man who 
has been sent for from this country and placed at 
the head of the private contract system in Eng- 
land, at a salary of £1,500 a year, with quarters, 
and fuel, and all his expenses paid? Why, sir, he 
is no other than one of the laboring mechanics at 
the Springfield armory, who left the employment 
of the United States at a salary of $1 75 a day. 
And that is the class of men that is attempted to 
be stricken down by this miserable system of 
economy; men who, by their education and manly 
bearing, and everything that contributes to make 
the gentleman, are fitted to fill seats in this Hall, 
or any other position in the country. Ay, who 
is it that has made these inventions? I answer, 
triumphantly, they have been made by the-artisans 
and mechanics in the national armories. 

| One fact further. The present master machin- 
| ist of the armory at Springfield was offered the 
| position in,a private armory, with a salary of 
$5,000 per annum. He refused it, and now lives 
upon three dollars per day at the national armory 
at Springfield—an old man, who has spent thirty 
years of his manhood in the service of his coun- 
try, and who, by the reduction made in this bill, 
will be deprived of employment. 

{Here the hammer en} 

Mr. FAULKNER. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Military Affairs to move to in- 
crease the amount for the manufacture of arms at 
the national armories, from $250,000 to $400,000, 
which was the original estimate. 

Mr.GARN . [rise to a question of order, 











an 





when the committee or House have refused to 
strike out a certain paragraph, it is no longer in 
order to further amend that paragraph. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the || 


amendment is in order under the 53d rule, which 
is as follows: 
** A motion to strike out and insert shall be deemed indi- 


Visibie— December 23, 1811; but a motion to strike out being || 


lost, shall preclude neither amendment nor @ motion to 
sirike out and insert.—March 13, 1622.” 


Mr. FAULKNER. 


I am instructed by the 


Committee on Military Affairs to move to restore | 
the original estimate of the Department for the 


manufacture of arms, which is $400,000. The 


tary service, in points where the public service will 
not be injured by such retrenchment; but they 
believed that the public service will be injured by 
@ concurrence in the action of the Committee of 


Ways and Means cutting down the original es- || 


timates of the ordnance bureau to $250,000. The 
Government has already gone to great expense 


in constructing these great national workshops, | 


and in procuring all the necessary machinery for 
the manufacture of arms; and the committee could 
not perceive that any end of economy would be 

romoted by striking off any portion of the money 
for the manufacture of arms. They concurred 
with the action of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, sofaras they reduced the amount designed 
for the repairs and improvements of the national 
armories; but so far as they sought to reduce the 
sum appropriated for the manufacture of arms, 
they departed from the judgment of that commit- 
tee. e could see no economy in it, because, as 
1 have said, all the buildings, machinery, and 
everything requisite for the full operation of those 
national establishments, is ready, and fifteen thou- 
sand arms can be manufactured almost as cheaply 
as tenthousand. There is, therefore, no end of 
economy 


mittee of Ways and Means. 


The question was raised by the gentleman from | 


Illinois, [Mr. Smiru,] as to the particular arm 
which did such effective and important service 
recently in the Northwest. By referring to the offi- 


cial report of Colonel Wright of the battle of the | 


Four Lakes, the gentleman will find that he says, 


gratification to pest that he did not lose a single 
man, either killed or wounded; attributable, in a 


great measure, to the fact that our long-range | 
rifles reached the enemy where he could not | 


reach our troops. 
Mr. SMIT 
state what those arms were? 


Mr. FAULKNER. Every officer of the Army | 


knows, or ought to know, what is technically 


known as the ‘‘ long-range rifle.’’ Itis described | 


in the document which I have before me, a letter 


from the heads of the ordnance bureau, which | 
prescribes the arms and equipments of war which | 
the States may call for in lieu of their quota of | 


muskets under the act of 1808. In that document, 
this arm to which | allude is described, and it is 
there called the ‘ long-range rifle,’’ a weapon 
manufactured at the national armories, and the 
same, [ presume, to which Colonel Wright refers. 

heirmanufacture was commenced some four or 
five years ago. The Government expended a large 
amount of money for the erection of the neces- 
sary machinery, and the armories have now man- 
ufactured about twenty-five thousand. That is all 
we have to supply the wants of this extensive 
Republic. And I here say, that no Secretary of 
War would dare to place in the hands of troops 
going into battle the old muskets manufactured 
ten, fifteen, and eee 0, when the new 
gun could be supplied. He would stand impeached 
of a reckless disregard of the lives of our troops, 
before the country, and before the world, were he 
to do any such act. There is, therefore, Mr. 
Chairman, no economy in the reduction which is 

roposed use I maintain that, with all the 
Pui dings and machinery now in perfect opera- 
tion, the Government can manufacture fifteen 
thousand guns almost as cheaply as it can man- 
ufacture ten thousand, 

Again, look tothe demand for this arm through- 
out the United States. The Government has al- 
ready distributed among the States, in accordance 
with their earnest demand, five thousand of this 


7 


If there is any point well established, ités, that || 


romoted by this action of the Com- | 


, of Illinois. Will the gentleman 
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improved arm, and the table of the Committee of || and I do it for the purpose of asking the gentle. 


Military Affairs is loaded with petitions asking 
that Congress shall make some provision for a 
large distribution of those arms amongst the mil- 
itia, and to clothe the Secretary of War with 
power to make asale of those arms to the States, 
in order that, from such distribution, he may sup- 


| ply the militia of the several States. 


Mr. ARNOLD. The gentleman quotes from 


| the report of Colonel Wright, in reference to the 
| ee, of ourarms used in that battle. Those 


rifles, | have understood, were furnished to the 
Government, not by the national armories, but 


| by a private manufacturer of arms. at Hartford, 
| Connecticut. They were what are called Sharpe’s 
Committee on Military Affairs desire to retrench || 
and prune down all the expenditures of our mili- || 


rifles. Soon after that battle took place, a report 
appeared in one of the Washington papers of the 
effectiveness of those rifles. Now, I 
vote for every reasonable appropriation for the 
national armories; but it is well known that there 


| is not.a more effective arm used in this countr 
than the Sharpe’s rifle, manufactured at Hartford, || 
| Connecticut. 
Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman seems to | 


have no personal knowledge of the fact which he 
states. hat knowledge has he? He has seen 
it, he says, in the newspapers, and that may have 
been placed there by some person interested in 
the sale of the article. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. ARNOLD. I would refer the gentleman 


that point. 

Mr. GARNETT. Thisis the first time I have 
had it in my power to agree with the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. STANTON. The Committee on Military 
Affairs was not unanimous in that recommenda- 
tion. 


Mr. GARNETT. The Committee of Ways 


and Means propose to reduce this appropriation || 


from $400,000 to $250,000. 


My colleague pro- 
poses to restore it. Why? 


Because a certain 


made at Harper’s Ferry armory. I understand, 
then, that the gentleman from the Springfield dis- 
trict, Massachusetts, says that it was made at the 
Springfield Armory. ‘Then my friend from Con- 
necticut says that it was made in a private estab- 


; ; ! ; '| lishment. 
in substance, that it afforded him the highest | 


Mr. FAULKNER. 


I never said that it was 


/ made at Harper’s Ferry. | said that it was made 
at the national armories, || 
I knew that my colleague 


Mr. GARNETT. 
represented Harper’s Ferry, and I thought it was 
to that armory he made reference. I think that 
sound policy forbids our manufacturing any more 
arms at present. The very factalluded to by my 


| colleague, thatimprovements in arms are going on 


daily, is an argument in favor of that position. I 
say there was never before a period, since the in- 
vention ent when more rapid improve- 
ments were ta a in the weapons of war. 
If appropriations of this character had been made 
forty or twenty or fifteen years ago, the arms then 
wank with the money would be superseded, and 
be useless. Such are the improvements now that 
my colleague says that the Secretary of War 
would not feel himself justified in putting the old 
musket into the hands of the troops. You can- 


not take up a journal upon this or the other side | 


of the Atlantic, without finding a notice of some 
inventions, in the way of improvement, of this 
kind of arms; and the chances are that next year 
the guns now made will be superseded by im- 
proved guns. 

I say, therefore, that the Committee of Ways 
and Means did wisely, even in a military point 
of view, in reducing this item, and still more so 
in an economical point of view, in thus postpon- 
ing expenditures not absolutely necessary, and 
thus taking the part of the tax-paying classes of 
the community. While I have great respect for 
all my colleague says, and for all that falls from 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, 1 cannot but 
consider it remarkable that in all other items they 
have favored motions for reductions, and here in 
this item vote to increase the appropriation. We 
cannot but consider that, representing the only 
two national armories in the country, they are 
somewhat biased by that consideration. 

Here the hammer = 
r. PENDLETON, I move to amend the 
amendment, by reducing the amount one dollar; 


| amendment as offered. 


Will give my | 


| armories, $250,000 for t 


| ing to its federal population. 








man from Virginia whether this appropriation 
embraces the annual! appropriation of $200,000 for 
the purchase and manufacture of arms for the 
militia. 

Mr. FAULKNER. My reply is, that it does 


not. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I am one of those who 
in the Military Committee, was opposed to the 
I find that by law there 
is an annual appropriation of $200,000 for tho 
purchase and manufacture of arms. Manufacture 
where? At the national armories, of course, 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman ‘is mis. 
taken. It is for the purchase of such arms and 
equipments as are not manufactured at the na- 


| tional armories. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. There can be no 
doubt that, under the act of 1808, the Government 


| may expend that amount at its own armories. 


Mr. PENDLETON. That is the point I make, 
that the whole of that $200,000 may be applied 


| to the manufacture of arms at the national armo- 


ries. If gentlemen will look at the provision in 


| this bill they will see that more than $109,000 are 


appropriated for the om of the two national 

e manufacture of arms, 
and $200,000 for the manufacture and purchiase 
of arms. We thus find that there is within a 


| fraction of $600,000 proposed to be appropriated 
| for the repair and the manufacture of arms there, 
to the Secretary of War for information upon | 


Without making any opposition to the argument 


_ adduced by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
/and by the gentleman from Virginia, of the great 


utility of these armories, I submit that the 


| amount proposed to be appropriated by the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means for one year, when 
| the Treasury is so embarrassed, is quite as much 
| as should be appropriated for that purpose. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to make a few re- 
marks in explanation of that law. The gentle- 


' man has fallen into an error in regard to this ap- 
eee 

arm, used by Colonel Wright in Oregon, was || } 

| propriate this $200,000 for the purpose of manu- 
| facture, but such has not been the practice; nor 


It is true, as the gentleman from 
Jissouri has said, that the Government may ap- 


would the States of the Union now submit to any 
such construction of its terms. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Permit me to in- 


| quire how these rifle muskets of the model of 


1855 have been distributed to the States to the 


/ extent of $5,000? 


Mr. FAULKNER. Under the act of 1808, 
and the amendment to that act. The distribution 
in form is in muskets. So many muskets, ata 
fixed price, to each State and Territory, accord- 
But the States have 
the right, in lieu of muskets, to demand some 
other arm or equipment of war; and it is their 
habit to make such selections. I herewith ap- 
pend a table exhibiting the articles furnished by 
the ordnance department to the States, in lieu of 


| the musket, and the prices at which they are ex- 


changed. 
Statement of the cost of small-arms, field artillery, §c., at 
their equivalent in muskets. 
Price of each article, except with attachable carbine 
breech, which are charged at $50 per pair. 





Muskets. 
$13 25 ten percussion muskets, including ap- 
pendages,* cal. 69, equal t0........ .e00. - 10 2-13 
13 93 ten rifle muskets and appendages, new 
pattern, Cal. 58,....ccs.ercccvenseess eeee 10 9-13 
12 88 ten percussion rifles and appendages, cal. 
SE ceie cdsvee SoceaweeroWesces ¢otesebsces 911-13 
17 43 ten Jong. range rifles, with sword bayonets, 
Cal. SB. .ccccvevcees seers cceccecces éeucee 13 513 
15 20 - cadets’ muskets and appendages, cal. ss 
18 00 ten Hall’s carbines and appendages...... 13 1-13 
7 00 ten percussion pistols and appendages.... 5 5-1) 
18 OU ten belt pistols, including ap-) , 
PORES ye sncen Sho dase+s00nv0. Ay tren 1311-13 
22 50 ten holster pistolg.......ee0008] F Zz 19 3-15 
50 00 a pair ten holster pistols (with| 2&5 
one attachable carbine breech | = — 
BOT PAIL) .occncge con v0 neteat des ey 17 4-13 
35 50 ten cavalry carbines including | € 2 
appendages ...... nb0d o6bs,0ne 6 2 25 
35 O0ten artillery carbines, with | = & 
SWord bayonets......seseseee | SH | W1B13 
42 50 ten rifles with appendages .... } © 32 913 
30 25 ten sharpes’ carbines with appendages... 23 3-15 
8 50 ten cavalry sabers:...... Ske odes aussi wees 6 713 
5 50 ten horse-artillery sabers.........+... «. 431 
4 00 ten foot-artillery swords..........sce006 3 LIS 
5 50 ten non-commissioned officers’ swords... 4 315 
440 ten musicians’ swords..........0000065. 3 513 


— 


*Appendages include screw-drivers, ball- screws, eprins- 
ices, and bullet-molds. 
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- oe — ee 
$1 02 ten sets of infantry accouterments....... 3 1-13 
8 40 ten sets of rifle accouterments........... 2 6-13 | 
4 52ten sets of accouterments for long-range 
GG. i ak HTT oer anv nees te en 3 6-13 
6 40 ten sets of cavalry accouterments........ 412-13 
| 52 ten horse-artillery saber belts.........5.. 1 L135 | 
1 46 ten foot-artillery sword belts....... sas ede 1 @65 | 
&0 ten non-commissioned officers’ or musi- 
SIRES CUTE WONG 65 oo cS. eck cbce cvcseve . 73-130 
4 04 one 6- pounder gun.... .c.sceccceccecceee JI 1-13 
3 62 one 12-pounder howitzer........ sperned Sane 
1 75 one mountain howitzer..........cee0ee88 12 8-13 
2 30 one 6-pounder gun or 12-pounder howitzer 


carriage with implements and equip- 
PRGTEB csc cnc ccncrscensccscowbasccccscoses MD 5-13 
] 28 one mountain howitzer carriage with im- 
86 one caisson with tools and spare parts.... 
47 one traveling forge with tools........... . 
74 one battery wagon with tools.........6e 
25 one set of artillery harness for two wheel 
PRGOB 0000 cscs cacccccecse Oessipnsecs.ces 
25 one set of artillery harness for two lead 
DOPBES 2 00. cecccc cece 4-13 


The practice has been to consume this $200,000 | 
in purchasing for the States the munitions of war, | 
other than such as are manufactured at the na- 
tional armories. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I hope the gen- 
tleman will be permitted to withdraw his amend- 
ment, and that then a vote will be taken on the 
motion to increase the appropriation. 

Mr. PENDLETON, by unanimous consent, | 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SPINNER. I move to strike out the 
words, ‘* at the national armories.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, it is well known that there are 
many establishments in the country where these 
arms can be manufactured, as cheap, if not 
cheaper, than the national armories, and furnish 
their building, their hands, and their machinery. | 

Mr. CHAFFEE. At what armory, except 


11-13 
9:13 
5-13 
6-13 


29 
34 
59 


~It to 


67 


56 


ot more arms than we want. It was so stated * 
erein the Thirty-Fourth Congress, by one whose 
knowledge on that subject was e hal to that of | 
any man on this floor. He asked for, and got, 
an appropriation to convert the old arms to the 
new model; and said that there was no necessity 

for further appropriations to make new arms. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I suppose it would be con- 
sidered very trite to repeat the old remark that 
peace is the time to prepare for war. We are told 
that we have on hand a very large number of 
guns manufactured, burnished, and kept ready 
for use. Now, lI ask gentlemen how longa space 
of time it would take, in anything like a general 


| war, for all of these arms to be used up, de- 


5 213 || 


the national armories, is the Minie rifle manufac- |; 


tured? 
Mr. SPINNER. I do not speak of this par- | 
ticular arm; but I know the fact, generally, that 
arms are manufactured in various parts of the 
United States for the Government at prices less 
than they are manufactured at the national arm- 
ories, notwithstanding the fact that you are pay- 
ing for buildings, machinery, engines, &c. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. Does not the gentleman and 
the committee know thatthe Minie musket is the | 
infantry arm of the world to-day, and thatsthat 
arm is manufactured at the national armeries? 
And I undertake to say, that there is no other | 
establishment, public_or private, in the United 
States, thatmanufactures the Minie musket. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Can they 
do it? 

Mr. CHAFFEE. Not until they build the | 
works. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
build the works very easily. 
The question was taken on Mr. Spinner’s | 

| 


They can 


amendment; and it was rejected. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


I move to reduce the ap- 
propriation $5,000. 


During the ‘Thirty-Fourth 


stroyed, rendered worthless? “A nation as large 
as ours; aggressive and progressive as we are; 
continually running counter to somebody; con- 
tinually liable to thrust ourselves into a quarrel, 
either on our own account, or on somebody else’s 
account, ought always keep itself in readiness to 
make attacks and to resist aggression. And yet 
it is seriously said here, by grave gentlemen, for 
whose judgment we have high respect, that we 
should adopt a policy in the procurement of our 
arms, which would close up our national armor- 
ies, and make us dependent on Tom, Dick, and 
Harry, all over'the country, who would come in | 
now and undertake to manufacture our arms ata 
cheaper rate than they are manufactured at the 
national armories. But, when war came, and we 
were driven to straits, and it would become ne- 
cessary for us to have arms at any cost; when 
our armories were closed, our workshops shut 
up, and our skillful artisans scattered and gone; | 
then these same good gentlemen would come for- 
ward and tell the Government that they had got 
Uncle Sam by the nose, and would put their 
hands into his pockets as deep as they chose, and 


| make him pay any sort of price that they saw fit 


to charge. 
The weapons must be had; the arms must be 


| got; and the Government must pay any price for 


| gentleman make that admission. 


| manufactures, that he is bringing in here. 
| dertake to say, from my acquaintance with the 


Congress, Mr. Chairman, an appropriation of || 


$150,000 was asked for, and the application put 


upon the ground that it would be a matter of || 


economy to remodel the old arms we had, and so |) 


avoid the necessity of manufacturing new ones. 
That money was appropriated; and 1 suppose 
that all the old arms have been remodeled and 
converted into Minie muskets. If that be so, 
there is surely no necessity now for making any 
part of this appropriation. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not desire to inter- 


it bad policy for the Government to spend money | 
in making arms, simply because there are labor- | 
ers who desire to be employed by the Govern- | 
ment. Whenever there is a necessity for Gov- | 
ernment to expend money for any particular | 
purpose, I am willing that that money shall go to 
the employment of laborers to do the work; but 
I object to this whole system of appropriating | 
money simply because there arc a number of em- | 
ployés in the armories, or in other branches of | 
the public service, who must be kept in employ- | 
ment. Why, we should have a nation of Gov- | 
ernment laborers after a while, if all the men now 
in its employment were to be continued, and if | 
&ppropriations were still to be made to keep them | 
employed. | 
Now, I assert, and, I think, truthfully, that | 
there is no necessity at present to manufacture 


them. Would not then the Government be at the 
mercy of these private armorers, who are now 
telling us that they can manufacture arms cheaper 
than they can be made at the national armories? 
I am surprised at the recommendation coming 
from the gentlemen who, perhaps, like my friend 
from New York, [Mr. Spinner,] are protective- 
tariff men. 

Mr.SPINNER. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; 
I am a free-trade man. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Iam very glad to hear the 
Then it is his 
anti-tariff notions; his notions of aiding foreign 
I un- 


‘another solitary gun in this country. We have | 
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ntleman from Virginia. I sympathize 
with this disposition to retrench, which seems to 
be so prevalent in the House, but I desire that 
the retrenchment may be reduced to a system. | 
think that if we have made one thing more appa- 
rent than another in this House, and in this dis- 
cussion upon retrenchment, it is that we are as 
extravagant in our retrenchment as we have been 
in everything else. My idea is that we should 
discriminate in our retrenchment so that by re- 
ducing our expenditures in some branches of the 
public service, we may thereby be enabled to 
carry on other branches with more efficiency. 

Now, I believe that no gentleman here—unless 
it be my friend from New York, (Mr. Spinner, ]} 
seriously contemplates the idea of abolishing the 
national armories, throwing awaY all the property, 
and all the capital invested in machinery there, 
and turning out of employment all the men who 
have been educated to this business. 

If, then, we are to keep up these armories, is 
it not a matter of economy upon our part to keep 
them up in the way that will be most efficient and 
render most service to the country? Sir, the ma- 
chinery and all the capital invested there becomes, 
to a great extent, a dead and useless capital, 
wasted and destroyed, unless we carry on the 
business on the plan laid down by those who are 
acquainted with the operations at, and have the 
management of, these armories; and the War 
Department and the Military Committee of this 
House tell us that we cannot reduce the amount 
of the expenditure of this branch of the service. 
I do not see a corresponding disposition to cut 
down expenditures where we can cut them down 
without injury to the public service. | want rea- 
son in our retrenchment. I want to apply the 
pruning knife with some sort of discretion. If 


| we apply it alike to the useful and to the useless, 


we shall utterly fail to accomplish any reasonable 
retrenchment. Iam opposed to these wild and 
extravagant motions, either on one side or upon 
the other. I think that, as reasonable men, we 
ought to listen to the estimates of the Department 
and to the estimates of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, who are the eyes and the ears of 
this House, or who ought to be, upon this sub- 
ect. , 

{Here the hammer fell.]} 

The question being on Mr. Bowre’s amend- 


| ment to the amendment, 


subject—and I profess to have some acquaintance || 


with it—that arms are manufactured by the Gov- | 
ernment as good, and at as low a price as they 
can be fairly done for, rendering a fair and just 
compensation for the kind of work we require. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was taken on Mr. Sewarp’s | 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. BOWIE. I move to amend by increasing 
the appropriation for the national armories $5,000. | 
Tam surprised, Mr. Chairman, at the position | 
which this House is placing itself in before the 
world. Here we are, actually at war with Para- 


| guay, and have sent off a large fleet to conquer | 


| her. 
| Utah, and have actually three thousand men out || 
fere with the laborers of the country; but I think || 


i} 


{Laughter.] We have just had a war with 


there, at this time. And, sir, we are going, it is 
said, to take Cuba; even though the whole 
world be against us, and in the very face of the 
tripartite treaty between Spain, France, and Eng- 


‘land. And, sir, the American Congress are about 





to vote $30,000,000 to the President to enable him 
to obtain Cuba; and, sir, you know what that 
means. It is, sir, the beginning, the entering | 
wedge to a war, and we must be prepared to meet | 
it. Instead, therefore, of cutting down the appro- | 
priation for the manufacture of arms, I would 
double it—increase it to $500,000; because | feel 
confident that we never can get Cuba without | 
running the risk of involving ourselves in a war | 
with Spain, England, and France; and we shall 
want all the arms we can manufacture. 


Mr. MASON called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I move to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia by reducing the amount to one dollar. 

l regret to occupy the time of the} committee 
when | know the committee is anxious for a vote. 
But, as one of the members of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, who has notagreed to this prop- 
osition, I fee! that itis proper for me to say afew 
words. Improvements in these arms are going on 
every day, andif we appropriate this money, the 
o»robability is, that it will be improperly and use- 
essly expended. I have in my desk an invention 
which has been patented within the last few days, 
by which, the inventor informs me, he can furnish 
a better arm—and Minie’s, too—than any now 
existing, for the price of the old musket. Now, 


'| whether this be true or not, it shows that we 


ought to curb our appropriations within proper 
limits, and not tospend hundreds of thousands of 
doliars at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry in the 
course of a year, in the manufacture of particu- 
lararms. ‘The $250,000 may be increased, as it 
was increased last year, by the application to the 
same purpose of the $200,000 for the purchase or 
manufacture of arms for the militia. The House 
will remember that last year, at the instance of 
the Representative from the Harper’s Ferry dis- 
trict, we putin more than three hundred thousand 
dollars, which had been left out accidentally by a 
clerk, because the President of the United States 
had used this very appropriation of ,000 for 
the manufacture of arms at Springfield and Har- 
per’s Ferry. That shows that it can be done. 
Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman will per- 
mit me to say that the money which had to be 


|| borrowed from the ordnance fund because of the 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed || neglect of an engrossing clerk, has evety dollar 


to the amendment offered by the gentleman frora | 


Maryland, and in favor of the amendment offered | 


. 


| 


of it been refunded. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I have no 
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: 4 and body of wagon repainted, and 2 cart wheels newly tired ; 
_ Juin > 7 , celts y > 
rowed, shows that the President of the United | wheel, buckets, and other parts of apparatus for drawing 


States can, within the lines of the law, according 
to lis constraction, divert the whole fund and | 
expend it at Harper’s Ferry and Springfield, so | 
that, in truth, the amendment is $450,000 instead 
of $250,000. 
Here the hammer fell. 
ir. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I withdraw 

my amendment. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to speak in opposition | 
to the amendment. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I object to debate. The 
amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. MASON. I rose and objected to the with- 
drawal of the amendment, the instant my col- 
Jeague announced his purpose to withdraw it; but 
if the committee do not want to hear my speech, 
I will not inflict it on them. 

The question being on Mr. Fautkner’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. CHAFFEE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; ard Messrs. BurFinton, | 
and Crare of Missouri, were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes thirty-one; a further count not being de- 
nanded, 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. GARTRELL. 
serting as follows: 

For the construction of a national armory at AUanta, 
in the State of Georgia, $200,000. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. That amendment is changing the | 
existing law. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order, and rules the amendment to be out 
of order, a 

Mr. GARTRELL. I desire to say one word | 
upon that pointgof order. 1 think I can satisfy | 
the Chair, as well as the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that if this amend- 


I move to amend by in- | 


this bill are out of order. I will not, however, 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair, | 
because two or three appeals have been taken | 
from his decision to-day,and the Committee have | 
universally sustained his decision. I have no 
doubt that my appeal would meet with the same 
fate if 1 were to take one. 


Mr. PENDLETON. I move to strike out from 
line one hundred and thirty-nine to line one hun- 
dred and forty-nine, inclusive, as follows: | 


‘Por the Alleghany arsenal, $5,000, 

** For the Bemecia arsenal, $50,000. ° 
* For Fort Monroe arsenal, $14,000. 

* For New York arsenal, $3,000 

* For North Carolina arsenal, $2,235. 

“For Texas arsenal, $15,000, 

* For Washington arsenal, $2,500. 

**For Watertown arsenal, $1,000. 

** Por Watervliet arsenal, $25,000.”’ 





I will state that the object of the amendment is | 


to strike out the whole appropriation for repairs 
and improvements of arsenals, except $20,000 for 
contingencies. I am not certain that ought not 
to be stricken out likewise; but I am willing to 
leave that in the discretion of the Department, to 
apply if it shall become necessary. 1 have ex- 
amined the estimates of appropriations, and I have 
been struck with the entire absence of any neces- 
sity for the outlay demanded. I[ have been struck 
with the trifling nature of the objects for which it 
is proposed to appropriate one hundred and Oey 
or one hundred and forty thousand dollars. If 
the committee will look at the report of the Sec- 
retary of War on the subject, they will see thata 
great portion of this appropriation is for grading 
and fencing grounds. Now, sir, I submit that this 
is no time for beautifying our public buildin 
and grounds. Here is one arsenal, for the build. 
ing of which an appropriation is asked, in refer- 
ence to which, if gentlemen will look at this re- 
port, they will discover that there is now a con- 
troversy existing in reference to the site for the 
arsenal; that it is now proposed to sell the site 
which was purchased last year, and buy another, 
Then, in reference to the arsenal in North Caro- 
lina; when I look into the report of the Secretar 
of War, to see the operations of the last year, 
find there: : 


“Ex ve repairs of boundary fence, for which 1004 
pounds spikes were extracted from deca 
ioagagine for fixed animunition c 
washed; walls of arsenal, barrack, and line of shops, also | 


ec 


mand Fae | 


water from the well, repaired, renewed, &c. 

** Other work done.—Care and preservation of battery, 
small arms, tools, implements, &c.; 45 rifles issued to the 
militia ; 2 boundary corner stones cut and lettered ; 192 cubic 
feet of stone received from quarry ; 7,060 superficial feet of 
lumber received fr6m mills, and 1,700 hauled ; 19,460 bricks 
received from kilns; stores and lumber removed from shops 
to timber store; 2 wrenches and 6 cold-chisels made; 6 
pieces samples of North Carolina oak, hickory, and pine 


timbers, prepared and sent to Alleghany arsenal for exper- || ©. 
'| ries that I want a separate vote upon. 


iment; care and grooming of 1 horse and 2 mules.” 


And for an arsenal whose operations for one 
year were so extensive, we are asked to appro- 
priate, for repairs alone, more than $2,500. 

{ Here the Cees fell.] 


Mr. BRANCH. That shows the economy 


doubt ef that: but the very fact that it wus bor- | yellow washed ; 2axes and | grubbing hoe repaired ; wheels | 


with which the money has been expended. I ven- | 


ture to say there is not another arsenal in any 
other State where they would draw old spikes out 
of decayed fences, in order to save the expense 
of new ones. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Irise to oppose this amend- 
ment. These items are necessary, in the condition 
of the arsenals and armories, and to the military 
service of the country. But, sir, | especially de- 
sired to say, that so far as the remarks of the 
gentleman who last addressed the committee seem 


to indicate a reproach that no work has been done | 


at the North Carolina arsenal, the best answer to 


give is, that, until the last session of the last Con- | 


gress, no appropriation had been made to 
chase machinery. 


ur- 
It has now been done, and the 


machinery has been placed, and the arsenal pre- | 
pared to execute work. This arsenal was origi- | 


nally located by General Jackson. It has just 
been completed. That it has not been done be- 
fore, perhaps may have been the result of the con- 
tinuous opposition of the present head of the 


ordnance corps—a hostility which, I trust, has | 
not proceeded from sectional prejudice. The late | 


distinguished head of the Department of War, in 


|| his last report, recounted the putting in operation, | 
ment is out of order, one-third of the items in |) 


for the manufacture of the material of war, the | 


arsenal in Springfield, thatin North Carolina, and 


one at some point on the Pacific coast. It wasin | 


consequence of this suggestion that the last Con- 
gress made a liberal appropriation for the pur- 
chase of machinery. It has been honestly and 


faithfully managed by the present and preceding | 
commandants who have had charge there. Con- | 


nected by railroad, as it soon will be, with exten- | 
sive and valuable deposits of coal and iron, some | 


forty miles distant, it will compete, I am sure, 
with any similar establishment in the country, 
when put under construction. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I desire to say 


one word. ‘The estimates submitted to us for the | 


_ repair and improvement of the various arsenals 
in the United States were $224,006. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, upon an examination 
of the matter, came to the conclusion to reduce it 
to the amount stated in the bill which is before 

(us. We believed that some repairs were neces- 
sary to preserve the property, and also to finish 
one or two buildings which were in progress of 
construction. 

Mr. DEWART. 
do now rise. 

| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 

/ man will withdraw it until we can do some work, 

/and imitate the example of the Senate, which 

meets at eleven o’clock, and works until seven or 

eight in the evening. 
Mr. DEWART. I cannot withdraw my mo- 
| tion. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


I move that the committee 


strike out all the appropriations for arsenals, 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BurrinTon 
and Peyton were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 72, noes 51. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I propose to sub- 
mit an amendment, and it is for the purpose of 
| terminating the session of the committee. I move 
| to strike out the residue of the clauses in the bill. 
| Lam willing to vote for it in committee; but in 





upon each clause, 1 intend to vote against the 
concurrence in the action of the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. 


I hope the gentle- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


| 








The question recurring on the amendment to | 


| 


1 


the House, where we can have a separate vote | 
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Mr. OLIN.~ I wish to inquire of the Chair 
whether, if this motion prevails, we can have q 
vote upon the separate items when we act upon 
the bill in the House ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I appeaf to 


| the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means not to press his motion. There are two 
clauses here making appropriations for repairs, 
improvements, and new machinery for the armo. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I withdraw m 
motion, as it was only intended to expedite the 
disposition of the bill. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The next 
clause in the bill is for contingenciessof arsenals, 
$20,000. As we have stricken out all the detaileq 
estimates of appropriation for the arsenals, I pro. 

ose to leave this contingent appropriation as jt 
is. Then I propose to move to strike out the two 


| next clauses, which are as follows: 


* For repairs and improvements, and new machinery, at 
Springfield armory, Massachusetts, $53,910, 

** For repairs and improvements, aud new machinery, at 
Harper’s Ferry armory, $55,000." 

The committee will perceive, by looking at the 
estimates, thatthe amount proposed to be stricken 
out from these clauses was mostly estimated for 
grading grounds, for general repairs, and in- 
provement of grounds, for building culverts, erect- 
ing iron fences, bridges, &c. 

I move to strike those clauses out. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. Is it in order to move to 
strike out the enacting clause? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I make that motign. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the enacting 
clause be stricken out, we cannot have a separate 
vote upon any part of the bill. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky. | desire 
to state that some of the estimates in the clauses 
which he proposes to strike out, are essential to 
the manufacture of small arms. The improve- 
ments are now in progress of construction; and if 
we withhold the appropriation, it will be impos- 


|| sible to go on with the manufacture of arms. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I desire to 
have,a separate vote upon striking out each of 
thosé*Yelauses. I do not want to combine the 
strength of the Springfield and Harper’s Ferry 
armories together. 

The question was taken on Mr. Marsnmatv’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit that the item now 
up is not in order. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky expressly stated that he wanted a separate 
vote on the two paragraphs of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection was made. It is 
now passed; it is too late to make a point of order 
on it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky whether he did not propose to,strike 
out first one portion of the paragraph, and then 
the other portion ? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I certainly 
did; but I understood the Chai to overrule me, 
objection having been made. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to strike out 
the following: 

* For surveys for military defenses, geographical explora- 
tions, and reconnoissances, for military purposes, and sur- 
veys with armies in the field, $50,000.’? 

Mr. Chairman, what are the officers of the Army 
engaged at that they cannot perform that duty out 
of the ordinary Army appropriation? What are 
these officers for but for the performance of the 
duty here stated? I think it is right that we should 
have some explanation of this amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 oppose the 
amendment. Let us have a vote. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. 
increase the appropriation $100,000. ? 

Mr. Chairman, that is an appropriation which 
it has been usual to make from year to year, and 
I esteem it to be the very life and soul! of our mil- 
itary service. It proposes the means for furnish- 
ing information which enables the Department (0 
direct the movements of trodps. Perhaps under 
no other appropriation has so large an amount 0 
valuable information been collected. I can refer 
to several parties which have furnished the mil- 
itary arm with important information. One '8 


I move to 
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the survey of the Colorado river, which determ- 
ined that that river was navigable by steamers to 
the great cafion of the Colorado, thus.opening a 
ine of communication to supply the Utah coun- 
uy from the Gulf of California. 

‘In like manner other parties have gone out and 
have given us most valuable information in regard 
to the lines of communication, Our army in 
(tah has been able to reduce its expenses in con- 
sequence of the information gained by these par- 
ties. It - be that the expense of moving our 
army from Fort Leavenworth to Utah, a distance 
of one thousand two hundred -miles, may be re- 
duced one half, by an examination of the country. 
[tis believed by many, and that is my judgment, 
that from the Yellowstone, you can open a line 
to Utah, shortening the length of transportation 
by one half what it now is. If you can reduce 
the transportation of corn and barley from twenty- 
seven cents a pound, from Fort Leavenworth to 
thirteen, or fourteen, or fifteen ceuts a pound, it 
will be a great saving. Such are the issues in- 
volved in these explorations. Are gentlemen aware 
that it costs the Government sixteen dollars a 
bushel to carry corn to Utah? Are they aware 
that for every pound of forage carried there you 
have to pay twenty-seven cents? © It is therefore 











a matter of moment to see whether you can re- || 


duce your bill of expenses one half. 

Mr. McQUEEN. Why cannot the Army 
make those explorations? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. There isa 
special corps set apart for that duty. 

{Here the hammer fell ] 

Mr. OLIN. 1 am opposed to the amendment 
offered by the Delegate from Washington Terri- 
tory; not that those explorations are not import- 
ant and could not.enlighten the House, but for 
other reasons. I was desirous, before this ap- 
propriation bill was disposed of, to get the report 
of one of these military explorations, but I have | 
failed todo so. The ingenuity of some gentle- 
men on this floor, acting for the Secretary of 
War, prevented me from accomplishing what I 
desired. I think it is hardly worth while to ex- 
pend more of the public money in these explora- 
tions, when, after being made and the report being 
called for by a resolution of the House, the 
House cannot get the opportunity of reading it or 
having it produced. The document which I called 
for would, I think, have shown the House that 
the fortification and military arsenal at Benicia 
has the same difficulty that was attributed to 
General Pillow’s ditch, which was on the wrong 
side of the breast-work. 

But it is said that the reasons assigned in this 
report were not quite satisfactory to high public 
functionaries. The Department did not approve 
of it, and therefore it could not be laid before the 
House. I should like to inquire of the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs what has 
become of the fortification at the mouth of the 
Columbia river? Is it given over as a bad job? 
I believe that has been found to be placed in the 
wrong position; and I should like to hear the 
opinion of my friend from Washington Territory 
on that subject, as he is a scientific man. Inthe 
estimation of every military man in the country, 
whose judgment is worth hires cents, this fortifi- 
cation is a failure—an ignoménious failure. I 
think that that would be seen, had this topograph- 
ical report been placed before the House. But 
it could not be had, although a copy of it lies on 
the desk of the Secretary of War, and although 
his attention has been called to it repeatedly on 
the floor of the House, and although a resolution 
has been passed by the House calling for it. He 
has not leisure to send the colored man who 
stands at his door with the report to this House, 
‘although we have been waiting for it for months. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Srevens’s 
amendmentto the amendment; and it was rejected. 

he question recurred on Mr. Smiru’s amend- 
ment; and it was rejected. 


Mr. BRYAN. I offer the following amendment, 
to come in after line one hundred and sixty-one: 


7 For survey of the entrances and harbors of Galveston, 
an-Luis, mouth of the Brazos river, Caballo, Aransas, 
and Brazos Santiago, in Texas, $20,000. 


_ Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order, There is no authority on the sta- 
tute-book forthe survey proposed by the gentle- 





|| department. 


|, ported over these western waters amount to over 
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| man from Texas. There is a law providing for 
the survey of the lakes, but none for this. 

Mr. BRYAN. The last clause of the bill pro- 
_ vides for the survey of the northern and west- 
| ern lakes; why should not this amendment be in 
order? 


ment out of order. 


Mr. GARNETT. I move to strike out the fol- 
| lowing lines: 

“Por continuing the survey of the northern and north 
western lakes, including Lake Superior, $75,000.” 

We have already appropriated a sum for the 
continuation of the coast survey. Weare push- 
ing that magnificent work as rapidly as we pos- 
sibly can, consistent with the work itself and 
consistent with the resources of the Treasury. 
It has been carried around all the coasts of the 
United States, the ocean coasts, and lakes, also; 
and I see no reason why we should make a spe- 
cial appropriation for the northern lakes. I do 
| not mean by that to be understood as having a 

decided hostility to the survey of the northern 
lakes. On the contrary, | desire that they shall | 
'be surveyed, just as much as the sea-coast is 
| surveyed. | 
| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The coast sur- 
| vey is under the control of Professor Bache; but | 
he does not prosecute the surveys of the north- 
_ern lakes; they are under the control of the Sec- 
retary of War. 
Mr. GARNETT. Then I think it would be 
| a great deal better to have the survey of the north- 
| ern lakes carried on under Professor Bache; for 
| there is no work in the world superior in charac- 


|| ter to the American coast survey; and therefore, 
|| whatever there isin the way of surveying, should 


| be placed under the control of the Coast Sarvey 
Let us push that work as rapidly 
| as funds will permit us; but not too rapidly. 1 | 
| move to strike out this item, as not being in its 
| appropriate place. [think this is not the proper 
| ume for enlarging our surveying operations. 

| Mr. HATCH. I had expected to find some 
| Opposition to this very small item in this appro- 
| priation bill to the inland commerce of this coun- 
| try. It is entirely in harmony with the action of | 
| legislation here, for the last number of years, to- 
| wards every interest connected with the naviga- 
| tion on our northwestern lakes. Here is a bill 
| appropriating over fifteen million dollars tor the | 
Army service, and at the tail of it is appended | 
an appropriation of $75,000 for the survey of the 
northern lakes, and the gentleman from Virginia 
moves to strike this out. I will detain the com- 
mittee whilst I give a brief statement of the com- 
| merce and extent of these northern lakes. There 
are over sixteen hundred vessels navigating these 
| lakes, manned by over thirteen thousand sea- 
men. ‘Their tonnage is over four hundred thou- 
sand tons, and the exports and imports trans- 


six hundred million dollars, equal to all the im- 
ports and exports of the United States. There 
are over six thousand miles of lake and river | 
coast, equal to the Atlantic coast of this country. | 
My limitation of time will not permit me to add | 
further details, except to say that here is an inland | 
| commerce, in grandeur and magnitude unsur- 
| passed in the world, worthy of national care. And | 


| now, sir, this insignificant appropriation only, to || 


for the survey of our lakes, the gentleman from 
Virginia proposes to strike out, when the Atlan- 
tic coast survey has cost this Government over 
five million dollars, and there is now appropriated | 
| for its continuance, annually, over five hundred | 
| thousand dollars. We have had no general ap- 


point out the dangers of our inland navigation, | 


| propriations for the improvement or even pres- 
| ervation of our harbors for years. Appropria- 
tions for charts and light-houses have been made; 
but nothing has been given to remove the dan- | 
ers which these charts indicated, and these lights | 
fare only served the purpose to warn the mariner | 
away from unimproved and dangerous harbors. | 
This motion is entirely in keeping with the | 
movement in the other wing of the Capitol to get | 
rid of the light-house system on our lakes. This 
course of legislation, sir, if carried out, would 
not only deprive our mariners of charts, but even 
extinguish the lights on our inland coast. I have | 
not time now to urge the claims of the inland | 


| commerce of this.country, but [ shall take some 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the amend- |! 
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| future occasion and vindieate its equality, as a 


|| branch of the public service, either with the 


Army or Navy. Now, by the arbitrary ruling 
of this House, no appropriation for its benei.t, 
except for charts and lights, can be placed in « 
general appropriation bill, and by the operation 


| of the two-third rule, a minority has the power to 
|| exclude all other appropriations, such as for the 


improvement of harbors, or rather prevent their 
consideration by the House. So, sir, there is this 
singular legislation here, that whilst a majority 
| may be in favor of this class of appropriations 
_ for generalimprovements of harbors on our lakes, 
a minority can defeat all legislation. ‘This ine- 
quality in legislation here has no foundation in 
common sense or common justice. I appeal to 
gentlemen not to strike out this very small con- 
cession to the inland commerce of this country, 
perhaps the only appropriation that can be se- 
cured for it. 
[Here the hammer fell, } 
‘I'he question was taken on Mr, Garnetr’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. PENDLETON. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the bill: 

For pay to the Missionary Society of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, for land taken from said Society, tor military 
purposes, at the Dalles, in Oregon Territory, the sum ot 
$20,000, upon filing in the proper Department a release to 
the United States, to be approved by the Attorney General, 
of damages on account of the appropriation of said land, 
| and destruction of property on or wear the said land, by the 
| troops of the United States, or volunteers, or Indians, at 
| any time anterior to the date of said release. 


| Mr. HOWARD. [rise toa question of order, 
That is a private claim, and is not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the 
/ amendment out of order. ‘ 


| Mr. BONHAM. [I offer the following amend- 
ment, as an additional section to the bill: 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That it is, and is hereby 
declared to be, the true intent and meaning of this act, that 
the commutation of subsistence to officers of the Army 
shall not be withheld by virtue of anything herein contained, 
until existing laws regulating the same shall be repealed. 

| In order to make my point understood, it is 

| proper that I should advert briefly to the action 
of Congress upon this subject. When the aet of 
1857, increasing the pay of the Army, was under 
consideration in the Senate, this question was 
raised, both by the Committee on Military Affairs 
and other Senators, and the two amendments, 
which I will read,.were rejected by very decided 

| votes. The first of those amendments was as 
follows: 

“That hereafter double rations for command of posts gur- 
risoned with troops, are prohibited, unless especially ordered 

| by the President of the United States ; and all laws and reg- 


ulations contrary to the provisions of this act are hereby re- 
pealed.”? 


That was rejected by a vote of 33 to 17. 


The following amendment was also offered: 

* That, from and after the passage of this act, additional or 
double rations for command are prohibited; and ali laws 
contrary to the provisions of sections of this law be, and the 
same are hereby, repealed.”’ 

That was rejected by a vote of 28to 19. I have 
not been able to turn to the debates in the House 
upon this subject, but I have shown that two 
| years ago, when the matter was fully debated, 
this question was decided. And now, only two 
short years afterwards, we propose in an appro- 
priation bill to reverse that decision. I will not 
go into an argument to show the importance of 
these double rations to the officers; but there is 


|| another branch of the subject to which I wish to 
|| advert. I am satisfied, from the temper exhibited 


by the commnisinn yenterden on the subject of the 
| brevet pay, that, if they had understood the ques- 
tion, they never would have agreed to the amend- 


| ment of the Committee on Military Affairs, That 


amendment not only cuts down the compensation 
of your officers on the frontier, who are in com- 
mand of posts, but it cuts down the pay of the 
Commander-in-Chief more than three thousand 
dollars. | have ascertained, since yesterday, that 
this will be one of the effects of that amendment. 

I now wish to call attention to the action of 
Congress upon the subject. At that same ses- 
sion of 1857, this question as to the construction 
of his brevet pay came up. In 1855, Congress 
passed the law under which the rank of lieutenant 
general was conferred upon General Scott. Be- 
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tween that time and 1857, the then President of the 


United States, General Pierce, and the Secretary 
of War, Colonel Davis, now a Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, had the question under consideration 
whether General Scott was to receive the extra 
allowances which he claimed. The Secretary of 
War held that he was not entitled to these al- 
lowances, and the President sustained that deci- 
sion. But the Congress of the United States it- 
self decided the question in the following year. 
The act making appropriations for the support of 
the Army, passed in 1857, contained this section: 


Seco. 16. And be it further enacted, That the joint res- 
olution, approved February 15, 1855, ‘ authorizing the Pres- 
ident of the United States to confer the title of lieutenant 

eneral by brevet,’ shall be so construed from and after 
es 29, 1847, in favor of the brevet lieutenant general ap- 
pointed under said act, while exercising command accord- 
ing to that rank, as to entitle him to the pay, allowances, 
and staff specified in the fifth section of the act approved 
May 28, 1798, ‘ authorizing the President to raise a provis- | 
ional army,’ and also the allowances described in the sixth | 
section of the act approved August 23, 1842, ‘ granting ad 
ditional rations to certain officers.’ ” 


I have only time to add, sir, that I trust we 
shall not furnish another illustration of the oft-re- 
peated declaration that Republics are ungrateful. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to submit 
a question of order on the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from South Carolina. We have 
passed from the consideration of all that portion 
of the bill which relates to the commutation of 
officers’ rations, and we cannot go back now and 
amend it in this mode. If this amendment is in 
order, you can still go back, and amend every 
section of the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I submit 
that the point of order comes too late, even if 
there were anything in it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that || 
the amendment is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I appeal from that 
decision. 

The question was taken on the appeal; and the 
decision of the Chair was reversed. 

So the amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House, 
with the amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Joun Cocurane reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had, according to order, had the state 
of the Union generally under consideration, and || 
particularly the bill of the House (No. 667) 
making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1860, 
and had directed him to report the same to the 
House with sundry amendments, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined and found traly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 


labor. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 21, 1859. 


| Prayer by the Rev. M. Auta. 


| The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
| approved. 


Mr. HUNTER. I rise to what I believe to be 
a privileged seers 


from Rhode Island [Mr. Simmons] entered a mo- 


tion to reconsider the appropriation bill which | 


was passed on Saturday; and I believe, under 


the rules, that is the first thing to be acted on this | 
I think we ought to act on it. Let us | 


morning. 
dispose of that bill at any rate. 

Mr. DAVIS. Petitions and reports come first. 

Mr. HUNTER. Before that motion to recon- 
sider? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
80. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


| ate a report of the Secretary of War, communi- 


cating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 19th instant, information as to what 
changes have been proposed in the armament of 
the United States mounted troops, with a view to 
economy and increased efficiency of that force on 
the frontiers; an estimate of the additional ex- 
pense, if any, and the means provided, or neces- 
sary to be provided, for paying the same; which, 
on motion of Mr. Lane, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia; and a 


motion by him to print the report was referred | 


to the Committee on Printing. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memo- 
rial of the Chamber of Commerce of St. Louis, 
Missouri, and citizens of Shawneetown, Illinois, 
praying the establishment of a branch of the 
United States mint at St. Louis; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GREEN presented a memorial of the St. 
Louis Chamber of Commerce, and of citizens of 


| Roanoke, Howard county, Missouri, and its vi- | 
raying the establishment of a branch || 


cinty, 
mint at St. Louis; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS. I present the petition of Thomas 
O’Sullivan, asking to be enrolled on the pension 
list. His claim is founded on twenty years’ faith- 
ful service as a soldier of the United States. It 
constitutes a case somewhat new in the Senate, 
and entitles him, I believe, to favorable consider- 
ation. Having served until he had passed the 
age at which he could be reénlisted, he was 
thrown upon the world with the mere profession 
of a soldier, having lived upon a pay too small 
to leave him any means of future support, and 
unable, at that period of his life, to commence 
With these remarks, | move to refer the 
petition to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STUART presented a petition of citizens 
of Newaygo, Michigan, praying the establishment 
of a mail route from Newaygo to Greenwood, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of St. Cloud, Minnesota, praying the establish- 


An act (H.R. No. 524) for the relief of Francis | ment of an overland mail route from the head of 


Carver; 
An act (HH. R. N 


. 261) for the relief of Leon- | 
ard Loomis; 


Lake Superior, via St. Cloud and Sauk Rapids, to || 
| Puget Sound, on the route surveyed by Governor 


Stevens, in 1853; which was referred to the Com- 


An act (H. R. No. 535) for the relief of David | mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Watson; 

An act (H. R. No. 218) for the benefit of the 
captors of the British brig Caledonia, in the war 
of 1812; 

Anact (H.R. No. 461) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to John Lee, of the State of Maine; 

An act (H. R. No. 526) for the relief of Fred- 
erick Smith; 

An act (H.R. No. 496) for the relief of the | 
representatives of Henry King, deceased ; 

An act (H. R. No. 973) 

F. Cannon; and 

An act (H.R. No. 525) for the relief of Robin- 
son Gammon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. HICKMAN, (at 
four o’clock and twenty-eight minutes, p. m.,) 
the House adjourned to Monday. 


for the relief of John | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has re- 


, ceived, and will lay before the Senate, a memo- 


rial from residents of the parishes of Ascension 

and Iberville, in the State of Louisiana, claiming 

to be owners of the Houmas lands in that State, 

, and asking Congress to repeal the act of June 2, 

| 1858, which they deem detrimental to their inter- 
| ests. 

Mr. DIXON. I have been requested by a con- 


Mr. HUNTER. It seems to be a long memo- 
rial, and L believe it cannot be read except by the 
order of the Senate. I hope the Senator will 
, withdraw his request. It is important that we 
, Should get at the appropriation bill, which is hung 
| up here by a motion to reconsider. 


| 

| stituent to ask for the reading of that memorial. 
| 
| 


| “The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 





| state that the memorial is a brief one. 


I understand the Senator | 


| disbursing 





February 21, 


sow Does the 
Senator from ae object to the reading of j;> 
Mr. HUNTER. Bject, [ 


o. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Connecticut move for its reading ? 

Mr. DIXON. I make that motion. 

Mr. STUART. [I submit that a Senator has 
not the right to object to the reading of a memo. 


, If I have a right to o 





rial. Any Senator has a right to have it once 
| read. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. I believe that is 
the rule. 


Mr. HUNTER. Let it be read. 
waste time about a point of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the memorial. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


New River, Parisg oF ASCENSION 
Strate or Lovrsiana, January i9, 1859, 
| To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled ; 

The undersigned, residents and owners of the Houmas 
lands, in the parishes of Ascension and Iberville, in the 
State of Louisiana, most respectfully petition your honor- 
able bodies : 

Whereas a bill was inttroduced into the United States Sen. 
ate, by a Senator of that honorable body, which we find 
approved June 2, 1858, the title of which being “An act to 
provide for the location of certain confirmed private land 
claims in the State of Missouri, and for other purposes :” 

The second section of this bill makes valid a claim in 
Louisiana, that, for nearly half a century, previous sessions 
of Congress have refused to recognize, and our highest 
courts of justice have decreed against. 

That the confirmation of this claim by Congress, if un. 
disturbed, would reduce to the greatest distress and ruin 
about five hundred families in the parishes of Ascension 
and Iberville, and who claim to have an incontrovertible 
tite from the Government of the United States, Spanish 
| grants, and otherwise. 

That at the time of introducing this bill into Congress, 
| in order to get the confirmation of such a claim, a suit was 
pending in the circuit court of the United States, fifth dis- 
trict, Louisiana, to try the validity of the original title, en- 
titled ** United States vs. Donaldson and Scott;”’ a suit was 
instituted in 1827 or 1828, entitled ** Minor vs. Tillottson,” 
in which the Houmas claimants, under the * alleged” grant, 
were defeated; and, again, we would most respectfully 
subinit that the claimants who shield themselves under the 
second section of the bill, complained against by this peti- 
tion, obtained a‘ judgment” from the circuit court of the 
United States, fifth district, Louisiana, in a suit entitled 
| * United States vs. Daniel Clark et al.,” instituted 1846; 

that pending the suit their pretensions to that claim were 
proved fraudulent, and a judgment rendered that their pat- 
| ent be annulled. 

That we would respectfully submit to your honorable 
bodies, for a full and lucid exposition of all facts referring to 
| the claim, the report and opinion of the Hon. Nathan Clif- 
ford, Attorney General of the United States, to the Presi- 
dent, in pursuance of a joint resolution of Congress, 25th 
June, 1846, entitled ** A resolution in relation to the issuing 
of grants of certain lands in Louisiana.’ 

And in conclusion, we ask your honorable bodies to make 
such investigation in the premises as you see fit, and peti- 
tion for a repeal of that iniquitous bill. And for which, a3 
in duty bound, we will ever pray. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If no motion be 
made, the memorial will go to a committee. 
Mr. GWIN. I move to lay it on the table. 
Mr. STUART. Let it be referred to a com- 
| mittee. 
| Mr.GWIN. What committee? 
Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 
| Mr.GWIN. Then I move that it be referred 
| to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, who were instructed, by 
a resolution of the Senate, to inquire into the 
propriety of extending, to the center building of 


I will not 





| the Capitol, the system of heating, now applied 


to the wings, submitted a report accompanied by 
| a joint resolution (S. No. 81) coving for heat- 
_ ing the center building of the Eapitol. he joint 
| resolution was read, and passed to a second read- 
| ing, and the report ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN asked, and by unani- 
| mous congent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
' resolution (S. No. 82) to allow a credit to certain 
officers therein mentioned; which was 

read twice by its title. ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will state that this 
joint resolution proposes that a credit shall be 
allowed to certain officers who were charged with 
_ the disbursement of money for the improvement 
‘of the navigation of the Ohio and Mississipp! 
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rivers, and with the disbursement of a sum of | 
money appropriated at the same time and by the 
same section, to build steamboats and other ma- 
chinery necessary for executing the work. It was 
found, in the progress of the work, that the ap- 
propriation for the necessary machinery cost more 
than was estimated, and, in the om of the | 
case, they took the responsibility of applying a 

ortion of the money that had been appropriated 
for the purpose of improving the river, to finish 
the boats; the appropriation for that specific ob- 
ject being insufficient. This resolution proposes | 
that credit shall be allowed them for those expend- | 
jtures.. I move that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RED RIVER RAFT. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkangas. The Senate will | 
recollect that this Government has made many 
efforts to remove the Red river raft. The States 
of Louisiana and Arkansas have passed acts of 
legislation incorporating a company, by which 
they have attempted to secure the navigation of 
that river through their own exertions. ‘Tt is very 
desirable that they should be aided, so far as to 
be granted the concurrence of Congress to their | 
action. I present those acts for the purpose of 
having them referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; and at the same time offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and are 
hereby, instructed to inquire into the propriety and neces- 
sity of a law of this Government appreving and concurring | 
with certain acts of the States of Louisiana and Arkansas, | 
concerning the raft of Red river, and,to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous | 
consent, and agreed to. 


| 
| 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH SPAIN. 


Mr. BELL. I present the following resolution, | 
and ask for its immediate consideration: | 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 
quested to communicate to the Senate, if not, in his opin- 
ion, incompatible with the public interest, copies of all the 
correspondence addressed to Mr. Marcy, Secretary of State, | 
in the years 1854 and 1855, by Horatio J. Perry, Secre- 
tary of Legation at Madrid, together with copies of the | 
letters of Mr. Marcy in reply; and also a copy of an over- | 
ture for a treaty, made by the Spanish Minister of Foreign | 
Affairs, which accompanied the correspondence of Mr. 
Perry, together with the programme of a treaty, if any, and 
which he described, in a letter to the President, as ** con- | 
ceding immense benefits to our commerce, and securing | 
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read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Finance. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
The message further announced thatthe Speaker || 


of the House had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. || 
No. 455) for the relief of Samuel A. Fairchild; 
and it was signed by the Vice President. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. | 


Mr. HUNTER. I must now submit my mo- 
tion to take up the motion to reconsider the bill 
which we acted upon on Saturday. We ought to 
finish something; and I understand it can only 
come up by my calling it up now. I move to | 
take it up. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I appeal to the Senator 
from Virginia to let us get through with the re- 
pee. It is very ahaa chet the motion to which 
ne refers will cause di#®ussion, and he will there- 
by defeat the very object he has in view, to get 
through with something. I think we had much 
better get through with the ordinary morning 
business, and then I am sure the Senator can get 
the floor for the purpose of making his motion. || 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Arkansas 
can get his reports in to-morrow; but this is the 
only chance we have to get this question acted | 





at once. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The morning business || 


will only occupy a few minutes. I hope the Sen- 
ator will allow us to present petitions and reports. 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot give way. I must 
submit the question to the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and || 
seconded that the Senate take up the motion to 
reconsider the vote passing the bill (H.R. No. 
666) making appropriations for the consular and | 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the | 
year ending the 30th of June, 1860. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
Sas ul the Senate reconsider the vote passing the 
bill. 

Mr. FITCH. Can a motion be made to lay | 
the motion to reconsider on the table, without car- 
rying the bill with it?) My object in asking the 


| question is to make the motion, in order to cut | 


off debate, if it can be made without carrying the 
bill with it. 





the prompt and complete protection of the political, reli- | 
gious, and social rights of our citizens, in future, in every | 
— of the Spanish domain, in consideration for similar 

nefits conceded to Spanish subjects and their commerce 
by the United States.” 


Mr. MASON. Let it go over. 
Mr. BELL. I want to appeal to the Senator | 
from Virginia. Does he mean to block this in- 
quiry? 
Mr. MASON. Let the resolution go over. I 
object to its consideration to-day. 
ir. BELL. Unless it can be acted on to-day 
it can be of no service, I suppose, in the further | 
discussion of the important subject to which it | 
relates. I trust the Senator from Virginia will | 
withdraw his objection. 
Mr. MASON. Iam sorry I cannot do it. I | 
make the objection out of no sort of discourtesy 
to the honorable Senator; but I think we had bet- | 
ter examine the resolution a little. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being | 
made, the resolution lies over. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auen, its Clerk, announced that the 

ouse insists upon its disagreement to certain 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. | 
664) making appropriations for the current and | 
contingent expenses of the Indian department, | 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various | 
Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1860; | 
agrees to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the ee votes of the two Houses thereon; 
and ha at Mr. A. B. Greenwoop, of 

r 





i} To 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
the rule of the Senate is different from that of the 
House of Representatives in that respect. 

Mr. STUART. That motion would certainly 
a the bill with it. 

r. FITCH. I am satisfied. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senate 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed ? | 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. President 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator will allow mea 
moment. The reconsideration is for the purpose, | 
as I understand, of introducing the amendment of 
the Senator from Rhode Island. He wished to | 
try the sense of the Senate upon it, but I think | 
when he comes to find that the practice of the | 
Department has been what I stated it on Satur- | 
day to be, merely to give the minister the gold 
dollar at the place where he resides, and that he | 
is allowed in the way of exchange only the actual | 
expense of taking it to the place, he will scarcely 
press his motion fora reconsideration. In order | 
to prove that that is the case, I want to read the 
circular of the Treasury Department on that very 
matter, which shows that the minister is paid in 
the gold coin of the United States, according to the 
value of the gold dollar, and the Government as- 
sumes to put the gold dollar at the place at which 
he resides, which it can do either by carrying it 
there, or by paying the actual expense which it 
takes to get it there. 1 think this circular will put 
an end to the question: 


[Circular.]} 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
ComPTROLLER’s Orrice, October 1, 1858. 
» United States , at : 

















Arkansas, . J. 8. Morritt, of Vermont, and 
Mr. Samvex A. Smrrn, of Tennessee, managers 
at the same, on its part. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed a bill (H. R. No. 667) making ap- 
Propriations for the support of the Army for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1860; which was 


Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury having decided that 
when payments are made to our foreign ministers, consuls, 
commercial agents, &c., &c., for salary by means of drafts 
drawn in the foreign countries where they are accredited 
and located, they shall be entitled to payment in a gold or | 
silver currency of equal value to the gold coinage paid 
at the United States Treasury; and also, that only such 
charges for losses by exchange as shall be shown to have 
been actually and necessarily sustained in the negotiation 
or sale of such drafis will be allowed at the Treasury, it has 

\| become necessary to prescribe forms of certificates conform- 


| 


5 

i 

1 

on. We want to send the bill back to the House | China..... otees FMOkscoce eeseee Money of account, : 
4 

3 





| 
| 


— ee 








ing to these decisions, and, as far as practicable, to establish 
fixed and uniform standards of vatue for the various foreign 
coins m which such dratts may be paid. 

You are therefore instructed that hereafter, in making up 
your accounts, you will be required to present vouchers in 


| accordance with the forms herewith, containing au exam- 


ple, and exhibiting : 
First. The date of draft; 
Second. The amount of draft in the United States cur- 


|| renecy; 


Third. Gross amount of draft in foreign currency ; 

Fourth. The rate of exchange ; 

Fifth. The cost of negotiation or sale of draft ; 

Sixth. The net proceeds in foreign currency ; 

Seventh. The net proceeds in United States currency ; 

Eighth. Upon whom and on what account drawn ; 
And in estimating the relative value of the foreign currency, 
in which you may receive the proceeds of your drafts to the 
gold coinage of the United States, you will use the value 
placed upon the same in the table given below, namely: 


Table of foreign coins, with their equivalents in United 
States currency, gold valuation, pr ed at the request of 









the Comptroller of the Treasury, November, re jim 
Austria.........Specie dollar... Silver............ 1@5 
ar steea cate PROT asc cecsee of  Mgetepecemes”6=6G 

| Brasil.......... Double milreis., © ccocsccocssee PDS 
Belgium... 2... .. Frames. o.ee eee GOldsccrececeseee 19 3 
66 he Ob nin mice, enn <p ee ree 
Bremen........ Rix dollar...... Money ofaccount, 75 0 
Buenos Ayres... Doubloon....... Gold..... cectosss lo OO O 

| Central America,Dollar......... eSilver..cccescosee 1000 
1) OD wwcvndeces © 6 Odssccnee “ coeccgectacs se 

C6 cccccccnce “§ BOWeesese ear oreee 

a8 0 

Denmark.......8pecie daler....Silver............ 1 107 

6“ cocscone mign-Demk daler. “ § .cccccoctscsss BS 
England........ Sovereign ......GOld.sccssseseees 448 

| FYance...ecceee Franc..cccecere OF onenee teebate re 
66 eeeve cece 20-frane piece... “ being..... + 3&0 

> eee nces PHONG, 2600 vce MBM ey ce sccctes 19 6 
Germany Nort’, Thaler..... coon ~4 \ gu euntys cuth-aeee 
6s South, Florin........+. , .sneces ane Se 
Hamburg. ..... Mare-banco....Moneyofaccount, 37 0 

| India. covcscovee Rupee. aco. cccecUVEFcoveversecee: )9ee 
fr eead eecvce Star pagado....Gold............. 1 810 
Lombardy...... RsbeO. cr cesccovds DVO eciven cesesia a 8 
Mexico..... once OME. 200 ctece o | ©. saeco cankewas 1062 
Naples.........Scudo..... cocae §©  aencketnoenel nan 
er  cebesceet Carlin... cesccoce Oe - peecpecess a wes 

ee eeeeeeesOnzia, (Ounce).Gold......- eserves 2480 

6 Acdewever Ducat..........Moneyofaccount, 83 0 

| Netherlands....Guilder.. ...... Silver .cccssccosee 4b4 
Norway ....... Specie daler.... “* csesccesseese 1 IGT 
PORD. oo cccccses Dollar, new..... * seccsecosses GeO 
BS iw oive Seve 6 BBiveiicc © ccnwdcdric «-- 1060 
Portugal........ Milveigvscccccss *envnccecisscayhneen 
Prussia......... ThalePec.ccrese, % csngucd cosce . ae 
BD eseoccecs Scudo...... cece,  seensaces --» 1060 
RUssid.cccocscee Rouble........ 0 scsvecsucal pane 
Sardinia........Franc orlira.... “ sssoccsoccse 196 
Spain 00. cecece Real VENOM dca “4: Jecresserccee OO® 
66 deueeeeees New doubloon..Gold..... Soccoent Meee 
“ New Peninsula Silver, (peso of 1015 

ee dollar, 20 reals,) , 

| Sweden........ Specie daler...-Silver........ wow. LI 
| Turkey.....+... Piastre,........Gold orsilver..... 044 
FUSER esc nc00 F 10Gcnc.0ecccnttctehssnbetielaa nan 


N. B. Four of the above, being moneys of account only, 
are estimated by their legal relation to certain coins. 
JAMES ROSS SNOWDEN, 


Director of the Mint. 
Mint or THE Unirep States, 


PHitaDELPuia, November 12, 1857. 


As United States diplomatic and consular officers are in- 
structed to transmit their accounts for contingent, miscel- 
laneous, and authorized expenses, in the currency of the 
United States, and to draw their drafts for the reimburse- 
ment of the same, not in foreign money of account or cur- 
rency, but for its equivalent in money of the United States, 
the same rule will apply, and the same vouchers will be 
required to accompany, in all cases, this class of accounts. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


» Comptroller. 

Mr. GWIN. I want to raise a point of order. 
Itis stated here that a motion to lay this motion 
to reconsider on the table carries the bill with it. 
If that is the decision of the Chair, | want to ap- 

eal. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair made 
no decision whatever. The Senator from Indi- 








| ana withdrew his motion. 


Mr. GWIN. IL ask if I make a motion to la 
this motion to reconsider on, the table, whether it 
carries the bill with it or not? If we lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table, will not the bill 


| be sent to the other House? 


The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senator from 





|” Mr. GWIN. 


California can make the motion. The Chair wiil 
then determine whether it is in order. 

Mr. GWIN. I make the motion. The Sen- 
ator from Michigan (Mr. Stvakt] made a motion 
some time ago to lay the motion to reconsider the 
Pacific railroad bill on the table; and he stated 
that, if his motion prevailed, it would carry the 
bill with it. If that be the case, and such is the 
deeision of the Chair, I want to appeal. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will not 
press that point of order. 

I want to stop debate. 
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an agent to St. Domingo and to Hayt, where a | 
new state of affairs exists; one, perhaps, that may 
require the presence of some very intelligent and | 


usage in the House of Representatives has been 
different. 


The practice of the Senate is as now | 











Mr. TOOMBS. That depends on the exchange 
entirely. 


Mr. HUNTER. Sodo I; but we cannot do it. } of money shall be drawn from the Treasury, under any law ation, I moved to reconsider the bill with a view becaus 

Mr. REID. It is too late to attempt that now. ee ee ene nan ee tie a tas | of offering the amendment. 1 supposed it would gold. | 

‘oD ¥ > ’ P » : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | jyesiient shall be, and be hereby is, authorized to cause || Ot pass; but, afterwards, I was assured it would, put he 
Virginia ison the floor; and the Senator from Cal- | the same to be duly settled annually, with the accounting || The Senator from Virginia has read a circular, yalued 
HMornia takes the floor to ask the Chair what is his | oy pee Treasury, in ay pom _—— — is fo 1 stating in what way these accounts for excha then I 

- : : say: by causing the same to be accounted for specially, in : ti 
opinion in a given case. ’ ol fanianaiin Cinteeindinesaeeetiiiene tapeet meee, b> his || are made up. I will state that 1 went to the State that 

Mr. GWILN.,_ I want to make a motion, judgment,*e made public, and by making a certificate of || Department, and called for some of those certif.. regula 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator from | the amount of such expenditures ag he may think it advis- || cates of exchange, and they gave me certificates what | 
Virginia yields, the Chair will decide the question, | able not to specify, aud every such certificate shall be || ag late as December, I think, some of which | Mr. 

Mr. SLIDELL, With the consent of the Sen- | pt nian Th OF oume therein ¢x- had read, and one of those which | submitted the ot 
ator from Virginia, I wish to state another reason | ; .__ || Was made up after that circular. I had the cir. The ¢ 
that induces me tq vote for the reconsideration of | I merely state this so that my reason for voting | cular by me, and I could not conceive that the ramifi 
this bill, and I think my friend from Virginia will | for the reconsideration may not be misunder- || circular of the Secretary of the Treasury would of pa 
assent to the propriety of it. It is in reference to | stood. I think it imperatively necessary that this allow twenty-four or thirty per cent.; but | See how | 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio, |, bill should be reconsidered. | that merchants have hitherto certified what the pay | 
(Mr. Puveu,]} and which received the sanction of || Mr. MASON. I have buta word to say. It || realexchange was on the day the bill was drawn, costs 
the Senate. ‘The purport of that amendment is, | Was the pleasure of the Senate to adopt that re- || whether the bill was to be sold or not; and that Mr 
that no diplomatic agents of any kind shall be || maining clause of the amendment of the Senator || the State Department issued another circular, re. day, 
appointed, or receive any pay, during the fiscal | from Ohio. I pointed en objection to it, that | quiring the officers to state what they were sold drafts 
year commencing July 1, 1859, excepting those | !t would repeal, by implication, a very wise pro- || at. I see here, that a bill of $496 on London sold from 
who may be specified in the bill. Now, I pre- || vision of the existing law, and I said, that what |! at $233. I will read, for the information of the per ¢ 
sume, that the Senator from Ohio did not intend || other effect it might have upon the existing laws || Senator from Virginia, an extract from a book [| hund 
that this restriction should apply to the disposi- || and usages of the country, I could not tell. I am || have got from the State Department, showing we p 
tion of the contingent fund, because if it does, it || very happy to find that the honorable Senatorfrom || how perfectly we are in the control of foreigners That 
certainly cannot receive the sanction of the Sen- || Louisiana has pointed out another. If there is || about this exchange. It is an arbitrary matter, two 
ate. It will be striking at the very root of the sys- || this legislation sprung upon us without notice, || [ read from the report of our consul to S ranghae, ward 
tem which has prevailed for the last fifty years, | without tinte to peer we) without any examin- | dated June 25, 1855; mak 
almost ever since the establishment of this Gov- | ee ten ee its € ae “eng be, or a a || _ * When the foreign trade became important in China, hs 
ernment. The amendment of the Senator is | ie result will be to unsettle and complicate the | foreign dollars were introduced; and, on account of their M 
worded in such general terms, that it may very | existing legislation of the wry which has been || superior qualities as a circulating medium over the ponder. In t 
well bear that construction, and I will ask the framed after deliberation. It will have that effect, Sinan Nenetieeas cee aa iene very 
7 . a . . a ed. 1e Carolus collar was the first adopted 3 after- . 
Secretary to read it, ; : pre caeae roe the expenditures which have wards the Bolivian, Peruvian, Chilian, and Mexican ; but dow 

The Secretary read it, as follows: seen allu ed to. ; the Carolus having been first introduced, the Chinese formed by u 

Provided, That no other embassador, envoy extraordi- | Mr. GWIN. I move to lay on the table this || @ prejudice in its favor to the extent of a discount of ten per how 
nary, minister plenipotentiary, minister resident, commis- || motion to reconsider, and I will give the reason Gas OS er. one this oan was first Penned. tia Chi 
sioner, diplomatic representative, or chargé d’affaires, shall || wt} 4 the motion se re -d the Mexican at a premium over the Car- | 
be Soaluien to any compensation during the said fiscal year. | ? hy . 7 a a free of h we : vei ” See || olus, and the rupee at a premium over both ; but the native - 

4 : s |, what will be the effect of the motion If It succeeds. |) broker from Canton instilled into the traders here the same ext 
Mr. SLIDELL. As I said before, from the || This practice of moving to reconsider appropri- || prejudice which existed where they came from, and the twe 
very foundation of the Government it has been || ation bills is likely to lead to very serious results page ne J ‘eseess elenee aiveldr dt par’ until not 
; . : ie | : 7 ans ' hi ° difference B > twen 2 or per cent. 
the habit of Congress to place at the disposition || in the Senate if it can prevent the bill from being || which is equivalent almost to an entire exclusion from cir. pre 
of the President a certain sum of money to be || further considered until that motion is disposed || culation.” * * * * #* = + * ® n 
employed at his discretion for the purpose of for- || of. 1 have never seen a motion to reconsider an “Thus this prejudice in favor of the Carolus has been for 
eign intercourse. In the bill now under consid- || appropriation bil!, that I recollect, until this ses- ay ee. enn wd i —_ twe 
eration, $50,000 are allowed for the contingent || ston, In the Senate. It has been done twice; this. a ls every year, is aioe omen aaedues The inf 
expenses of all the missions abroad, and for the | is the second time; and now I move to lay this*|| longer it is permitted to exist, the more vexatious will its Ch 
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse the || motion to reconsider on the table, and I wish to || remedy become. See Oereinaiatine is carried ~ the in- ‘ 
4 : bably | bee } | , ; ; ; i > 1 } terior to pay tor teas and silks, and never returns ; us each ; 
sum of $60,000 lamer ow cy y ane “ n no know evecare ae a oer? it ve year sendess the amount.ef circwlating-saediua lees and col 
one bch Sind? We Rave BAS any foreign relaliona, || carry the Out with tt. at Is the decision Of || jess. The Carolus dollar is the standard, and, therefore, as cu 
in which it has not been necessary for the Presi- | the Chair, | want to appeal from that decision, || it decreases in qhantity. exchange rises. The same houses the 
dent of the United States, either to charge per- | so that we shall establish the practice here that || =n ae - — of maa es na also dis- rel 
. . ta 3 llof . . ; 7 : count a 1 so exchange, and thus ho the entire com- 
a who pe no gen recognized a r with if Pin cere to page 8 matte ame i at | mereia) machinery of this port at their conerol.. They dic. th 
the task o aaaneang St ormation in foreign coun- || on the table, it does not disturb the bill; it does || count bills of exchange at whatever rates they please to fix co 
tries, or perhaps of carrying on some informal | not prevent its being taken to the other House. at Canton and wll the other ports.in China, The foreign in 
negotiation without consulting the Senate upon {| My object is to facilitate business. A motion to an days ne apranne ey m tte ane with = ne 
: ee : } RF ‘ : . . erence to their purity in silver as compared with sycee ; bu 
the subject. If the Senate were in session, and || lay on the table is to be decided without debate || ere a distinction is hepe up tn faver of the Glareins@is ehova m 
the appointment were to assume any official form, —SU mmarily disposed of. 1 ' its relative value in pure silver, and against all other dollars fr 
of course it would be necessary to submit it to i] The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will || far below theirs. ‘Thus exchange, at this port, rules from m 
the sanction of the Senate; but under the — || state to the Senate, in answer to the Senator from | a to thirty per cent. abové any other port in tk 
visions of this amendment, as I understand it, || California, that the question is: ‘* Will the Senate -? Ww 
during the recess of Congress, if any sudden | reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed?’’ || _ I introduced these certificates cl 
emergency should arise by which it became ne- || The Senator from California moves to lay that Mr. HUNTER. I propose to the Senator from C 
cessary to send a special mission to any part of || motion on the table. The Chair recognizes the || Rhode Island that he and I submit the question te 
the world, or even to send private agents having || motion of the Senator from California to be in || upon the papers he and I have read. ts 
no public diplomatic character, the President || order; but, before the vote is taken upon it, the Mr. SIMMONS. I have several others. 0 
would be unable to do it. He has now in Mex- | Senator desires to know what will be t e effect of Mr. HUNTER. The question was so largely v 
ico, an agent not clothed with any official pub-| that vote. Perhaps it may expedite business for || debated on Saturday, and we have so little time, 
lic functions ag a déplomat—Mr. Churchwell, a || the Chair to give his opinion. The Chair thinks that [ hoped we might decide it at once. , t 
former member of Congress is there for the pur- | that if the Jenate shall determine that the motion Mr. KING. There has been a good deal of - 86¢ 
pose of acquiring information; information es- || shall lie on the table, it lies there subject to be || discussion on this subject; and I wish to inquire ¢ 
sential to the proper conduct of our foreignaffairs. | called up by the Senate at any time, and the effect | if either of these gentlemen can tell how much 1 
He either has, or wishes to send, very shortly, | of it is still to suspend the operation of the bill. | money goes outof the Treasury to pay the salary 
| The bill goes with the motion to the table. The || of the minister to China? 
' 
' 


discreet man. If this amendment be adopted, and | 
k 


it be susceptible of the construction which I thin 





j 
j 
} 


stated by the Chair. Undoubtedly, it might be 
very convenient to make a motion to lay on the 





Mr. KING. I want to know how much it took 
for the aiitinn year? 


it may bear, the President is cut off in the exer- || table, if carried, decisive; but such has not been Mr. TOOMBS. It was the salary and ex- 
cise of those powers which have uniformly been ‘the u of the Senate. change. 

conceded to every President by every Congress. Mr. GWIN. Then I will not make the motion Mr. KING. Can the Senator from Georgia 
I shall vote to reconsider this bill, for the purpose || for the present. say how much that was? 

of confining this amendment to the specific appro- Mr. SIMMONS. I suppose the question now r. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. 


priations made up to line sixteen, which include 
all foreign missions, leaving the appropriations 
for contingent expenses of foreign missions, and 
for the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, 
under the discretion of the President, to disburse 
the money as he may think proper, subject only 


is on reconsidering the vote passing the bill? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis the motion 


| before the Senate. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I want to state to the Senator 


| from. California that | withdrew my amendment 
| on Saturday, because I supposed the sense of 


Mr. KING. How much? 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot state exactly what 
was the rate of exchange; but the minister to 
China was paid in the value of our gold currency, 
and he was allowed the exchange established by 
trade—that is to say, the mere expense of getting 


to that accountability which exists to Congress _ the Senate was averse to the proposition. I was || it there. The Senator will see that the circular 
under the laws. : afterwards told that I was mistaken in that, and || provides that he is to get that, and nothing but 
Now, I will read the third section of the act of || that the objection to the amendment, as to || that. The whole discretion left in the Depart- 


the Ist of May, 1810. That law has never been 
repealed, changed, or modified, in any way since. 
It is now the existing law: i] 





_in Committee of the Whole, was, that it allowed 
_ the privilege of retaining ten per cent. exchange 


on the drafts, and if that was stricken out it 


“See. 3, ind be it further enacted, That whereanysums |, would be agreed to. After having that inform- 





ment, is to see whether he charges the true rate 
of exchange or not—that is to say, the true eX- 
pense of aenmpering she money to him. If heis 
paid in gold dollars, he gets so many less dollars, 
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because the silver dollar is more valuable than the | 


gold. He may take it in any currency he pleases; 
hut he has to take it according to its value, as 
valued by our gold currency, our gold dollar; and 
then he has, in addition, the expense of getting 
that to the place where he resides, and that is 


regulated by the actual rate of exchange—that is, | 


what trade has made it. 

Mr. KING. The Senator from Rhode Island, 
the other day, said it took $20,000 to pay $12,000. 
The object of my inquiry was, through all these 
ramifications and circumlocutions about the mode 
of payment, to see whether anybody could say 
how many dollars went out of the Treasury to 

ay it. 
e to pay the minister to China. 


Mr. SIMMONS. 


drafts drawn for these salaries, and they varied 


from forty-twe per cent. discount to twenty-four | 
At forty-two it is about one | 


er cent, discount. 
hundred and seventy-one cents for every dollar 


we pay; and one of them was at sixty per cent.; | 
That would be one hundred and sixty-six and | 
oes to- | 


ward the salary, and on a $12,000 salary it would | 


two thirds cents for every dollar that 


make just $20,000. 

Mr. KING. Was that amount paid ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. That was in the year 1857. 
In the latter part of 1858, when business was 


very dull, owing to the revulsion, exchange came | 


down to twenty-four per cent. The report made 


by the Treasury Department, which I read, shows | 


how this varied. I had a conversation with a 


China merchant, this morning, who explained to | 
me the mode of keeping accounts there, and the | 
It often varies | 


extreme variations in exchange. 
twenty per cent. in a single week. My object is 
not to embarrass anybody on this bill; but to 
yrovide that we shall pay in the legal coin of the 


Jnited States, not the arbitrary value fixed on | 


foreign coin, in foreign currency, that may vary 


twenty per cent: in a week. [ will state, for the | 
information of the Senate, the mode in which this | 


China currency is regulated. 

The only legal currency in China is a copper 
coin, which they call cash. That is all the legal 
currency there is there; and the common dollar 
that is the circulating medium is not the legal cur- 
rency, but the medium of trade. The price of 
the silver dollar that circulates there, in these 
copper coins, is from twelve to eighteen hundred 
in the dollar, according as they are in demand or 
not. All accounts in China are rendered in so 
many taels. 
from China, they say they pay twenty taels a 
measure; and a measure is thirty-three and one 
third pounds; and these taels, when the account 
was first established, represented the dollar of 
currency in the country. The last advice from 


China is, that it requires one hundred and nine- | 


teen of the Carolus dollars to buy one hundred 
taels. There is no steadiness in the market; and 
our ministers are paid in this variable currency, 
which varies from time to time. 

I have no disposition to reduce the‘pay of men; 
but I say, as a principle, we should pay our offi- 
cers in one coin all over the world, in our own 


coin; and we ought to bg at the expense of re- | 
mitting thatcoin to them where they do the work; | 


butas to making it their interest to sell their drafts 
whenever this variation is against them, it is not 
proper. We shall never carry our currency into 


circulation anywhere, when it is the interest of | 


every agent we have, in every country in the 
world, to have it depreciated as much as possi- 
ble; because, the more it depreciates, the more 
they get for their salary. ‘This reform was rec- 
ommended by a former Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; and I had supposed there would be no ob- 
Jection to it. It will probably cost fifty or sixty 
thousand dollars to pay this exchange. I see 
there is an appropriation in the bill of $45,000. 

1 certainly have no feeling about this subject. 

did notknow, when I was speaking on Saturday, 
who was minister to China. 1 will say now that 
the man has been changed without my attention 
having been called to it. Lam assured by two old 
China merchants that the last quotations of the 
Carolusdollar are six shillings and nine pence to 
the dollar—a penny more than I stated the other 
day—so that you get less than three dollars for a 
pound sterling in Tessie. when you draw on 
England. The intrinsic value of the Carolus dol- 


want to know how many dollars it | 


I presented here, on Satur- | 
day, certificates showing the rates paid on the | 


When you get an invoice of teas | 
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lar is about six cents and four mills above our | 


'| gold standard, and yet we are paying from sixty 


|| toseventy percent. premium on it. | think every- 
| body ought to be willing to have a uniform mode 
\| of oo to the officers of the Government. I 


|| state 
verted it, that when we appointed a minister to | 
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|| to 
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on Saturday, and I think nobody contro- 


go abroad with $12,000 salary, a contract is made 
pay him in the gold coin of the United States; 
that is the law. Any expense of transportation 
so as to get the money to him, I am willing to 


provide for; but as to paying $1 75 for a dollar, | 


there is no reason for it. I hope that the vote will 
be reconsidered; and on that question I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HUNTER, 
call for the yeas and nays on the motion to recon- 
sider, as it seems we have to reopen the bill to 
correct the error pointed out by 
Louisiana. I hope, by icanaah consent, we shall 
reconsider it, and decide these two points; and I 


submit to the Senator from Rhode Island whether | 


it would not be as well to take the sense of the 
Senate onhis amendment without further debate ? 


I am very anxious to close this bill, and send it | 


to the House. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr 


in the chair.) The question is on the motion to | 


reconsider. 
Mr. PUGH. 
consider on the table. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
Mr. PUGH. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, Will the Senate reconsider the vote passing 
the bill? 


Mr. TOOMBS and Mr. HALE called for the | 


yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to; there 
being, on a division—ayes thirty-four, noes not 
counted, 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to reconsider the vote 
on the engrossment of the amendments and the 
third reading of the bill, so as to get back to the 
stage where an amendment may be made. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I now offer the amendment 
I moved on Saturday. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think the other comes in 
order first. 

Mr. SIMMONS. No; I made this motion to 
reconsider, so as to offer the amendment. I mod- 


| ify the amendment as I offered iton Saturday, by 


eee out the allowance for exchange. 
Mr. HUNTER. Let the amendment be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

And provided further, That the salaries provided for in 
this section, and the salaries and compensation of all other 
otlicers provided for in this act, shall be computed in the 
legal currency of the United States; and in no case shall 


| there be any allowance to any officer upon any draft drawn 


by him for his salary. 

Mr. HUNTER. As I understand, that cuts 
out any allowance of the cost of getting the money 
there. 

Mr. TOOMBS. This no more gets rid of the 
difficulties of this inequality, than the amend- 


ment which the Senator moved as to the ten per | 


cent. Itis still unequal. If you give a minister 
in Austria, for instance, $12,000, as you do, 1 


believe, by this amendment, in the money of the | 
United States, which is rather more valuable than | 
the money of Austria, he can actually buy for it | 


there a bill of exchange, payable in a better cur- 
rency, ata premium. So he gets more money 
than the $12,000. Itisdifferent in a far-off coun- 
try like China. Distance is one element of natural 
exchange, laying aside the difference in money. 
As to your minister to Pekin, this is the first time 
you are sending one there. ilitherto you have 
sent your ministers to reside at Shanghae. Since 
your late treaty, you send him to Pekin. He is 
there in the country; he wants the money. Isit 
the object of the Senator to change the. mode of 
paying foreign ministers which has existed from 
the beginning of the Government, and make him 

ut his money in Pekin? ‘That is the effect of it. 
Gi so, you make him pay the cost of getting it 
there. Generally speaking, exchange is a little 
less than the cost of getting the money to a par- 





I hope the Senator will not 


the Senator from | 


I move to lay the motion to re- | 


That carries the bill with it. | 
I wantto carry the bill with it. | 
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the risk or danger. If it costs him ten or fifteen 
per cent., with the risk and distance, in exchange 
and loss of interest, you reduce his salary that 
much, while you pay your minister in Austria 
more than his $12,000. Yet the Senator says he 
wants to pay them both $12,000 in the currency 
of the United States, but he does not do it, He 
fails to do it by all that difference. 

The only just and equal rule is the one now 
adopted at the Treasury Department. You pay 
the minister, under that circular, his’$12,000, and 
the cost of getting it to him. If itis more cost! 
to get your money to a more distant country, if 
there is more difficulty and danger in getting it 
there, the more you pay; but, under this amend- 
ment, you take off the salary of a man just in 
proportion to the difficulty of getting his money 
to him. The more difficulty and the more expen- 
sive itis to get his money to him, his salary is 
reduced by the amendments although the effect, 
nominally, is to give each man $12,000 of the 
money of the United States. The minister is not 
here to get it. He must draw his draft or send 
for it, or you must send it to him. It costs some- 
thing to get it to him. If he is in distant portions 
of the world, on the other side of the globe, thou- 
sands and thousands of miles away, where there 
is very unfrequent communication, it taking six 
or eight months to get there, he loses interest, and 
has to encounter the difficulties of freight; and 
instead of paying him what you affect to pay him, 
$12,000, you deduct what it costs to get the money 
to him. 
|| If you are going to alter the system, that is not 
the true basis of alteration. ou are departing 
from the rule of justice toa rule of injustice. Take 
the consul general at Canada a near place to us; 
or take the minister to Mexico, where he can get 
his money from the United States probably in 
less than ten days at the natural exchange, and 
the risk and insurance and cost of the transporta- 
|| tion of the coin. You may get it to him for one 
|| or two percent.; and if you give him $12,000, 
he gets $12,000, less this diminished exchange, 
Now, take the minister in China. He loses six 
or eight months’ interest in the first place, for he 
cannot draw his salary until itis due. Besides 
making him lose several months’ interest, you 
now propose to increase the disadvantages of his 
position. Mr. Guthrie, in this report which the 
| Senator has crammed from for this discussion, 
tells us that the system of which the Senator 
complains has been the uniform practice. He 
says: 

‘¢ But as the mode of transacting the business and adjust- 
ing the accounts have sheir commencement with the Gov 
ernment, and the indirect sanction of Congress, by appro- 
priations, to cover these losses on exchange, it was deemed 
proper to submit it to Congress for their consideration and 
| action.” 
| Then you are going to alter the system on 
| which your salaries have been based, upon some 
|| of which the Government actually gains, accord- 

ing to this very book, by-the present rule. The 

Government gains as much over twelve thousend 

| dollars as exchange is in our favor, oras our gold 
|| dollar is above the unit of Austria, or Prussia, or 
|| wherever the minister happens tobe. In other 

countries, for instance in China, it is different; 
exchange is the other way. The Senator from 
Rhode Fiend tells us that everybody has an in- 
terest init. I should suppose they had not the 
|| slightest interest in the world. All the laws of 
this country will never alter exchange in China, 
You may pass a statute-book full of them; you 
may get the Senator from Rhode Island to frame 
them, and every law he can frame and, the Senate 
|| can pass, from now to the day of judgment, will 
| not effect the exchange between China and Lon- 
|| don a single particle. 
| Mr. FOOT. It is evident that the discussion 

| on this bill will occupy the day from present in- 
dications. I move, therefore, to postpone the 
further consideration of this bill anh all prior or- 
| ders for the time being, with a view to proceed to 

|| the consideration of the bill to facilitate the acqui- 
| sition of the Island of Cuba, in order to give the 
} Opportunity to my colleague, [Mr. Cottamer,] 
1 
| 
1] 











who took the floor on that bill on Thursday last, 
to be heard uponitatthistime. At the conclusion 
of his remarks, I presume it will be the sense of 
the Senate to resume the consideration of the bill 
how, before us. 
|. Mr, SLIDELL. I do not wish to be understood 


ticular place; but it may be more, on account of || as atall giving consent to any such arrangement. 
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I am perfectly willing this bill should now be 
postponed ; and I desire that the Senator from Ver- 
mont should go on to-day; but it is evident that 
if we are to arrive at a vote on the Cuba bill, the 
discussion must be closed to-day or to-morrow. 
I hope, that when it is once taken up, no other 
business will be entertained by the Senate unt it 
is disposed of; and I give notice that, so faras my 
efforts will go, I shall endeavor to bring the Sen- 
ate toa final vote on that question to-morrow, 
and, if it be necessary, in the night, if we cannot 
get through with it in the course of the day. 

Mr. HUNTER. I regret extre mely to do any- 
thing that may interfere with the wishes of the 
Senator from Vermont in regard to addressing the 
Senate on this question; but it is obvious that if 
the appropriation bill be passed by now, itis un- 
certain when it will ever be resumed again. I 
believe we have reached that period of the session 
when itis my duty to press the appropriation bills 
so far as I can, and, with that sense of duty, | 
must ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Before the vote is taken, I 
desire to ask whether it cannot be understood by 
common consent that we will vote on the bill now 
under consideration without further debate. 

Mr. KING. It cannot be understood by com- | 
mon consent that the Cuba bill is to be acted on 
before we adjourn. 

Mr WILSON. I want it understood that the 
vote will not be taken for some days, until a large 
number of speeches be made on the subject; and 
we shall take time to make them. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Senators on the opposite side 
do not understand me. I ask, cannot the vote be 
taken on the consular and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill without further discussion? 

Mr. KING. That I do not know. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We cannot control gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire not to interpose 
on the subject. If the Senate really wish to 
take the vote on the appropriation bill, very 
well, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont moves to postpone the considera- | 
tion of the present bill and all prior orders to take 
up the bill (S. No, 497) making appropriation to | 
facilitate the acquisition of the Island of Cuba by 
negouation. 

“he question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulied—yeas 24, nays 31, as follows: 
YEAS— Messrs. Bell, Bigier, Broderick, Brown, Cam 
eron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doo- 
little, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Houston, Johnson of Ten- | 
nessee, Mallory, Pugh, Rice, Simmons, Slidell, Thompson | 

of Kentucky, Trumbull, and Wade—24. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Bright, Chesnut, 
Clay, Clingman, Douglas, Durkee, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammond, Harlan, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Jones, King, Mason, Reid, Sebastian, 
Seward, Smith, Stuart, Toombs, Ward, and Wilson—31. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Rhode Island to the appropriation bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope this amendment will 
be adopted, not because I desire that the salaries 
of the ministers who are abroad should be re- 
duced; for I am not sufficiently advised to know 
whether that would be proper, but because I think 
it should appear upon the face ef the law what 
salary we pay. I am little surprised that the Sen- 
ator from Georgia, who is usually in favor of 
doing things openly and above board, should ad- 
vocate a kind of system which makes it impos- 
sible for us to tell’what salary a man receives. | 
Now, let us pay our foreign ministers in the 
currency of the United States, and if the minister 
to China ought to have, $12,000, or $20,000, or 
$40,000, make it so; but do not leave it to the 
uncertain arrangements of bills of exchange, that | 
he shall make a profit on the amount paid him by 
drawing a bill for it. If the amount paid is too 
smail, raise it toa sufficient sum; but here you 
leave a margin by this system by which officers, || 
perhaps, may make a little speculation. It does 
seem to me that we ought to pay our ministers in 
the legal coin of our own country, and pay them 
an adequate sum, and not allow them to draw a 
draft of $12,000, and then pay twenty per cent. 
premium, or forty per cent. Therefore I hope 
the amendment will be adopted, and upon that | 
qrestion, as I do not see the Senator from Rhode 
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Island in his seat, I hope we may have the yeas | 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Ido not wish to delay the Sen- 
ate a moment; but I do not want the Senator to 
bring my position into a different one which ® 
grows out of his not comprehending the principle 
atall. The present rule is. just as certain a one 
as it is possible to have. [ say, thatto pay aman 
his salary in the country where he is to expend 
it, is the right principle; but that is not a fixed 
quantity. What it costs to putit there is a vari- 
able quantity. I have already shown that the 
Government gains by it sometimes; and the rule is 
a fixed one, anda good one. Itis notonly an old 
one, but a good one. 


rying the money to the country where he lives, | 
or make him pay it? Your ministers do not get | 
the same salary if you pay them the same num- 
ber of gold dollars at the Tessas. because, as I 
endeavored to explain, one is in a country where 
the cost of converting our currency is not more 
than one half of one per cent., while another is 
where it is twenty per cent. One half of one per 
cent. would come off the salary of one, and off that 
of the other there would come twenty per cent. If 
I were abroad in England, and had to pay adebt 
in New York, | must send the money there, or 
pay the expense of carrying it there. If you 
pay aman in a foreign country, you must send | 
your money there or provide for it. Do you pay 
a colonel of the Army in Oregon at the Treasury ? 
That would be unjust, for the colonel in Wash- 
ington city would get his five thousand gold dol- 
lars; but it he were in Oregon, it might cost him 
five per cent. to get his money; and therefore you 
would pay to colonels in the Army different rates. 
A clerk draws $2,000, and gets his $2,000; but if 
yes pay to aman in Oregon from your Treasury | 
vere thesame number of dollars, without providing 


for the cost of carrying the money, you take that | 


much off his salary. It is a simple question, | 
whether the Government will pay the cost of 
putting the money there, or the man himself? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not see how it is as 
certain now as it would be if we had a fixed 
amount paid out of the Treasury. There is not 
one man in ten thousand who can tell you how | 
much money it takes out of the ‘Treasury to pay 
the salary of the minister at Constantinople. | 
doubt if the Senator from Georgia can tell to-day | 
how many dollars it will take from the Treasury 
to pay it. He knows that we pay a certain salary, | 
and then we pay the expenses incurred 
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ject the United States to the expense of getting 


the coin to the foreign country, instead of the 
minister. ‘ 
Mr. SIMMONS. 
ever to that. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


I have no objection what. 


to 
Now, I understand we 


| are to pay the amount of the salary in the coun. 


| 


I say again, the question || 
is whether you will pay the man the cost of car- || 


try where the minister is resident, (** That is it.’”} 
and of course, we are to be at the expense of 
transporting it there. [‘* Yes.’’) That, I think, 
is right. 

Mr. GREEN. If that is the effect of the amend. 
ment as now amended, it is wrong; for it is our 
duty to make the payment at the place where the 
officer is located. That is the present law, with. 
out this amendment. It is the present practice 
and the present law. I will state that the reason 
why I object to this amendment, and why it 


| ought to be voted down. Under the law as it now 
stands, the contract is to pay the officer wherever 
_ he is located, and to incur the expense of getting 


the money to that place. That money is got to 


| the location eae through drafts in a com- 


mercialexchange. The Department authorizes 
the minister to draw on London, Liverpool, or 
Paris, just as the course of trade shows it to be 
for the interests of the Government to permit him 
to draw. This is all right and proper; but the 
Attorney General decided under the law as it now 


| is, thatif a minister, in the course of trade, can 


sella draft ata premium, he must account for that 
premium and pay it into the Treasury. Adopt 
this amendment and the consequence will be that 
wherever it is sold at a loss, the Government will 
have to foot the bill, and wherever it is at a pre- 
mium the minister will put it in his pocket. The 
law as it now is, is equitable, fair, and just. If 
it can be sold at a premium, let him account for 


| it; he ought to get no more than the ae If it 


is sold at less, he ought to be paid the deficiency, 
The law is better as it is, and the amendment 
ought to be voted down entirely. 

Mr. SIMMONS. One word. Under this 
amendment, a man abroad who has a salary, has 
his choice to draw on the Treasury or take the 
money in the country where he is. ‘That is the 
whole of it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


_resulted—yeas 24, nays 33; as follows: 


Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator will allow me to || 


interrupt him. If 1 owe $1,000, payable in New 
Orleans, how many dollars will it take to pay it? 
Is that a certain sum? I am herein Washington 
city, with $1,000 in my pocket, will that pay my 
$1,000 due in New Orleans? It will take me 
$1,000, and the cost of getting it there. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It may cost something to 
get it there; but if he has $1,000 payable in New 
Orleans, of course the contract compels him to 
pay it there; but I would pay our ministers in | 
this country the amount that is due them, and let | 
them get it wherever they want the money. Let | 
that be a private transaction; and let them draw 
for it, if they please. 
not enough, increase it. 
have some knowledge of what the ordinary ex- 
penses of this transfer may be; but I would prefer 
to pay a fixed sum. I want the people of this 
country to know how much they pay to a min- 
ister at Constantinople, or a minister at Pekin. 
They do not know by this system. 

Mr. HUNTER. I rise to appeal to the Senate 
to let us take a vote. This question has been 
argued until argument is éxhausted. Let us dis- 
pose of this bill, and send it to the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend the amendment 
by inserting after the words, ‘‘ United States,” 
the words, ** and paid in the several countries to 
which the minister, consul, of other officer, is 
accredited,’’ so that it will read: 

And provided further, That the salaries provided for in | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





this section, and the salaries and compensation of all other 
officers provided for in this act, shall be computed in the | 
legal currency of the United States, and paid in the several | 
countries to which the minister, consul, or other officer is 
accredited; and in no case shall there be any allowance to 


any officer on any draft drawn by him for his salary. 
The object of my amendment is simply to sub- 





| sioner, diplomatic representative, or chargé d’affaires, sivall 


| 


i 





YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Dur- 
kee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, Kennedy, 
King, Pugh, Seward, Simmons, ‘T’rumbull, Wade, and Wil- 
son—?4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hale, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, 
Jones, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, 
Shields, Slidell, Smith, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toombs, and Ward—33. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I now move to reconsider the 
amendment adopted on the motion of the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. Pueu,] for the purpose of offer- 
ing, when the reconsideration is had, an amend- 
meit defining more strictly the intention of that 
provision. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


W |} ment which the Senat@r proposes to reconsider 
If the amount we pay is || will be read. 


Some gentlemen may |! 


Mr. SLIDELL. Is it open to amendment now 
without consideration ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is necessary 
to reconsider it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. So I supposed. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which is 
to insert after line sixteen: 


Provided, That no other embassador, envoy extraordi 
nary, minister plenipotentiary, minister resident, commis 


be enutled to any compensation during the said fiscal yea. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on reconsidering the vote by which the Senate 
concurred in this amendment, which was made 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SLIDELL. As the Senate was not full at 
the time I made my former statement, and there 
are many Senators now present who were notin 
then, I wish to state what the object of the recon- 
sideration is. I have no objection at all to the 
provision offered by the Senator from Ohio, pro- 


vided it be qualified by adding the words, ** out of 


the preceding appropriation; so that it will read: 
Provided, That no other embassador, ‘envoy extraordi- 
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r 
nary, minister plewipotentiary, minister resident, commis- | 


<joner, diplomatic representative, or chargé d’affaires, shall || 
pe entiled to any compensation, during the said fiscal year, 
out of the preceding appropriation. 

The object of that amendment is to leave intact, || 
as | said before, the system which has existed || 
without interruption since the year 1810. It was || 
time; and it has not been modified, changed, or 
repealed, since. It had been the subject of annual I] 
legislation before that period; but since 1810, it || 
has been the fixed system of the country. It is 
to allow a certain sum of money to be applied to || 
the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, || 
and the contingent expenses of foreign missions, 
entirely at the discretion of the Executive, to be 
accounted for by him—in cases where the public 
interest will permit that the manner in which the 
money has been expended shall be communicated 
to Congress—by presenting the vouchers, but in 
cases Where the money has been expended for 
objects that it would be improper to communi- 
cate, then the money is drawn from the Treasury 
upon the simple certificate of the President, and 
he is under no obligation to give any account of 
it. The effect of the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Ohio, unaccompanied by the pro- | 
vision I seek to attach to it, would be to take from | 
the President the power that every President has | 
enjoyed since the establishment of this Govern- | 
ment—the right of having a certain sum of money 
to be applied under certain circumstances for ex- | 
igencies in the public service not contemplated, | 
and which could not have been anticipated at the || 
period of the passage of the law, at his discretion. || 

Mr. PUGH. I will only say that, ifthe amend- || 
ment of the Senator from Louisiana is adopted, I | 
should like to withdraw mine, for it will be all 
nullified and made of no use. 

Mr. HALE. I would rather give what the 
Senator from Louisiana asks for in a more direct | 
manner. I do not know how far the doctrine of | 
transfers of appropriations is applied in the va- | 
rious Departments; but | do know that when Con- | 
gress have said, in the most emphatic language | 
that could be used, that no part of the money ap- | 
propriated by a certain bill should be applied to 
pay certain things, the Departments have found | 
another fund that was not expended, which they | 
have transferred. ‘The effect of this amendment, | 
qualified as the Senator from Louisiana proposes, 
will be simply to say that there shall be no extra 
allowance paid out of one fund, but that they may | 
be paid out of another. ‘That will be the mean- 
ing of it. 1 am not clear that I would not be will- 
ing to agree to an amendment such as suggested 


by the Senator from Louisiana, that this should || 


not be construed to limit the discretion of the 
President in the use of his contingent fund. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wili accept the amendment | 
of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. HALE. Then | have no objection to it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Let the amendment be in this 
form: 

Provided, This provision shall not be so construed as to 
control in any degree the disbursements of the contingent 
fund under the authority of the President. | 

Mr. PUGH. I have no objection to that. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
now recurs on the adoption of the amendment. | 
_ Mr. SLIDELL. I move to amend it by add- 
ing: ° 


Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con- | 


strued as in any manner to control the discretion of the 
President in the disbursement of the contingent fund. 


Mr. HUNTER. 
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse.’ 
Mr. SLIDELL. “And foreign missions.”’ 


, 


Mr. HUNTER. No, not foreign missions; | 


that is a different thing. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think the appropriation is not 
for contingent expenses. The appropriation is 
a fund to provide for foreign intercourse. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I suggest that it be in this | 


form: 
Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed 


as to interfere with the disbursement of the contingent fund | 


at the disposition of the President. 

Mr. SLIDELL: That will do. 

Mr. PUGH. I accept that amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio accepting the amendment, the ques- 
fon 18 On concurring in the amendment as modi- 


Say, ‘* the appropriation for | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Letit be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Provided, That no other embassador, envoy extraordi- 
nary, minister plenipotentiary, minister resident, comimis- 
sioner, diplomatic representative, or chargé d’aflaires, shall 
be entitled to any compensation during the said fiscal year: 
‘ind provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed 
to interfere with the disbursement of the contingent fund 
at the disposition of the President. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Say ‘the appropriation for 
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse;’’ that 
is the language. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
amended in that form. . 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PUGH. 


It will be 


As wo have got this bill back, I 


| think I will try my former amendment in a dif- 


ferent shape. I move to strike out from line eight 
to line sixteen, and insert: 

For salaries of envoys extraordinary of the United States, 
at Great Britain, France, Russia, Spain, Brazil, Mexico, 
and China; for salaries of ministers resident at Austria, 
Prussia, Chili, Peru, Portugal, Naples, Sardinia, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, Turkey, New Granada, Venezuela, 
and the Argentine Confederation ; for salaries of commis 
sioners to the Sandwich [Islands and to Paraguay,8 : 
Provided, 'That no embassador, envoy, minister, commis- 
sioner, or chargé d’aflaires, other than those named in this 
act, shall receive any compensation during the said fiseal 
year; butthe duties as minister resident at Switzerland, 
Rome, Belgium, Buenos Ayres, Bolivia, Eeuador, Gua- 
temala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras, may be 
performed by such envoy, minister, or Commissioner ac- 
eredited to a neighboring Power, as the President shall 
designate, in pursuance of the ninth section of the act reg 
ulating the diplomatic and consular service, approved 
August 18, 1856. 


I will only say, that if that amendment be adopt- 
ed, the utmost stretch of authority or abuse under 
it will, nevertheless, retrench about thirty-one 
thousand dollars in these expenditures, and with 
any reasonable and fair exercise of the power, it 
will save $50,000. The ninth section of the act of 
1856, gives fifty per cent. o@ the salary during 
the time of actual employment; and if the Pres- 


ident should accredit them the whole twelve || 


months of the year to neighboring Powers, and 
give them fifty percent. of the highest salary that 
could be given by law, the saving would, never- 
theless, be $31,000. L ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. With what 
sum does the Senator propose to fill the blank ? 
Mr. PUGH. We adopted an amendment the 
other day, and afterwards filled the blank. Ido 
not think it is material. The reduction will be 
| $31,000 off the estimate. The Secretary can insert 
| that. Deduct $31,000 from $204,000. The saving, 
at the outside, will be $3,000 in Austria, $3,000 
in Prussia, $2,500 in Switzerland, $2,500 in Rome, 
| and $2,500 in Belgium, Bolivia, Ecuador, Guate- 
mala, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Honduras, re- 
spectively. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, 
Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes 
senden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson of 
Tennessee, King, Pugh, Reid, Seward, Simmons, Trum 
bull, Wade, and Wilson—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Bigler, Bright, 
Brown, Chesnut, Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, John 
son of Arkansas, Kennedy, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Rice, 
Slidell, Smith, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Ward, and 
Yulee—29. ° 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. It was read 
the third time. 

Mr. KING. On the passage of the bill I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted —yeas 35, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, 
Bigler, Bright, Brown, Chesnut, Clingman, Collamer, Crit- 
tenden, Douglas, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Green, Gwin, 
Hammoud, Hunter, [verson, Johnson of Arkansas, Jones, 
Kennedy, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Rice, Seward, Shi- 
dell, Smith, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, and Yulee— 


>. 

NAYS—Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Clark, Clay, Da- 
vis, Dixon, Dvolittle, Durkee, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Jobneon of Tennessee, King, Pugh, Reid, 


Simmons, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, Ward, and Wilson | 


} 

|| —23. 

| So the bill was passed. 

| HOUR OF MEETING. 
| Mr. PUGH. 


I wish to withdraw a motion to || 
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the Senate. I made the motion on Saturday to 
et rid of discussion about the order of business. 
Faisies to withdraw it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection to allowing the motion to 
reconsider to be withdrawn. 


ACQUISITION OF CUBA. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I now move to postpone all 
prior orders for the purpose of proceeding with the 
consideration of the bill (S. No. 497) making ap- 
propriation to facilitate the acquisition of the Island 
of Cuba by negotiation. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill, the pending ——— being on 
the amendment offered by Mr. Foor. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this ques- 
tion the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Coxita- 
MER] Is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MASON. By the kind permission of the 
Senator from Vermont, I ask leave to submit an 
amendment, which I shall offer asa substitute for 
the bill, and move that it be printed. I ask that 
it be read. ‘ 

The Secretary read the amendment; which is 
to strike out all of the bill, and insert: : 

Be it resolved, &c., That Congress fully approves the pol- 
icy in the message of the President respecting the propriety 
and ultimate necessity of acquiring the Island of curs by 
the United States. That, whilst refraining, at this time, 
from any committal as to future measures, which circum 
stances, whether affecting the peaceful relations of the two 
countries, or the safety of the United States, may render 
necessary, it is deemed sufficient at present only to declare 
that, whenever it shall seem fit to Spain to transfer the 
island, the United States will be prepared to receive it on 
terms that shall be just and equitable to both countries, and 
for a fair equivalent. And that, because of the position of 
Cuba in the Gulf of Mexico, and more especially because 
of its proximity to the coast of the United States, this Gov 
ernment can never remain neutral under any European or 
other policy which should separate Cuba from the domin- 
ions of Spain in favor of any foreign Power. 

The amendment was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, it has ap- 

b 

peared to me that this bill, with the necessary con- 
sequences which are involved in it, and the policy 
which it initiates, is the most important measure 
that has ever been presented to the consideration 
of Congress since I have had any connection with 
itin either House. It is not so much the mere 
proposition to purchase Cuba; that is but a sin- 
gle step; but, as I have said, the policy which it 
involves, the great ultimate projects which neces- 
sarily lie behind it, and which follow in its train 
when that step is once taken, make up the im- 
portance of the measure. 

Our policy in relation to Cuba has certainly 
been a very uniform one, so far as the public have 
known it; and the first thing that strikes the mind 
in this measure, is, that it is proposed entirely to 
change that policy. I say our policy has been 
clear and distinct and uniform, so far, at least, as 
the public have known it. I feel, Mr. President, 
that I ought to verify this assertion; and I there- 
fore desire now to refer to the different expres- 

| sions of* our Government, at different periods, 

| when this matter has been the topic of negotiation. 
Mr. Clay, during the administration of Mr. Ad- 
ams, States it thus: e 


“The United States are satisfied with the present condi- 
tion of those islands (Cuba and Porto Rico) in the hands of 
Spain, and with their ports open to our commerce, as they 
are now open. This Government desires no political change 
of that condition.”’ 


Mr. Van Buren, in writing to Mr. Van Ness 
under General Jackson’s administration, says: 


“Your general instructions are full upon the snbjeet of 
the interest which the United States take in thie fate of 
those islands, (Cuba and Porto Rico,) and particularly of 
the former; they inform you that we are content that Caba 
should remain as it now is, but could not coneent to its 
transfer to any European Power.” 


Mr. Buchanan, under President Polk, says, in 
his letter to Mr. Saunders, our Minister to Spain: 
‘© You might assure him [the Spanish Minister for For- 
eign Affairs} that, whilst the Government is entirely satis- 
fied that Cuba shall remain under the dominion of Spain, 


we should inany event resist its acquisition by any other 
nation.”? 


Mr. Everett, in his letter of December 1, 1852, 
says: 

|| A respectful sympathy with the fortunes of an ancient 

|| ally and a gallant people, with whom the United States 


| have ever maintained the most friendly relations, would, if 
no other reason existed, make it our duty to leave her in the 





| reconsider, which embarrassed a great many Sen- || undisturbed possession of this little remnant of her mighty 
I moved to reconsider the vote by which || transatlantic empire.” 


| ators. 
| the hour of twelve was fixed for the meeting of Here, then, we have the expression of opinion 
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from the accession of the younger Adams down 
to the last President, one uniform expression of 
opinion, that this country is perfectly content that 
Cuba should remain in the possession of Spain, 
and wiil not interfere in regard to it, unless it is 
attempted to be transferred to some other coun- 
try. I appears to me that there should be shown 
tO us SOMe Occasion, Some New cause, some 1n- 
tervening subject-matter, which bas arisen to 
change our national policy. ‘The President says 
he has bad no communication with Spain on the 
subject; he has nothing new to lay before us; he 
has no new matter to present. Of course, then, it 
follows that what we are now called upon to do, 
is to do the very thing which we have assured 
Spain and the world over and over again it was 
not our policy to entertain. 

The proposition for the acquisition of Cuba is 
presented to our attention in the message of the 
President, and in the report of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations which accompanies this bill, 
We have in this report, I take it, the great prin- 
ciple, the substratum on,which itis claimed we 
should enter upon this policy. Now, what is it? 
It all lies in a very narrow compass, and is this. 
I] read from page 9 of the report: 

“ The law of our national existeuce is growth. We can- 
not, if we would, disobey i. Wile we should do nothing 
LO stimulate it Gnuaturally, we should be caretul not to im 
pose upon Ourselves a regimen sO strict as to prevent its 
healthtuldevelopment. ‘The tendeney of the age is the ex 
pansion of the great Powers of the world. Eugland, France, 
and Russia, all demonstrate the existence of this pervading 
principle. Their growth, itis true, ouly operates by the ab- 
sorption, partial or total, of weaker Powers—generally of 
inferior races So long as this extension of territory isthe 
result of geograpincal position, a higher civilization, and 
greater aplitude tor government, and ts not pursued in a di- 
recuion to endanger our satety or imp de our progress, we 
have neither the mght nor the disposiron to find tault with 
it. Let Bugland pursue her march of conquest and annex- 
ation in tadia, France extend ber dominions on the south 
ern shores of Ue Mediterranean, and advance her trontiers 
tothe Rhive, or Russia subjugate ber barbarous neishbors 
in Asia; we shall look upon their progress, i not with fa 
vor, at least with indifference. We claim on this hemis 
phere the same privilege that they exercise on the other— 

* Hane veniam petimusque damusque vicissim.’ 

In this they are but obeying the laws of their organiza- 
tion. When they cease to grow, they will soon conimence 
that period of decadence which is the fate of all nations as 
of individual man.” 

There is the great principle enunciated in a 
very well chosen form of expression; and what 
is it? It is that great nations must increase in 
their territorial extent; that they do it; that France, 
England, Russia do it, and do it how? Doit by 
conquest, do it by force; and whatis claimed here 
is that we must do it for the same cause; that is, 
that when we cease to increase in territory we 
shall commence our decadence; that it is the law 
of national existence and that we shal! do it, too, 
as they do it, because not only their acquisition, 
but the manner of that acquisition is here quoted 
with approbation and as worthy of our imitation; 
for the report says: 

* We claim on this hemisphere the same privilege that 
they exercise on the other.”’ 

That is, the privilege of extending our territory 
by arms and by force: 

«La this they are but obeying the laws of their organiza 
tion. When they cease to grow, they will soon commence 
that period of decadence which is the tate of all nations.’ 

There is laid down the broad principle, the 
substratum of the course of national policy, which 
we are asked now to initiate by the passage of 
this bill. It needs very few words to explain or 
enlarge on these views. They certainly are very 
clear; they are very distinet; and the question 
now is, will the Congress of the United States in- 
dorse them by the passage of this bill? because 
that is but an initiatory step in this policy. It 
here becomes me, in the first place, to say that I 
utterly deny, I entirely take issue with, the first 
principle laid down in this proposition. I deny 
that it is a law of national progress and improve- 
ment that a nation must extend its territory. 
That entirely depends on how much it has al- 
ready, and how for that which it has is adapted 
to ite wants. If it is true, that when a nation 
ceases to extend its territory its decadence com- 
rmaences, it must be on the ground that this people 
and this nation are utterly incapable of any prog- 
ress in the way of maturity; that they are utterly 

incapable of any progress by way of improve- 
raent on what they already possess. It goes upon 
the ground that nothing can be gained to the 
nation; that it can make no progress in national 
grandeur and greatness and power, unless it 


steals from its neighbors, 1 utterly deny that | sarily implies that the nation whjch at 


there is any such principle of national growth. A 
nation may grow in numbers, in wealth, in civil- 
ization, may grow for centuries, and never en- 
large its territories one inch. The commandment 
of God to the family of men that they should go 
forth, multiply, and replenish the earth, and sub- | 
due it, that is cultivate it, applies with equal | 
force toa nation like ours. Improve what you 
have, multiply and replenish, and subdue your | 
country. That word ** subdue’’ is not a com- 
mandment to fillibuster against your neighbors. 

But, Mr. President, it will become us to con- 
sider whether there is not a very broad mark of 
difference between the political condition of our | 
country and those countries which are cited to us 
here as examples worthy of imitation. What | 
use do England and France and Russia make of | 
their conquests of the countries which they sub- | 
due abroad? Whatdo they want them for? Take 
England, with which we are most acquainted: 
they subdue a country, take possession of it, and 
occupy ‘it, what for? For a colony; fora colo- 
nial dependency, forever to be holden in a condi- 
uion.of colonial dependence; to be subsidized to 
their own use; to be the hewers of wood and the | 
bearers of burdens for the country at home. Those | 
colonies have no participation in the Government | 
of Engiand itself. They never have any partici- 
pation in the laws, the regulations, the proceed- | 
ings for the administration of the home Govern- | 
ment and the shaping of the destinies of the 
mother country, England; and they never are to 
have any participation. But how ts it with us? 
Can we hold colonies? In the very much noted 
Dred Scott decision, in which certaimly there are 
some general principles announced that we may | 
agree in, though not in all the particulars, the | 
Supreme Court say: 


“There is certainly m@® power given by the Constitution 
tothe Federal Government to establish or maintain colonies | 
bordering on the United States or at a distance, to be ruled | 
and governed by the pleasure of Congress.”’ 


This is more fully repeated and enlarged upon 
in another part of the decision which I shall not 
take time now to read; butclearit is, that we have 
no power to obtain colonies near to us, and at a 
distance, and to retain them and govern them as | 
colonies, as dependencies. Whatever country | 
we take becomes a part of ourown. It must, as | 
soon as its population and condition will permit, | 
be represented. It is to be received as an integral 
part of our Government, to contribute to the form. | 
ation of our own institutions, to the molding of | 
our national affairs, to have an equal participation 
in everything that is done by this Government. 
While other nations, by foreign conquests, obtain 
colonies which may be serviceable to them, we 
can never do so. All that can ever be of any ser- 
vice to us is to obtain territory adjoining our own | 
which we may incorporate into our own national | 
Government, into which we can march our mil- | 
itia, or our Army, to defend and maintain them, | 
and from which they can march to us for the same 
purpose. 

Another thing: the manner in which they ob- | 
tain these foreign countries is entirely unadapted 
to our condition. As this report says and ap- | 
proves, they obtajn them by conquest, and it 1s 
claimed that we are to exercise the same power 
on this continent. Now, sir, we go upon the 
ground that ours is a popular system of govern- 
ment; that itis the government of the people’s | 
own choice. Therefore, to obtain a foreign coun- | 
try, even if you annex it to this, against the will 
and pleasure of its people, to obtain it by fraud or | 
by force, is as inconsistent with the principle of | 
our Government as it is to attempt to propagate 
Christianity by the sword. Do you suffer that | 
people to have the choice of their own govern- 

| 


ment if you pursue this policy? Clearly, not at 
all. 

I have thought it proper to call attention to 
these two leading features, attempting to show 
that what the committee approve of, and lay 
down as the basis of the policy which this Gov- 
ernment is to initiate by this bill, is a policy ut- 
terly inconsistent with the whole framework of 
our Government. That is, the obtaining, by 
conquest and by force, foreign acquisitions. 

Besides, Mr. President, the obtaining of a coun- 
try not bordering on our own, into which we can- 
not march our armies to protect them, and when 
they cannot contribute to our protection, neces- 
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tempts to 
make such conqtests, and hold such colonies 
must always have a large standing army and a 
large and powerful fleet. England may hold eo}. 
onies at any distance from home. She has q fleet 
to hold intercourse with them, to send to them é 
protect them against invasion. She has an arm 
which she can transport by her fleet, and put in 
a position to hold and to defend any colony of 
which they may choose to take possession. That 
is all contrary to our institutions. We have no 
large army, and we expect none; and we desire 
to avoid all that policy which shall require one. 
In the next place, we have no great and extep. 
sive and powerful navy. We expect none, ang 
we are opposed to any policy which shall require 
us tohave one. Both these things will be neces. 
sary, however, when this policy of foreign ao. 
quisition is once entered upon. 

Mr. President, I think it cannot be disguised 
that the undertaking to entertain a policy of this 
kind seems to be based upon the notion that our 
people have a certain voracity for obtaining land 
and country, which is utterly irresistible and un. 
controllable. This has been designated by high. 
sounding names; it is said to be an infirmity of 
the Anglo-Saxon family. I do not know that it is 
peculiar to them. | am_ sensible that our people 
have a great desire for land, but they want it to 
be pretty good soil and such as they can use them. 
selves. | have thoueht that one of the most pow- 
erful reproaches of that sort of feeling was found 
in an incident recited in Stone’s life of Brandt. 
Our people would go beyond the Ohio against the 
Indiang. The Indians thought, after our treaty 
with England, that we had no right beyond the 
Ohio, without a treaty with them. Our people 
would go there. They went there from all quar- 
ters of the country,and got into a controversy 
with the Indians. ‘They hada severe Indian war, 
and they penetrated at one time, under General 
St. Clair, pretty far intothe Indian country. They 
encountered the Indians there, and were most 
fatally defeated. They fled from the field and left 
large numbers on the ground. When a few days 
afterwards they returned to bury their dead, they 
found the mouths of all those dead people stuffed 
full of earth, saying in the symbolic language of 
the Indians, ** you would have earth; take your 
fill of it.” It is supposed that this great desire for 
obtaining land is so uncontrollable and so vora- 
cious, that you have nothing to do but present a 
project to obtain Jand, and it is totally immaterial 
with what itis encumbered, it is totally immaterial 
where it is situated, the blind avidity of this peo- 
ple is such that they can be made to swallow it 
without discrimination; and the proposition is 
presented to them much as if they were like the 
ostrich, or like the shark following a ship, to 
which you can throw even a hot stone, no mat- 
ter whether it 1s digestible or not, they will swal- 
low it. I do not believe that this presumption upon 
the voracity of our people in relation to land, on 
account of their supposed indiscrimination and 
blind proceeding, is well founded. I believe the 
people of this country, notwithstanding all their 
desire for land, are capable of understanding 
whether what is now presented to them is adapted 
to their wants, and to reject it if it is not. 

if we search the history of our country for 
manifestations of the disposition of this nation 


upon that topic, I think I shall be fully borne out 


in my presumption that their proceedings have 
been conducted with great discrimination, and 
they have obtained only such acquisitions as were 
adapted to their wants. What have they been? 
The first was the obtaining of Louisiana, What 
wasit? Almosta million square miles of country, 
about one third of all we own now, almost utterly 
uninhabited, with only a French settlement dowa 
at the mouth of the Mississippi, and here and 
there a scattered Indian post. It was a territory 
adjoining to ourselves; it was an extensive region 
of country, of great fertility, exactly adapted to 
the wants of our people, open to their settlement. 
The small French settlement at the mouth of the 
Mississippi, though it might be regarded as a 
slight incumbrance, being composed of people 
who were foreigners to us, was so slight as to be 
a matter of very little or no consideration. It was 
clearly seen that when that country was settled 


_up to any considerable extent, it would be Amér- 


icanized; whatever French population theré was 
would disappear in the progress of our own fam- 
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Besides, there was a large and extensive | try that is contiguous to us? No. Any country 
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ts to ‘ly. ; 2 ve ' round numbers there is very little over half a 
nies tract of fertile country with which to replace in adapted to the wants of our people? Certainly | million of Spanish creole persons there; a few 
nd . the Treasury ten times over the money we paid. | not. Any country where our people can go to intelligent persons among them, but the mass of 
col. pid that purchase manifest any want of discrim- | get land to cultivate? Certainly notatall. Any- | them entirely unintelligent. In the next place, 
fleet ination in whatourpeople were buying, asadapted | thing that we, as a nation, obtain that we can de- | there are between four and five hundred thousand 
m to to their wants? Certainly notatall. Was it not | liver to them? Nothing at all. It does not fall slaves, and there are two hundred thousand free 
rmy a country into which our people could go, and | within any one of that category of circumstances | blacks. They are totally unadapted to our eondi- 
t in carry with them and build up and promote all the | which would commend a country as desirable to — tion. They have passed no apprenticeship in pop- 
V of jnstitations of our own land—a country, too, not | us. : a ular government. They have always endured an 
That only into whieh they might go, but into which It is sometimes said that it is wanted for our | entirely absolute Government from abroad over 
no they must go, and expected to go, as they have | defense. 1am not much of a military man, but.) them. They are undrilled, unintelligent, speak- 
Sire gone, carrying with them their wives an their clear I am that we should take no country that | ing the Spanish language, unacquainted with ours, 
one, jittle ones, their household gods and all their in- || requires the use of Army and of Navy to sustain | How are you going to make such a people as that 
ten. stitutions, and there building up, all over its sur- || it. I agree with Mr. Jefferson in his notions of | become a part of a society like ours, with our 
and face, their churches, their school-houses, and rogress, when he said in the beginning, ** Noth- | schools, ourchurches, our institutions of learnirg, 
Uire their court-houses, in which they aid in adminis- || ing should ever be accepted which should require | our notions of popular self-government? What 
Ces. tering those Jaws which they have participated in || a navy to defend it.’’ That was said by him in | are we to take them in for? To help us to admin= 
ace making ? || the very beginning of our country. Well, sir; || ister our own Government? to assist us, by their 
What was the next? We obtained Florida, a || what is now said about Cuba being necessary for | enlightenment and power, to select a President? 
ised large country, with a small, scattered Spanish || our defense? It has been said over and overagain, | to aid us here in shaping the institutions of our 
this ‘opulation. Lam sensible that in regard ic Flor- || that we have no fear, nor can we expectany dan- | own country? 
our ida, and its resources and fertility, there has been | ger from that country while it remains in the We have had two particular subjects of agita- 
and a great deal of disappointment at almost all ages. | hands of Spain; but that it might be a dangerous tion, which in recent days at least, have created 
un- jn 1762, our people went and took possession of || place of deposit, and dangerous as a naval depot | agreat degree of ill-blood in this country; nor are 
igh- Cuba; and four thousand of the troops who went | in the hands of a nation of extensive naval power; | they entirely removed. These two subjects are. 
of there, in what was ealled the old French war, || that they might find harbors of refuge for their | first, the question of slaveryfinto the merits of 
It is went from New England; and they conquered the || ships, and places for the construction of vessels, | which I do not propose to enter, but certainly itis 
»ple country, and took possession of Havana. The |, out of which harbors they might ran, to the an- | a disturbing topic in this country; and secondly, 
it to very next year England surrendered it to Spain, | noyance of our commerce passing in and out of | the great accession of foreigners, invited if you 
em- inexchange for Florida; forall the goldendreams || the Gulf of Mexico. That may be true; but what _ please, and coming into this country in great num- 
Ow- of Florida, and the expeétations that there was to || is such a nation? Whoarethey? The real ap- | bers, who, after very short periods of probation, 
und be found the spring that would rejuvenate man- rehension our people ever have on this subject | are admitted to all the rights of citizenship, un- 
ndt, kind, had not passed away; nor did all the en- || 1s from England, a great naval Power. Is it dan- | educated to our institutions, and unfitted, as I 
the chantments round about the name of Florida || gerous for us to have England in possession of || think,ina great measure, to the exercise of those 
aty pass away until a very recent period, and per- | acountry in which there may be naval stations, | powers. They certainly deeply disturb the prob- 
the haps they have not now passed away entirely. | out of which they can send a force to annoy our | able success of our political experiment, at least in 
ple jut our people obtained that country, and they ||) commerce? We have thought that we were go- | the most populous part of the country. At times 
lars obtained it because it lay immediately adjoining | ing on pretty largely in our progress to prosper- | there have been misgivings in the minds of our 
rsy to ourselves; it was a country which we could | ity, and yet we have Great Britain now in pos- | most intelligent men in relation to this experiment 
rar, defend; it was a country which we could build || session of a country ranging two thousand miles | of ours, especially in our populous cities; and in 
ral up; it was a country which we could assimilate | along our whole frontier, over which they may | agreat measure this element of foreign population 
ley to our own. march an army anywhere, any day; and they are || is calculated to create not only disturbance, but at 
ost What further acquisition have we made? We || in possession of the whole coast north of us, || times matter of alarm. 
left acquired Texas. ‘Texas was contiguous territory || which commands our commerce, for all ourcom- || But, now, what is proposed here? Strip it of 
Lys to ours; and, besides, it was very sparsely peo- | merce passing to the eastern continent by the At- | all other circumstances, and what is there of it? 
ey pled, and therefore furnished the opportunity for || lantic goes directly along the borders of New | We are to say to the people of this country, a 
ted our people to Afhericanize that too. But that || Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland. It | majority of whom are in the free States, that they 
of was not all; the main leading feature was, that || is a saying among the ship officers who navigate | shall contribute their portion of $30,000,000— 
our the people who were there wére ours; there was | the Atlantic, that when you wish to make a pros- | which is one dollar for every man, woman, and 
for comparatively a small number of Mexicans. The || perous and successful voyage to Europe, your | child in the United States—to begin to facilitate 
ras people of Texas were bone of our bone—children || right way is to follow the Gulf stream, to run so | the acquisition of Cuba. Not that that is to ob- 
ita of our families, who went there to engage in the || close as to scrape the sea-weeds off Cape Race. | tain Cuba; not atall. Well, what is the purpose? 
rial Texas controversy with Mexico; who declared || Directly in the train of our commerce, our vessels | what are you going to effect by it? You want to 
rial themselves independent; who had for some time || go within the reach of British harbors, out of || repeal the law against the importation of foreign 
P0- sustained their independence, and joined them- || which they can at any time send a force toannoy | slaves so far as to allow the importation, at one 
rit selves to us at their desire. We gave no money; || our commerce, but yet we feel easy about that. sweep, of four hundred thousand. There are four 
is we got no land—that was left to the people of || Cuba can only be dangerous to usin the hands | hundred thousand slaves in Cuba; and, if we take 
he Texas. We paid nothing; we got nothing, in a || of a powerful naval nation in time of war. In | in Cuba, we import that number of slaves into 
to pecuniary point of view; but we knew what the || time of peace, it can annoy nobody. Well, then, | our country. Now, I would ask gentlemen, es- 
at- country was; we knew what its people were; we || in time of war who will have possession of Cuba? || pecially those who better understand that sort of 
al- knew what its position was; we knew it was || It is an island lying in the Atlantic, almost eight | property, as they call it property, to tell me, are 
on adapted to our wants; it was a country for which || hundred miles long, and, upon the average, only | they really sincere? do they really believe it is 
on we could furnish defense; it wasa country that | about forty miles broad, filled with bays and in- | best to aggravate this disturbin® topic by adding 
nd could furnish defense to us whenever it was filléd || lets and harbors on both sides, with a coast two | four hundred thousand more slaves to our num- 
he ; up with population. The acquisition of Texas, |, thousand miles in length around. Cannot a naval | ber to-day? and, especially, do they think it a 
oir q therefore, shows no want of discrimination in || power, as a matter of course, take and hold pos- | very modest request, to ask the majority of the 
ng y this people in obtaining territory; that is, to ob- || session of that island? Certainly, the most pow- | people of the United States, in the free States of 
ed : tain no territory but such as is adapted to their || erful one will do it. If, then, we have that island, || this country, to vote this money for that purpose? 
wants and their condition; such as adds to our || whenever a war takes place, the most powerful | Does that manifest any spirit of conciliation on 
or growth, and strengthens us as‘a people, by ob- || nation of the two who are engaged in it will take | their part? Ithas not always been pe cee 
on taining people of the same language, the same in- || possession of Cuba, as a matter of course. That | to convince our people that our southern friends 
ut terest, and the same attachment. | idea, then, of its being necessary to us for ourde- | should be protected and preserved in the use of 
ve But, Mr. President, what is proposed now? In || fense, has in it nothing in the world, in my opin- || their slaves as they please, without our inter- 
id the first plaee, it is proposed to get an island, a || ion. It is a mere pretext. | fering at all; and that that is by virtue of the Con- 
re country that is not contiguous to us, that does not It appears to me, Mr. President, that if we are | stituuon. I say, it has not always been easy; 
n? Jom us—a country into which we cannot march || ever to take in with ourselves a country where and you have notalways succeeded in convincing 
at our army if we want to defend it—a country || we do not get land for our people to settle, where | them of it; but gentlemen now say, ‘* We want 
; which, if ever so well filled up and assimilated to || we have no space for them to oceupy, and no op- | re to overcome that; tell your people in New 
é us, could not furnish defense to us. Besides, it is || portunity for them to Americanize, we should | England that we want them to furnish, by their 
rl a country all owned by private individuals; there || stop to consider what people it is we propose to || own accord, by their own votes, their share of 
d 1s no land there which our nation could obtain if || take in. As we are not obtaining it for our ben- || $50,000,000, to begin to try the experiment of 
y we — country, or conquered the country; efit, as we are to take nothing but the people, for | importing four hundred thousand slaves at one 
n no land which we could sell to replace what we || land we get none, and to take merely the sover-, sweep.”’ It is suggested to me that, when we 
‘0 paid from our Treasury. There is no land we || tignty and political disposition of them, it would | have invested the money, the men who now own 
te could get to give our people, either as bounties || very properly become us to stop and inquire what || the slaves own them still, and we are not to get 
e to our soldiers or inducements to our settlers— || sort of people it is we are going to take in. Are || anything. Our southern friends, who desire to 
a nothing by which ‘we could begin the process of || they a people adapted to our institutions? Are | get slaves, get not a single negro by it after they 
le Americanizing such a country. The land is all || they a people who, if they understood those in- || have paid their money. 








e in private hands now; the country is thickly pop- || stitutions, would desire them? Are they a people | In the next place, there has been some difficulty 
is ulated, for the number of people in proportion to || whom we should desire to have? Inasmuch as this || as to what we were to do with our free colored 
d the square mile is as large as it is in Virginia or || is to be a marriage into the family, the question || population. If anything that we read is true in 
r in Tennessee. It is a well-inhabited country; || is, are they adapted to come in, are they suitable || relation to the agitation of that question in the 
8 comparatively, a populous country. for us? ! slaveholding States, it certainly is a very trouble- 
= hen, sir, what are we obtaining? Any coun- Well, now, what are the people of Cuba? In || some question with them. hat more fs there 
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in this proposition? Why, we are asked to pass | 


a law to take in Cuba, and thereby take into our 
country two hundred thousand free blacks. That 
is rather a startling proposition. But, further, you 


are disturbed about the naturalization of foreign- | 


ers, with the facility with which it is done, and 
their great and rapid increase of numbers. There 


have not been quite so many foreigners imported | 


this year as there have been for some years past, 
and | take it some persons begin to be alarmed. 
They fear they are not going to get them in fast 
enough, and now it is proposed to pass a law by 


which, by taking in Cuba, we shall take in a | 


Spanish creole population of five hundred thou- 


sand foreigners in one day, and naturalize the | 
whole of them; because, when we acquire the | 


country, as I havealready shown, we cannot hold 
it as a colony; it becomes an integral part of our 
country; it contributes to the forming of our des- 
tinies, and our institutions. Have any of the 
people who lived in New Mexico, or California, 
when Mexico ceded them to us, or have the peo- 
ple of Louisiana, that were there when we took 
it, ever gone through any process of naturaliza- 
tion? Neveratall. Theyall became citizens at 
once when we took them in, and now it is pro- 
posed by this process, by a single law, to take in 
ive hundred thousand persons of Spanish descent 
and naturalize them ata single sweep. Even if 
we could make the purchase, even if we could 
secure it peaceably and quietly by paying out, if 
you please, one hundred or one hundred and fifty 
million dollars to buy that people from Spain, 
such as they are, never consulting them about it, 
we should pay from two hundred to three hun- 
dred dollars a head for them, black, white, and 
gray—the whole of them, and agree to incorpo- 
rate them in our family, set them down by our 
threshold to participate in our institutions, and 
to select our officers to administer our Govern- 
ment. 

The next topic to which I wish to direct atten- 





i 
| 
| 
i 


tion is this: Itis said that the obtaining of Cuba | 


would check, and perhaps put an end to the Af- 
rican slave trade. I am sensible that if that were 


a well-founded idea, it would be one that would | 
address itself with some considerable force to a | 
large body of my people. It would be with them 

a question of humanity. But I have seen, on all 


oceasions like this, a vast deal of pretension, | 


which was utterly unfounded. If any man had 
heard and could recollect all the various addresses 
which were made to the people of this country, 
in order to induce them to take in Texas, and how 
utterly they failed, how the people were deluded; 
and I do not know but that many of them desired 
to be deluded—I fancy he would hardly listen to 
propositions of this kind without very serious 
examination. We were told that by acquiring 
‘Texas, the slave would move on down through 
Texas, and slide away into Mexico and disap- 
pear. Has any man seen that process commence 
in the fourteen Pears since that day? Can an in- 
stance of that kind be found? And yet it is said 
that many people were deluded with that. So, 
too, it was eaid, if Texas were obtained, all the 
manufactures of the North would flourish; there 
would be an outlet for them all; and there, too, 
as they would raise cotton, was to be found a sale 
for all the productions of the northwest. There 
has never a bushel gone to them, never a single 
particle of it, been realized. It has been a total 
failure. 

In relation to the African slave trade, we must 
Jook at the present condition of slavery in Cuba, 
and the present condition of the slave trade, to 
judge what effect would be produced by annexing 
Cuba to the United States. | have in my hand 
~ 4 bares by Mr. Torrente, a Spaniard, a man 

high intelligence, a former member of the 
Cortes of Spain, who resided many years in Cuba. 
This gentleman was in England when much fault 
was found with the conduct of the Spanish Gov- 
ernment in the Island of Cuba in elation to the 
slave trade. [t was contended that they had acted 
with insincerity, and thereupon he published a 
memoir, giving, as he said, the true condition— 
and no doubt it is, for it has never been disputed— 
of that subject as itexisted in Cuba; and he agrees 
entirely with the Senator from Loalaiana, (4 r. 
Bewgamm,}] who informs us that the island is 
utterly valueless, and of no sort of importance 
unless it be culuvated by slave labor, or compul- 
sory labor, as be termed jt—labor by Africans, 
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if you please—whites not being adapted to its 
cultivation. 


It will be recollected, that in 1817, Spain made 


a treaty with England by which she agreed to 
abolish the African slave trade with Cuba, and 
she received $2,000,000 in consideration of it. At 
that time, or immediately afterwards, there was 
a further arrangement made by the setting up of 
a mixed commission in Cuba, which Was to judge 
of all the negroes brought before them said to be 


,imported contrary to law, and set them at large, | 
From that time for- || 
ward, England has surrounded the coast of Cuba || 


if it were aa to be so. 


with fleets to break up this trade. They have 
placed their fleets, too, on the coast of Africa, 
made a treaty with us, by which we assist in 
putting a naval force on the coast of Africa, and 
what has been the effect? The truth is, the slave 
trade to Cuba has gone on in the same degree as 
before, with very little check. The slave trade 
to Brazil, to be sure, has been broken up within 
a few years, by the action of the Government of 
Brazil; but the slave trade with Cuba has gone on 
the same as before; and he says it is utterly im- 
possible for that people to have any value left in 
their land on any other ground. He says: 

**T will pass on to the fifth and last part of my disserta- 
tion, which is confined to proposing the means for terminat- 
ing amicably and peaceably the negro question—the never 
ending source of annoyance and contention, These means 
England herself has furnished. Why have so many diffi 
culties and compromises been raised, since the signing of 
the treaty for the abolition of the slave trade? Why have 


the English had to maintain, and still keep up at immense | 


expense, numerous squadrons on the coasts of Africa and 
Cuba? Why have they been compelled to establish super- 
intending commissions in both places? All these sacrifices 


have been necessary for suppressing that illicit traffic. And | 
have they attained their object, or can they attainit? We | 
can well advance the same negative answer as would be | 
given to whosoever should question the possibility of put- | 


ung down the smuggling of English produce, which is un- 
ceasingly carried On in the Peninsula.’’—Torrente’s Slave- 
ry in the Island of Cuba, page 47. 

The same author says these expeditions are 
fitted up, and subscriptions made for them, by the 


planters themselves. ‘They agree to take shares | 


in the expedition, as low as $500 and $1,000 up 
to $5,000 or more. The slaves are landed and 
partitioned out to these people; and the secrecy 
with which it is done is never broken, and never 
,can be broken. Such being the character of the 
slave trade there, it is pursued, and pursued not- 
withstanding all that England can do, and not- 
withstanding the aid which the United States give, 


and notwithstanding the aid within the island it- | 


self. I cannot here but refer to what is quoted in 
the report of the committee, on that subject, as 
coming from Admiral Hotham. His examination 
before the British Parliament is ajluded to on page 
14 of the report: 


“ Sir Charles Hotham, one of the most distinguished offi- 


cers of the British navy, and who commanded on the coast | 


| of Africa for several years, Was examined by that select 


committee. He said that the force under his command was | 


in a high state of discipline; that his views were carried 
out by his officers to his entire satisfaction ; that, so far from 


having sueceeded in stopping the slave trade, he had not || 
even crippled it to the extent of giving it a permanent 


check ; that the slave trade had been regulated by the com- 
mercial demand for slaves, and had been little affected by 
the presence of his squadron, and that experience had 


proven the system of repression by cruisers on the coast of 


Africa futile—this, too, when the British squadron counted 

twenty-seven vessels, comprising several steamers, carry- 

ing about three hundred guns and three thousand men. 
| The annual expense of the squadron is about $3,500,000, 
| with auxiliary establishments on the coast costing at least 
| $1,500,000 more.”’ 


| The honorable Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 

| Bensamin,} who seems to be familiar, as he con- 

| siders, with that country, says on the same sub- 

ject: . 

‘*] affirm, then, Mr. President, that this magnificent fab- 

ric, built up by the slave labor of Cuba, must perish, or must, 

| whilst Cuba is a Spanish colony, be sustained by the slave 

trade ; a trade branded as piracy by her own laws, by ours, 

| by those of Great Britain ; forbidden to her by treaty volunta- 

| rily made by Spain; forbidden by our treaty with England; 

and which, by the treaties of the three nations, each is sol- 

| emniy bound to prevent. The last refuge on earth for this 

| trade is now found in the Island of Cuba. The combined 

er of England and the United States is now exerted at 

| thé cost of nearly six millions per annum in the suppression 

of this traffic. Its continuance has,on more than one occa- 

sion, brought us to the very verge of hostilities with Great 

| Britain for the protection of our flag, and yet tens of thou- 
sands of slaves are annually imported into Cuba.” 


Notwithstanding the united forces of Great 

| Britain and the United States are kept up at this 
great annual expense, and although the trade is 
| contrary to the laws of Spain over Cuba, so great 
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is the demand for slaves that they will run all 
these hazards, and successfully run them too 
and carry into that island ten thousand ayear 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Twenty-five thousand. 

Mr. COLE AMER. No matter; I will sa ten 
thousand, at least. I want to be moderate in qjj 

statements of this kind. Now, what is it tha; 
| carries these slaves there? My opinion is, that 
/any people who desire to have slaves, and wii 

pay enough for them, can have them in any coun. 
try. They went by from forty to fifty thousang 
a year to Brazil, as long as Brasil would take 
them. The people of Cuba buy these slaves and 
, use them; and no doubt nowa large majority of 

the slaves in that country are imported, arp 
known perfectly to be so, and yet all the power 
of that Government, with a mixed commissioy 
| court sitting in the Island of Cuba, does not re. 
lieve one of them, and does not prevent their 
| being taken there. They pay for them—that js 
all; and they will not themselves execute the laws 
of Spain against. their own interest. I have no 
doubt that our people of the Gulf States, if they 
desire to have slaves, will have them. That is 
a point which will regulate itself; as Admiral 
| Hotham says, it depends on the demand and sup. 

ply; it depends on the price of the article. But, 
| now, what is the price of these slaves in Cuba? 
| The extreme has been $500; and yet that price 
has been a sufficient inducement to men to beard 
and defy the whole povter of England and Amer. 
ica with the laws against the trade. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator from Ver- 
mont allow me to say that the price is fifty ounces 
— 850? 

Mr. COLLAMER. That is since the recent 
rise here. Our price here is $1,600 or $2,000; 
but that does not alter my proposition. When 
|; Cuba belongs to the United States, what will be 
the price of the slaves? You cannot expect that 
when you have between three and four million 
in the United States, their price is to be lowered 
| down to the price of the less than half a million 

in Cuba; not atall. The price of slaves in Cuba, 
when it belongs to us, will be the same as the 
P of slaves of the same ability here; because, 
take it, you can bring a cérgo of slaves—of 
course you can do it according to law when the 
country belongs to us—from Cuba, into Charles- 
ton, or New Orleans, for a dollar a head. The 
transportation cannot cost more than that. 
Mr. MALLORY. ‘Ten dollars, at least. 
Mr. COLLAMER. That will depend on 
| whether you can pursue the business legally. | 
suppose now it would cost something, because 
you have to run the gauntlet, and a man has to 
| import them with a halter around his necks but 
| the moment you make it lawful, the moment Cuba 
belongs to us, I venture to say you will find Yan- 
kee vessels enough to carry them in cargoes of 
| five hundred fora dollara head. Isay Yankees, 
because there is nobody else, in fact, who navi- 
| gate your vessels to any considerable extent, and 
there are probably men enough in all our cities 
of the North, ready to supply the market with 
slaves, if you will give price enough. Then the 
price of slaves in Cuba, when it ‘belongs to us, 
, will be the price of slaves here, and vice versa; 
because the price of transportation from one place 
to the other is merely nominal, when it can be 
, done lawfully. 

Now, I simply put the proposition thus: If 
$500 a head is enough inducement to bid defiance 
to the whole power of England and America to 
prowess the traffic, what will $1,000, or $1,500, 2 

ead do? The very statement of the proposition 
furnishes a reply: $500, $600, or $800, now, asit 
is said, does defy all power to stop the trade. 
What will the $1,000, or $1,500, a head do? I 
is said Cuba is the only place to which African 
slaves are now carried; and if we receive Cuba 
into this country, I take it the British will stop 
_ the keeping of their fleet on the coast; because, 
_they will say, now there is no country thatallows 
their importation. If their fleet is withdrawn, 1t 
| will be simply left to what the United States may 
do. We know what litile they will do by know- 
| ing what even they and England putto, ether could 
/notdo. Suppose, further, we should really un- 

dertake that business, and undertake it with suc- 
‘cess. Now we find that $6,000,000 a year, laid 
| out by er and America, does not stop the 
trade at all, I ask you how much will stdp it alto- 
| gether if we should build a ficet, and sustain it, 
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actually sufficient for the purpose? It is utterly || 
er the reach of our power. . I] 
Therefore, I say that the undertaking to obtain | 
Cuba, for the purpose of putting an end to the | 
African slave trade, 1s a delusion, an utter delu- | 
sion. So far from that, the necessary effect of it 
would be that, instead of stopping this trade, 
Cuba would be the depot, the point of putting out, 
and the point of bringing in, all the slaves wanted | 
for the South and the southwestern part of the 
United States. Does any man believe that the || 
Gulf States, who desire so much the acquisition || 
of Cuba, really mean to take that country, and 
expect to supply to it from ten to twenty or thirty 
thousand slaves a year from tife United States? | 
Or, do they expect to leave it to the decimation 
which the honorable Senator from Louisian& says 
jt must come to unless it is supplied? We all know 
they never can be furnished in that way; there is 


in the extreme South ha've no desire to have Cuba 
supplied with slaves from Maryland and Virginia 
and Kentucky. ‘They want all their own, and 
more, too. They do not want the border slave 
States shaded off into being what they call, if you 
please, abolition. They are not entering into this 
yolicy with a view to anything of that kind atall. || 

hey do. not expect to supply slaves for Cuba in || 
that way. {| 

[have a single word to say in relation to the un- || 
suitableness of that people to become a part of || 
ourselves. One leading feature of our institutions 
is the entire freedom of religion. I am not now | 
tocommence any tirade against Roman Catholics, || 
or any other order of the Christian Church of any | 
kind; but itis a very leading feature of our system | 
that we not only tolerate, but encourage, the pub- | 
lic administration of the ordinances of religion in 
all the forms in which men profess it, and protect || 
each other in the exercise of this privilege. Now, 
whatare these people? They are bigoted and | 
tenacious; so that on these points, I may say from 
want of enlightenment, they cannot endure the 
performance of any of the rites and ceremonies 
of the Christian Church in any other form than | 
that approved by the Government; nay, so far is 
this carried that they will not permit it at the fu- | 
neral of a Protestant. 1 know it has been some- 
times complained that there, as well as in Spain, 
they do not permit the interment of the bodies 
of Protestants in their burial grounds and ceme- 
teries. I believe that is usual with the Catholic 
church. I do not myself think that furnishes 
much ground of complaint; but it is said they 
deny them the right of Christian burial. This 
same Mr. Torrente, from whose pamphiet I read 
before, undertakes to answer this objection, and 
insists that it is not well founded; but see the 
conclusion to which he comes: 


““Ithas never objected to such individuals purchasing and 
inclosing pieces of ground in the form of cemeteries for the | 


remains of their brother religionists ; but it (the Govern- | 
ment) cannot do less than oppose ostentation in such funer- 
als, as well as all other religious ceremonies different 
from that of the Catholic faith.” * - * “ They | 
will be allowed to do so, provided they renounce all pomp | 
and ceremonies, except such as are in accordance with the | 
religion-of the State.’?’ 


That is to say, we cannot do more than permit 
youtobury your dead in burying-grounds of your | 
own making; we cannot permit, even at a funeral, | 
any religious ceremonies whatever, but such as | 
is according to the religion of the State. How 
can such a people be in any way molded in with 


exercise of religious ceremonies? 

‘There is no thought, I believe scarcely the 
slightest hope, indulged or expressed by any ob- 
Serving man that itic expected we are to purchase | 
Cuba under this proposition. That is not left in | 
doubt or uncertainty. It is perfectly known that 
it cannot be purchased. I cannot but observe, 
that since the report was made some disclosures 
have been made on this point. On the 9th page 
of the report ‘we find this expression: 


“Much has been said of the indelicacy of this mode of 
| 


us, and cheerfully indulge and encourage the free | 


| 
| 
| 


Proceeding ; that the offer to purchase will offend the Span- 
ish pride, be regarded as an insult, and rejected with con- | 
tempt; that instead of promoting a consummation that all | 
admit to be desirable, it will have the opposite tendency. If 


this w i : : 
the ean” true, it would be a conclusive argument against 


j 
Thus the committee state, that if we knew the | 
matter was objectionable to Spain, and would be | 


| to take time on this point. 
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cient objection against the bill. We have that | be an equal number in the Union; and, of course, 


concession from the committee. Well, sir, im- 
mediately afier the publication of this report, we 
had information of the action of the Spanish Min- 
istry and Spanish Cortes, leaving no possible 
doubt about it, utterly abnegating any possibility 
of the purchase; and yet, were the exertions to 
carry this bill through in the least remitted? Not 
atall. Is the sentiment of the report, that that 
would be a conclusive objection against the bill, 
regarded as true? 


offensive for us to make the offer. It is not for 
me here to say whether that ought to be so or 
not: it is enough that itis so. The truth is, it is 


| preposterous to make the offer, and it is to them 
| about as objectionable as the proposition of Simon 


Magus; and the oniy answer which will be re- 


| turned to itis that which was returned to him: 
not a supply for them. Another thing: the States || 


‘Thy money perish with thee.’’ 1 do not mean 
It is enough for us 
to know that Cuba is not for sale, and cannot be 
bought, and nobody expects to buy it. 

Well, then, if this island is not wanted for de- 
fense, if it is not wanted for settlement, if itis not 


| wanted to put an end to the African slave trade, 


if it is not wanted as a good purchase, pray what 
is the purpose of this bill? whatis the object of it? 


| disguised at all. 


have equal power in the Senate. That, with him, 
was a desideratum, and he seemed to consider it 
necessary for the safety of the slaveholding States. 
When the disturbing topic of slavery was settled 
by the Missouri compromise, he agreed to it; he 
participated in it; and i ought, in creditand honor 
to him, to say, he never attempted to disturb it, 
But it was found, before a great many years, that 
by admitting Louisiana and Missouri and Ar- 


| We all perfectly understand | kansas and Florida, they had used up pretty much 
| that Cuba is not for sale; that Spain will deem it 


all the territory that could be used for making 
slave States south of the line, and it would be ne- 
cessary, as new free States were formed north of 
36° 30',to balance them by some country ac- 
quired, for we had no more country to make into 
slave States. Hence, the annexation of Texas 
was put on foot for that purpose; which was not 
In the making of the treaty, 
which did not succeed, Mr. Calhoun, then Secre- 
tary of State under President Tyler, officially an- 
nounced that the policy was to sustain and per- 
petuate the institution of slavery; that that was 
the object of obtaining Texas. I know that many 
of our people were humbugged with the idea that 
it was going to be one of the institutions for abol- 
ishing slavery; but the author of it, the man who 
formed the treaty, Mr. Calhoun, as Secretary of 


Here, of course, I must be left,in some measure, || State, announced officially that the purpose was 


to conjecture; but I shall state what I believe to be 
the purpose, and my reasons for entertaining that 
belief. 

It is intended to make the offer with the expect- 
ation that it will be rejected. It is then intended 


| to take measures to get up as many claims and 


charges and complaints against Spain as you can, 
and then to seize the island by way of satisfaction. 
I do not say all this is to be done in a day or in 
an hour; but that is the process to be entered 
upon. In the first place, you will observe that the 
President of the United States does not ask for any 


$30,000,000. 


His proposition wag to get some- | 


to sustain slavery; but those who rather chose to 
be humbugged by Mr. Walker’s statements in 
regard to it, would not take the official announce- 
ment. We know that treaty failed; and the mat- 
ter was presented to the Democratic party in their 
convention at Baltimore. Everybody expected 
that they would run Mr. Van Buren; but when 
they came together, it was found that Mr. Van" 
Buren had written and published a letter against 
the annexation of Texas; and that was the end 
of him. ‘Then the Democracy of the North were 
plainly told, if you choose a President to carry 
into effect this purpose of ours, you can have a 


thing like what Mr. Polk had, something like || Democratic President; if you will not let us take 
what Mr. Jefferson had, in the cases he cites. How || one that we select for that purpose, you cannot 


much was that? Two million dollars. 


He does || have a Democratic Presidentat all; and they were 


not mention the sum, but cites these cases by way. || constrained to agree to it. We know that the re- 


of example. He does not ask any $30,000,000. 
What the President wants is a legislauve expres- 
sion of our approbation of this policy. Before he 


| enters upon the prosecution of it, in all its rela- 
tions, he desires to be backed by having his prop- || to balance the free States as they came in. I do 


ositions in some way indorsed by legislative ac- 


| ton, by an expression of the will of Congress. 

There is no other way in which that can be prop- || do not know exactly why Texas has not been 
/erly and regularly and legitimately expressed, || divided; but I believe that State, on the whole, 

but in the form of an appropriation of some kind; || does not like to be dismembered; she rather de- 
that is, legislative action. Resolutions containing || sires to retain her importance as a great State; 
expressions of opinion would not be anything of || and | am not sure but that there may be another 
a legislative character; would not be within the || view, and that is, if they should divide it with a 








scope of our delegated powers. 


his policy. 


| 


sult was, that Texas was annexed by a joint res- 
olution; and provision was made for dividing her 
into three or four States, with her own consent, 
so that they might be brought in as slave States, 


not say there was anything discreditable in this. 
All that, however, did not seem to answer. I 


He wants legis- | view to make more slave States, it is problematic 


| lative action, as I say, for the purpose of initiatuung || whether some of them would not turn out to be 
purpose of depositing therein, with all decency, the mortal || 


free States. Atany rate, no attempts have been 


A man can hardly avoid, in this discussion, || made toward that division. 


asking why this comes up at this time, and in 
this way, and why it is that the President finds 
some ground of expectation that he can be doing 
something that anybody will indorse? On that 
point, I hold in my hand a speech of the honor- 
able Senator from South Carolina, which has ob- 
tained for him something like a national reputa- 
tion. It has been spread broadcast over the land, 


Now, what is the sum and substance of this ‘‘ad- 
dress of the Hon. James H. Hammonp, at Barn- 
well Court-House?’’ [I have read it, and reread 
it. 


and the people of the South from three or four no- 
tions which theyentertain. I allude to it merely 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a 
} 


| 


Then the people who had entertained these no- 
tions, desiring to keep up this equality of States, 
enter upon the business of obliterating the Mis- 


| souri compromise. Mr. Calhoun is dead; all that 


generation has passed; another has come up “‘ that 
knew not Joseph;’’ and then it was that the line 
of 36° 30’ was obliterated from the map, for the 


paee of getting some slave States north of the 
and read with much approbation, if you please. || 


ine, as there was no other country to make into 
slave States. I need not go over now the efforts 
which have been made to form Kansas into a 
slave State, nor detail particularly the instrumen- 


It is essentially an effort on the part of the | talities which the party have thought proper to 
honorable gentleman to dissuade his audience | 


use in countenancing fraud, violence, and vlood, 





to effect that parposes but all has failed. 


What next? Is the idea abandoned? I know 


for the purpose of showing what those notions || that the Senator from South Carolina, in his 
are, so that it may not be said | have charged the’|| Barnwell speech, undertakes to convince these 
proere of the South with entertaining them; but | people that they had better abandon that idea; 


show from this speech that Governor Hammonp 


but they have not abandoned it; it is not given up. 


labors with them and tries to dissuade them from || The effort now made before us is part and parcel 


entertaining these notions. | take it that proves 
that they do entertain them. What are they? 


of the same, thing, because one of those views 
was the acquisition of Cuba. He labors that point 


In the first pkace they desire to obtain Mexico. || in his speech, I think, with very much ability, 


What for? To form it into slave country, in order 


| and very much candor; and I respect him for it; 


that the slaveholding States may come back again || but I think he has hardly succeeded in convinc- 
to an equal position in the Senate with the free | ing that people to give it up. At any rate, I think 


States. I will not say there is anything disecred- | the President has adopte 


their notion, and is 


itable in that; but that was a sentiment of Mr. || pushing it forward on us, as being one that will 


Calhoun. It was what he called equality of States. || give him great strength at the South, in his 
regarded by her as offensive, it would be a suffi- || He thought the free and the slave States should || opinion. 











































































































































































































































1184 


——— ~2- 














So, too, of the acquisition of Mexico. The 
Senator labors to convince his people that that is 
a delusion; that it cannot be effected. This busi- 
ness of acquiring Mexico for the purposes of that 
people, is a very doubtful affair, Slavery has 
failed in Mexico once already. That mixed pop- 
ulation are not exactly of the kind that they can 
reasonably expect the institation of African sla- 


very will prosper with. Lam very suspicious that | 


it would hardly do to undertake to take Mexico 
for this purpose, except it was in homeopathic 
doses. Sweep in Mexico at present, and it is the 
beginning of amalgamation, That is a people of 
mixed race and blood. So far trom marking a 
line of discrimination between black and white, it 
is almost utterly obliterated, and would step over, 
and gradually spread itself over, and, instead of 
aiding this country, debauch it. ‘The people there 
have tried self-government, and it is a perfect fail- 
ure. Those are hardiy desirable elements to in- 
graft into our institutions. I very much coin- 
cide with the views expressed in the speech by 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, that 
that is a subject that had better be touched with 
greatcare. It isa very doubtful policy, especially 
for the purposes for which they desire it. 

Another idea that they entertain is the opening 
of the African slave trade. I think the honora- 
ble Senator’s views on that subject very well and 
eandidiy expressed to them, but | doubt very 
much whether he has persuaded them. He may 
have persuaded the people of South Carolina; but 
we have reason to believe that the desire to open 
the slave trade 1s entertained toa very large extent 
at the South. I do not mean by the majority of 
its people; Ido not mean by the most intelligent 
‘of its people; | do not mean by the northern por- 
tion of the slaveholding States; but it cannot be 
disguised that there is such a feeling in the South. 
Formerly, when you said to us, ‘slavery is an 
institution which has come down to us from our 
fathers; we have three million slaves; we know not 
what to do with them; we must manage them in 
the most prudent way we can, and you ought not 
to visit us with anathemas in consequence of our 
having this unavoidable evil amongst us; it was 
not of our introducing;’’ as long as that was the 
position held, it commended itself very much to 
the consideration of all candid men; but we have 

assed over that period; that is utterly discarded. 

t is now claimed that slavery is a Divine institu- 
tion, the very best possible condition for both 
races, the highest state of civil society. 

The middling classes of people in the slave 
holding States have seen prosperity only by the 
slavehoiders. They have seen the planters, the 
farmers, the men of wealth and prosperity, the 
cotton-growers, the sugar-growers, prospering 
and thriving—how? By the use of slave labor 
Thése people never saw any Other prosperity; 
they do not know that a white man is capable, by 
his own labor, of self-elevation; they never saw 
it; they cannot know it. Now, is it at all as- 
tonishing that a man of that class should say to 
his brother, “You and I are men of moderate cir- 
cumstances; do you not see that all the wealth 
and prosperity, all the ease and luxury is with 
those who own slaves? Cannot you and | have 
some slaves?’’ ** No; they cost $1,500 head ; here 
is the Governor has five hundred, and our Rep- 
resentative to Congress has a thousand; you and I| 
have not got one, and we cannot get one because 
we have not $1,500 or $2,000 to pay for one. Now, 
how are we ever to elevate ourselves? How are 
we ever to have any prosperity? How are we 
ever to have any ease and luxury?’’ “I can tell 
you: add prosperity to this divine institution by 
aiding in the importation of large numbers of 
slaves, and put them at such a price that we shall 
be able to get some, and then we will see whether 
we cannot take position with our more wealth 
néighbors.”’ This view is entertained, and wit 
the slave-holders, the men of intelligence, if you 
please, men of worth, men of patriotism, it has 
got to be, and is fast getting to be, a very delicate | 
subject and a rather troublesome point. 

shi s out—the Wanderer; it brings in a 
eargo of slaves; they are scattered through the 
country and carried on the railroad cars; but does 
any man reclaim any of them and deliver them 


Is there a governing public opinion 
portation ef slaves when three hu 
Afr‘cans can be scattered through the southern 


inst the im- 





ee ee 


red imported ! that the large part of the 








: at SS SS 
country in the most public manner, and not one 


of them reclaimed? What is it for? 
litical men it is looked at in this way: “ we desire 
to obtain Mexico, to make an equality of States; 
we desire to open the slave trade, that we may 
get slaves with which to settle new States, and 
make them slave States in order to produce that 
equality; and we want Cuba, because itis already 
filled with slaves; we shall not have to import 
slaves to add to our numbers there; we will just 
levy a tax on all the free people so as to raise 
$30,000,000 now, and $100,000,000, or more, af- 
terwards, to buy that for the purpose of adding 
to our political weight.’’? That is the proposition. 
The question is, whether our people will do it? 

Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator from Ver- 
mont permit me to make a remark here? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Certainly. 

| Mr. SLIDELL. He states, what is the fact, 
that the slaves brought in by the Wanderer have 
been openly carried through Georgia and Ala- 
bama; but there is no power, no authority, that 
will enable anybody to arrest these slaves under 
the law of the United States. The efforts of the 
Government, up to this time, have been entirely 
directed towards the prosecution of the men who 
have dealt in them, who have purchased and sold 
them; and I will only say to the Senator from 
Vermont, that if he will introduce a bill by which 
the power shall be conferred upon the Govern- 
ment of the United States to arrest a slave ille- 
gally introduced into the United States, I will 
coéperate with him very cheerfully in the passage 
of it 

Mr.COLLAMER. There is a bill lying on the 
table now; it has lain there for weeks and weeks; 
and has any southern gentleman tried to move it? 
it has been reported from the committee long 
since. Does the honorable Senator wish to clear 
his State of this apparent imputation, or, if not 
his own State, othersouthern States? Is the least 
effort made about it?) He wants that I should do 
something. I have nothing to do with it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will answer the Senator if 
he desires it. 1 think that the sentiment of the 
southern portion of the United States is decidedly 
ad verse to the traffic in slaves, so long as itis pro- 
hibited by the laws of the United States. I think 
that is the universal sentiment. There is a por- 
tion of the people of the southern country who 
think that the interests of civilization and human- 
ity, and the industry of the country, would, per- 

| haps, be promoted by the renovation of the slave 
trade, under certain regulations. I think they are 
still a very small portion of our community; but 
if the slave trade be not suppressed in other coun- 
tries; if the people of Cuba can purchase slaves at 
a very reduced price; if the Emperor of France 
can take them in anlimited numbers into his col- 
| onies, the people of the South may fear the com- 
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a large part of them in point of numbers—thj 
their condition would be decidedly improved, ser 
the condition of the African, too, by having th, 


| slave trade revived. Recently, | see it stated in 


their papers, if the slave trade is open, you can. 


| not get a jury to indict and convict. I believe the 
_ have found a bill recently against the master o, 


| owner of a vessel. 
| remains to be seen. 


Whether he will be convicted, 


I have only called attention to these topics for 


the purpose of showing that these are the sentj. 
| ments entertained by our southern people: tha 
| we should open the African slave trade; that we 
should extend oyr borders and take in Mexico 


and all that country for the purpose, as they think 
of their own security; if you please, for the pur. 
pose of obtaining at least equal weight in the 
command of thisGovernment. When Fitts said 


| that, Lam not charging upon them anything of q 


criminal nature at all. | do not charge them with 


| an intent to abuse that power if they could get it; 


| to these points. 


but that is not the point. The acquisition of 
Cuba, opening the African slave trade, and the 
dissolution of the Union, secession, those are the 
topics on which the honorable Senator thought 
proper to address the people, and very sound! 
to address them. I wish he could convince the 
whole of the South on that topic, but he has not 
done it. 

I think that the President himself disagreed 
with the Senator from South Carolina in relation 
He has proceeded to indorse 
them. I donot mean that he favors their idea in 
regard to the dissolution of the Union, but he hag 
indorsed them for the purpose they avow. Per- 
haps he has done so from a fear of the dissolution 


_ of the Union. He may have thought it ead 
l 


to accommodate them in their feeling upon a 
these subjects by his aid, in order to prevent their 
dissolving the Union. Senators have argued this 


_ case as if they were talking entirely to the people 


of the southern States. Somehow or other, it 
seems to be forgotten that the majority of the 
people of the United States participate in none of 
these views. The question presented is, will the 
people of the free States contribute their substance 
to enter upon this policy for the purpose of aid- 


_ing the South in obtaining power to govern the 


North in the Union, or to get out of it, if they de- 
sire to do so? 

In order to present more fully my view in re- 
lation to the purposes and designs, that is, the 


ultimate use of this power of force, I wish to 


| enter a little more into the detail and history of 


child of his old age. 


abor, and there will be a total change of public || 


sentiment atthe South, and you will find many 
, advocates for the slave trade among men who are 
not so now. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


I desire to exercise all 


| courtesy to the gentleman in relation tothis, which | 


is his peculiar topic; but I do not wish to have 


speeches in favor of the African slave trade, in any | 


| aspect in which it can present itself, thrown into 
the body of my speech, and published with it. 
[Laughter.] Ido not like it. 

| Mr. SLIDELL. There is a very simple rem- 


speech. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Ido not contemplate hav- 
| ing a pamphlet. I do not make any speeches for 
| Buncombe. Mr. President, | am not practically 
| familiar with all the laws on this subject; but I 
_ take it that imported slaves into this country may 
| be wurrebiered to the Executive, and it is his duty 
| to return them home. 1 know that, if public opin- 
| ion in Georgia, or Alabama, and that portion of 
| 


the country, is so decided against the renewal of | 


| the African slave trade as gentlemen would seem 

to suppose, those Africans would be given ups but 
there will not be a man of them given up. It has 
| been published in the papers that ** Brother such 
| a one has gotten one of those boys for . Thave 





edy; not to have it published in the pamphlet | 


this subject. I know it is true that the President 
has long entertained this project. It is a favorite 
The notion has been enter- 
tained more or less distinctly in his mind for some 
time. It is only more fully developing itself at 


| this time. The President knew full well, not only 
vetition of cheap slave labor, or pretended free | 


before these recent manifestations of the public 
feeling of Spain, that he could not purchase Cuba; 
he knew it as well in the first place as he doeshow. 
The very proposition, in the form in which itis 
put forth, is utterly inconsistent with the idea of 
the purchase. Why, sir, when he himself was 
Secretary of State, in his instructions to Mr. 


| Saunders, at the time he was our Minister to 


Spain, upon this topic, what does he say to him? 


| Speaking of the manner of conducting this busi- 


| 


| 
| 


| 


' 


} 
i 


ness, he tells him: 

‘Such delicate negotiations, at least in their incipient 
stages, ought always to be conducted in confidential con- 
versation, and with the utmost secrecy and dispatch.” 

And now, he comes to the Congress of the 
United States to get a declaration in the face of 
the world of the purposes that we design. How 
utterly inconsistent is that with the idea he thus 
ca hg expressed of the manner in which alone 
such a thing could be done. He knew another 
thing perfectly as well, and that is, that when Mr. 
Soulé went as our minister to Spain, Mr. Marcy 
told him this: 

‘* Under certain conditions the United States might be will- 
ing to purchase it; but it is seareély expected that you will 
find Spain, should you attempt to ascertain her views upon 
the subject, at all inclined to enter intosuch a negotiation. 
There is reason to believe that she is under obligations to 
Great Britain and France not to transfer this island to the 
United States. Were there nothing else to justify this be- 
lief but the with which these two Powers sent 


looked him over, and | think him a great dequisi- | their naval forces to her aid in the late Cuba disturbances, 
to the Government to be taken home? Not one. | tion’? Nobody undertakes to say that they must | the proposition for a tripartite convention to guaranty Cubs 


| be delivered—not atall. The truth is, as I stated, 
ople in the South—I 
do not say the most intelligent people there, but 


I! 
| 


to Spain, and, what is more significant than either of the 
above facts, the sort of joint protest by and France, 


to which I adverted in my instructions to Mr. Buchanad, 
against some of the views presented in Mr. Everett’s letter 
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ofthe 2d of December last, to M. Sartiges, the French Min- Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will permit me, | 
jster, would alone be satisfactory proof of such arrange- | 


" ‘| I wish to direct his attention to this point: As I 
ment. : || understand, he passes from the first letter of Mr. | 
Then the Secretary of State had informed Mr. | Marcy to the first letter of Mr. Soulé, as though | 
Soulé that there was no doubt there was atreaty | nothing intervened. 
between Spain on the one side, and France and Mr. COLLAMER. 
England on the other, that they would guaranty |) that. 
that Cuba should not be taken from her; and Mr. DAVIS. And he argues from this, that 
she would guaranty she would not sell it to the || Mr. Soulé never attempted to get any settlement 
United States. Now, that is not my conjecture. || of the claim against Spain. 
That is the official announcement of the view then || Mr, COLLAMER. I think I shall show how 
taken. The present President knew of this. He || he managed that. 
yot only understood it, but he knew it had been Mr. DAVIS. And I will further direct his at- 
~ <- a] . “ “ » 
tested, too; because Mr. Soulé went to Spain, || tention to the fact, that he treats the Black War- 
and he did not give up the idea of obtaining Cuba. || rior case as hanging up after Mr. Soulé went 
How do you suppose he expected to obtain it | there. 
after the information he had from the Secretary Mr. COLLAMER. 
of-State? Why, itis quite obvious. There were || that time. 
claims—among others the Black Warrior claim Mr. DAVIS. It began since that time, and 
—on foot then, not settled; there were otherthings || interrupted the progress of negotiations by its cur- 
to complain about; transactions in Cuba; claims | rent, 
upon Spain under the old commission, not settled Mr. COLLAMER. I will say to the Senator, 
to this day, and are published now among the | the Black Warrior case was settled by itself; but 
list of claims against Spain. What did Mr.Soulé | we had a variety of claims against Spain. There 
undertake to do? There isno doubt about it. He || are great numbers of them; a great quantity of 
undertook to get Cuba in satisfaction of those || them, ready at any time to be brought out when 
claims. That was the mission he went upon. He || wanted. They are here on the schedule, printed. 
did not go to settle the claims in any other way, | Gentleman can easily find them. There isa large 
because in his letter written after the Ostend con- | Jedger account, heavily balanced in our favor, 
ference to the Secretary of State, and before he | against every nation in Europe. 
left Spain, he says this. his letter is dated the Mr. DAVIS. Perhaps the Senator does not 
23d of December, 1854: understand what I mean. He was arguing against 
« The question of Cuba was the other day (18th instant) | the Black Warrior case, as existing when Mr. 
brought into discussion in the Cortes, and gave rise to the || Soulé went there. 
animated debate which you will find reported in the in- Mr. COLLAMER. The gentleman will not 
closed number of the Official Gazette. cs diverted: fi th . Pr | » ohiek el 
“The minister of Foreign Affairs, with an emphasis full |, St Me diverted from the particular case which 
of significancy, repelled the suspicion that the Government |; aM arguing, by making a side issue. 
might be disposed to part witb it, by declaring that,in its || Mr. DAVIS. The Senator has made a side 
judgment, ‘to part with Cuba would be to part with the || 
national honor.’ 
* The declaration was covered with the frantic applause 
of the galleries, and received the spontaneous and undivided 
sanction of the house.”? 


I am going to attend to 


It has been settled since 


|| justice to the negotiation. 


|| dent, that the claims, whatever they were, were 
intended to be used by him; and | do not know 

| but that he tried to use them. I do not say there 

| is anything discreditable in that. No doubt was 
entertained that it would be desirable to get Cuba, 
if we could at a rational price, and in the settle- 
ment of these claims. | do not complain that there 
is anything dishonest or unfair or dishonorable 
in that; not at all. He did not succeed; he could 
not succeed in it. 


Mr. DAVIS. 


Now I come to the sentence on which I rely: 


“Thus was disposed of, in a single session of that grave 
body, the Cortes, what of hope the United States might 
still retain of bringing their difficulties with this country to 
a peaceable and friendly adjustment through the cession to 
them of that icland.”’ 


What hope had been entertained of getting the 
cession from Spain of that island, for those claims, 
wasended. That was in 1854. The President | 
knew of that,too. He did not need the recent | 
demonstration in the Cortes. That is nothing but || his negotiation began. 

& mere repetition of the affair. Then he did not||) Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, the Sena- 
want this appropriation with a view and expect- || tor seems to suppose that I make the Black War- 
ationgof the purchase of Cuba. He knew it /| rior a single case. I tell you there are now exist- 
could not be purchased before. 

1 cannot but make a few observations, Mr. || then, and are unsettled now. 
President, as to how this subject is now brought |} Mr. DAVIS. 
up for consideration. I have endeavored to show || not in the category at all. iM 
why itis. These sentiments entertained by the || Mr. COLLAMER. What if it did not? 
southern people, give the reason why this time || Mr. DAVIS. The whole argument falls? 
is taken; but bane has it got up? I ought to fol- 1 Mr. COLLAMER. No, sir; it does not. My 
low a little further into this topic. I speak, now, || argument is not founded on the Black Warrior 
not so much upon authority; but still 1 think | case. I choose not to have an issue thus made 
upon good grounds of suspicion. It will be found || on an unimportant point. 1am speaking of the 
that there never was any attempt, by Mr. Soulé, || claims which did exist, and there were a large 
to settle those claims and the points of diffioulty || catalogue of them, anid which now exist, for they 
between us by treaty. His ministry there wasnot | have never been settled. He endeavored to use 
to do that, except it was by getting the cession of || those claims as a means for the acquisition of 
Cuba. That was his object; and when he left | Cuba, but he did not succeed. 
that mission, I believe it would be found, if the || When Mr. Soulé was there, and had ascer- 
archives of the State Department were searched, || tained that there was no prospect of succeeding 
that there had been submitted a most liberal and | in obtaining Cuba, what next took place? The 
fair proposition, on the part of Spain, for the set- | next thing coming in order is the Ostend confer- 
tlement of difficulties and the arrangement of com- || ence. Mr. Walsh, an old and experienced states- 
mercial affairs, and the reciprocity of privileges || man, says, in relation to Cuba, recently: 
to our commerce and our trade and our people, in | 
their country, as well as theirs here. hat prop- || Ostend conference was held in consequence of Mr. Soulé’s 
osition Was never entertained by him. L.believe i] despair of such a consummation as purchase or cession be 
it was never sent to this Government by him; but | ™é made.’ 

I think it will be found. The claims were in- || Sir, the Ostend conference was holden because 
tended to be kept back for the purpose of being || Mr. Soulé utterly despaired of the success of his 
used upon some more auspicious occasion for the negotiations; and that brings us to-day to that 
Ereat object of the acquisition of Cuba. I think | Ostend conference. Now, what is. ihe great 


‘Europe imagined that the anomalous and marvelous 


that the archives of the State Department will | sweeping point of that Ostend conference? It | 
} 


Verify what I say. 


75 


is all summed up, and lies in a very narrow 


issue, by arraigning the minister and doing in- 


Mr. COLLAMER. My opinion is, Mr. Presi- 


~ THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. 


The claim did not exist when | 


ing a long list of claims which were unsettled | 


That case did not exist—was | 
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space. Speaking of the acquisition of Cuba, 
they say: 

** Whilst pursuing this course we can afford to disregard 
the censures of the world, to which we have been so often 
and so unjustly exposed. 

*« After we Shall have offered Spain a price for Cuba, far 
beyond its present value, and this shall have been refused, 
it will then be time to consider the question : does Cuba, in 
the possession of Spain, seriously endanger our internal 
peace and the existence of our cherished Union ? 

** Should this question be answered in the affirmative, 
then by every law, human and divine, we shall be justified 
in Wresting it from Spain, it we possess the power; and 
this, upou the very same principle that would justify an in- 
dividual in tearing down the burning bouse of his neighbor, 
if there were no other means of preventing the flames from 
destroying his own home. 

‘* Under such circumstances, we ought neither to count 
the cost nor regard the odds that Spain might enlist against 


. 


Us. 


When that manifesto, that declaration of sen- 
timent came here, the Secretary of State disap- 
proved especially of it. Mr, Marcy said to them, 
in his letter to Mr. Soulé of the 13th of November, 
1854: 

“The language of some part of the report might, perhaps, 
be so construed as to sustain the inference that you and 
your associates in the conference were of opinion that thé 
proposition should be made, though there should be no 
chance of itabeing entertained ; and that it should be accom- 
panied with the open declaration, or a significant sugges- 
tion that the United States were determined to have the 
island, and would obtain it by other means, if their present 
advances, so advantageous to Spain, be refused by her.’ 

That is the sense in which he received that part 
of the communication. He disapproved the pol- 
icy of making an offer which re had good rea- 
son to believe would be rejected. He so informed 
Mr. Soulé, in his letter in answer to this mani- 
festo of the Ostend conference. That was in Oc- 
tober. On the 13th of November, Mr. Marcy 
wrote this to him, and immediately on receipt of 
it, Mr. Soulé, in December, enters his resignation. 
He says: 

** Your dispatch of the 13th ultimo, leaving me no alter- 

| native but that of continuing to linger bere, in languid im- 
potence, or of surrendering « trust which, with the difficul- 
ties thrown in the way of its execution, | would strive in 
vain to discharge, either to the satisfaction of the Govern- 
ment orto my own credit, you will not be surprised at the 
course which@ sense of dignity has impelled me to adopt. 

“Tf resign my commission of envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary at this Court.’’ 


Here, then, we find this history, Mr. Soulé 
goes there with the attempt to obtain Cuba in pay- 
ment of these claims against Spain, and utterly 
fails; thereupon the Ostend conference is holden, 
and its manifesto published. I shall not attempt 
to English it. Mr. Secretary Marcy stated the 
import of that portion of it. Mr. Soulé, upon 
being informed that the Government did not ap- 
prove of making an offer to be rejected, resigned 
his position and came home. The subject has 
slept from that time to this; nothing more has 
been said about it until this message came from 
the President. Can any man, putting these facts 
together, understand it differently from this? The 
President, in his present message, has been a little 
more cautious, though the other was somewhat 

/ ambiguous and oblique. In his annual message 
he says, upon this topic: 

‘¢ All the territory which we have acquired since the ori- 
gin of the Government, has been by fair purchase from 
France, Spain, and Mexico, or by the free and voluntary 
act of the independent State of Texas, in blending her des- 
tinies with ourown. This course we shall ever pursue, un- 
less circumstances should oceur which we do not now an- 
ticipate, rendering a departure from it clearly justifiable 
under the imperative and overruling law of self-preserva- 
thon. 

Then we do understand that this is buta new 
edition, a little different impression of the Ostend 
conference. We mean to get Cuba by purchase, 
if we can peacefully; but, at the same time, he 
says: ‘* 1 hope the time will not come when we 
shall have to take it any way, because it is ne- 
cessary to us. Spain, you sell us Cuba. | 
want Congress to make an appropriation that I 
may make an offer to you; and Pores it distinctly 
understood that if they do so, I hope I shall not 
have to whip you; I hope the necessity of that 
will not arise at all.”” hat does thatmean? It 
means precisely what the Spanish Cortes under- 

|, stood it to mean—menace. Now, we are asked, 
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when is that occasion to arise? When is that 
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| ought not to be deterred from making it by any supposed un- | ing their own, and as likely to be as a 














































unaccepta- 1. 
shadowy notion of necessity ever to arise? Can || oe sean! ce mye to accept it, or even to | ble neighbors in the family of nations. » = 
any man really believe that the necessities of the || “*teten "t'" bi To hould be |! Again, we not merely call them names and fing of th 
political existence of this country are staked upon |, According to t Piece a the woo ould e | fault with their titles, but we find the report filled js ul 
the possession of Cuba? You cannot suppose | made, even if we knew they would reject it. | up with complaints about them. The very pre- But 
this Sinton can be dissolved by the possession of That is the very point on which Mr. Marcy dis-  amble of the bill before us goes upon the ground that 
Cuba by any other nation. By the power of this || approved of the manifesto of the Ostend confer- || that there are constant aggressions on the part of av 
Legislature we might build thousands of ships, || &"¢*: but here it is announced to the world that the people of Spain in Cuba upon us, increasing, Ne 
to carry millions of men, and, I was about to say, || the United States propose to take up the subject magnifying every da . and endangering us. le M 
we'could not merely sweep the island to desola- and make the offer. What does all that mean? | jg obvious, Mr. President, that the next step ig thus 
tion, but we could shovel up the whole of it into Why, it is, that the manifesto of the Ostend con- | tg getupa large body of charges to prejudice the Sout 
the ships and dump it off into the Atlantic ocean. ference, signed by the present President himself, public mind, and excite the public indignation jf that 
The idea that the possession of Cuba is necessary | shadowing forth the ultimate purpose of this pol- you can about it, in some way or other, and then then 
to the actual existence of this country, is a mere || !©Y> and disapproved of by the then Administra- proceed to the taking possession. It’s, indeed, ico 
figment of the imagination. That, then, is not) “on of the United States, is now taken up, re- | nothing more than a repetition, upon a large scale the 
what the Ostend conference alludes to. Itis not~| Vived, presented to this body, and even that | of the old case of Ahab and Naboth. Naboth cat 
what the President’s message alludes to. To || feature of it directly approved by the report of refused to sell the inheritance of his father to oo 
what, then, do they allude ? 1 oem eet Seveedinto the committee of the House of Representatives. || Ahab, for a garden of herbs or for the money. aati 
conjecture. It appears to me that we find the so- Can any man tell me, after all this, that we can- | Charges were gotten up against him at the insti. told 
lution of that point in this very report. What 0 understand the purpose of it? I know that || pation of Jezebel; he was stoned; and she said, sity 
does the report say? another step has got to be taken before you use | «* Now Naboth is dead, go and take possession Low 

« The law of our national existence is growth.” * * || force, that which is always taken on such occa- of his vineyard, that he refused to sell to you for ‘aia 
* * * When they cease to grow they will soon || 8ions—to begin to pick a quarrel, prepare the || money;”’ and he did it. Flo 
commence that period of decadence which is the fate of all || public mind, and fix the public appetite, uponthe || Much bas been said in the progress of this de- a 
nations, as of civilized man.”’ acquisition of that island. Senators find fault || bate about the prospect of the interference of Eng- on 

That is, not the day that thou diest thou shalt | With the people whom they are about to rob of | Jand and France in this transaction. You will ah 
surely die, but dying your death shall com- | this possession. The honorable Senator from || observe Mr. Marcy says, that we have good ans 
mence. That is the sentiment: the rhoment this | Louisiana [Mr. Bensamiy] occupied a large por- || reason to believe that there is a treaty existing be- wi 
nation ceases to grow by expanding its territory, || Won of his speech, and displayed much of his | tween Spain, on the one side, not to sell Cuba, the 
this nation commences its decadence—dying it elequence, in undertaking to show how tyranni- || and France and England on the other to guar- yol 
shalldie. Therefore, the consequence surely flow- cal a government Spain exercised over Cuba. anty its possession to her. Very well. Now, Pal 
ing from that is, when we come to Cuba and want The first thing it is necessary to doin such cases, || when gentleman say if England interferes in the sar 
to take that, and expansion is necessary in that |, '8 to call names and get up prejudice against || case of our trade with Spain for Cuba, she will the 
direction, or we think it is, one of two alterna- || them. Even Jack Falstaff, when he robbed the || interfere in that which is none of her business; arc 
tives is presented to us: we must take it, or we || carriers of the money'at Gadshill, called them || and thereupon they commence a long attack upon So 
commence dying. That is the necessity. There || ‘gorbellied knaves.’’ You must call names and || Great Britain. They show what violence she has = 
cannot be a higher notion of the necessity as that || opprobrious e rithets to. get up a prejudice in the || committed to the world, and tell her, * why doyou Ce 
describes it. The time has come, it says, for us | public mind. The next step is to disparage their | interfere with usin a trade which both of us agree it 
to take Cuba. If Congress will declare that to be || title. The honorable Senator has even done that. || to??? Why, Mr. President, that is an unfair at- ah 
the national policy, whenever it is necessary to | He says that the only title which Spain has got || tack upon her. Nobody has suggested that France a 
take Cuba to prevent our decadence commencing, | Over Cuba is, that she possesses sovereignty over || and England are about to interfere with force in po 
to anticipate that point of culmination, we must | !t- I wonder what country an this world owns | relation to any trade we may make with Spain tr 
seize upon it, and are justified by the law of na- | another by a better title than Spain owns Cuba. || for Cuba. To be sure, the course taken with this 
tional necessity. Thatappears to me to bea fair || | should like to see any better title. They have || measure was to institute proceedings in Congress, 
exposition of the principles contained in that re- | had it for more than three hundred years, with | and publish it to the world that we are moving at 


the exception of a short time in 1762, when it was 


A /about it, and thus giving France and England f> 
taken possession of by the British, and surren- | 


notice to prevent Spain from making the trade. 


port as illustrative of and declaring the condition 
and the ny under which the right to take | 











intended in this case. - I have here in my hand a 0 
little extract from the annual message of the Gov- || nothing about their will. They have not been 
ernor of Louisiana, the same State from which || consulted about their will. He does not propose 
the honorable author of this report, written with || to consult them about it at all. 
very great ability as it is, and the honorable Sen- || Mr. PUGH. I supposed the Senator would 
ator who spoke in its support, come. Governor |! allow me to interpret my own language. 

Wickliffe, after speaking of the “southern policy”? || Mr. COLLAMER. There is nothing in this 
of the present Administration, and congratulating || proposition, from the beginning to the end, about 
the people that it is negotiating for the acquisition || ever asking the people of Cuba anything about 
of Cuba, hopes that ** if this means of setting the || what is to become of them. He says there is no 
island free should fail, some more potent one will || title. ‘Fhe Senator from Virginia, and I believe 


be used.’’ 


Mr. COLLAMER. The gentleman knows | 





it is justified. dered the next year. I think they have got as || That is what the proceeding is; but they do 
Now, sir, if you turn to the speech of the hon- | good a title as we could be able to show, ina || not propose to interfere with force about it. It tr 
orable Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Pucu,] you will | court of justice, against our Indian friends and || ig when we attempt to take it by force that * 
find that he sustains the same view of it. E esays | their descendants. ' ; . |, their interference is to come in; not that they is 
that every nation has a right to self-defense and The Senator from Ohio, not content with this, || will interfere with a trade with which they have tt 
to attack for that purpose. He instances the case | attempts to find fault with the title which they || nothing to do, but that they will interfere pur- tl 
of the Caroline cut out by the British from a | have to the country. The amount of his argu- | suant to their own treaty in guarantying that to 0 
harbor upon the strait of Niagara and sent over |, Ment is, that there is no equitable title to Cuba || Spain when we attempt forcibly to wrest it from a 
the-falls, and he says that was justified and jus- || 0" the part of Spain. He says: | her. 1 do not choose to pursue that part of the . 
tiflable. Very well; so it was. Then he says “It is a possession by mere strictness of title, without || case any further. I agree entirely with what was f 
that the very possession of Cuba by Spain is to || "Y reason of equitable consideration.” | said by the honorable Senator from South Caro- 5 
us of greater danger and more annoyance than Some Senators, particularly the latter gentle- || lina to his people in his address at Barnwell Court- " 
the Caroline ever was to the people of Canada. || man, act upon the notion that Cuba naturally be- || House, that our undertaking to take forcible pos- 
That is the substance of it. ‘Then the necessity | longs to us. '| session of Cuba would involve the world in war. ‘ 
has come; the seizure of the island is justifiable Mr, PUGH. I think it naturally belongs to || That sucha purpose is contemplated now, I have ‘ 
as a necessity; and that is the manifestation of | the people who live there; and when the title is || already given my view upon. t 
this principle as declared here. * || asserted by mere force, against their will, I sayit || I come now to speak for a little while on the 
Mr. President, I believe that the use of force is || has no existence. || commercial aspects of this subject. I shall not 

| 


occupy a large portion of time with that branch 
of the discussion. It is said that if we were to 
take in Cuba, we should have no sugar duties to 
|pay. I believe those sugar duties amount to 4 
very considerable sum—§4,000,000 a year. Be- 
sides what we have from Louisiana, at least eight 
| tenths of all the sugar imported into this coun- 
try comes from Havana and Matanzas, in Cuba, 
'and the duties upon itamount toa very consider- 
able sum—$4,000,000. ‘That mode of argument- 
ation addressed to the northern and commercial 






















































That is his view. I have before me the report 
made in the House of Representatives on this 
same subject of the acquisition of Cuba. They 
were tender-footed at first, but after all the pur- 

ose comes out. After arguing the case at some 


ength, to see what the manner of annexing it | 


would be, they tell us: 


* The committee hope that circumstances may never oc- 
cur rendering it incumbent on the United States, ‘ under 
the imperative and overruliig law of self-preservation’ °— 


_ even the Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] 


have anotion that it naturally belongs to us. Now, 


what would we think of a man whose neighbor’s | 


farm joined his, and the owner of it lived some 


distance from it, who would insist upon it that it | 


naturally belonged to him; that he could make 
more of it than the man who owned it; and be- 
sides that, it joined his a ao, I can merely 
say that such a man would not be | 

very acceptable neighbor. I think the country 
which entertains notions of that kind in relation 


ikely to be a | 





part of the United States, seems to be based upon 
the simple idea of their cupidity. It is saying to 
them: ‘* You gain something by this business; 
you can have more trade there; you can save 
your sugar duties;’’ just as if that people were 


| ready, utterly independent of any sentiment of 


regard for the principles of right and wrong, to 
agree to the annexation of Cuba on that ground. 


| Such isthe overweening opinion of their cupidity, 


that it seems to be supposed they would enter into 


anything if they could make money by it. | do 
not think that is well founded. But if these du- 






That word comes in again— 


—*“to take possession of the island without the consent of 
Spain; but if they should, summary measures could be much 


to territory which joins them, or is near them, 
belonging to a nation ata distance, although it || ties upon sugar are really so much of a grievance 

might be more profitable to them, and insisted || and annoyance and trouble, we have got them on 
more easily justified, if we are prepared to show that we || upon it that it naturally belonged to them, and | entirely for the benefit of Louisiana; and I can 
_ ceed i eens oarstt || that they therefore were unnaturally deprived of || merely say, that if the hondrable Senators from 
exchange for it. Assuch an offer might be necessary tothe || ity 1 think such a nation is more employed in || Louisiana want that sugar duty repealed, so thet 
complete vindication of this Government hereafter, we || coveting their neighbor’s property than cultivat= || the people shall not have to pay it, they shall 




















21, 


ccepta- 
nd find 
rt filled 
ry pre- 
round 
part of 
aSing, 
AS, lt 
Step iy 
Ice the 
tion if 
d then 
ndeed, 
Scale, 
‘aboth 
her to 
loney, 
Insti. 
Said, 
eSS10n 
ou for 


‘is de. 
f Eng. 
u will 
good 
ng be. 
Cuba, 
guar- 
Now, 
in the 
@ will 
iness; 
upon 
1e hag 
lo you 
agree 
ir at- 
'rance 
ree in 
Spain 
h this 
rress, 
oving 
gland 
rade, 
y do 
t. It 
that 
they 
have 
pur- 
lat to 
from 
f the 
t was 
>aro- 
ourt: 
 pos- 
war. 
have 


1 the 
1 not 
anch 
re to 
es to 
to a 
Be- 
eight 
oun- 
uba, 
ider- 
1ent- 
rcial 
IpoNn 
ng to 
1e8S; 
save 
vere 
it of 
r, to 
and. 
lity, 
into 
I do 
du- 
ince 
2 on 
can 
rom 
that 
hall 


Se ae os 


1859, 





Sotbanzasieed ae Samat 7 7 
have my vote to do it. If they do not want those 
duties, they need nothave them. Itis a matter 
of their own entirely. I can merely say that it 
js unnecessary to steal Cuba for that purpose. 
But what relief is there in that? AM the duties 
that you fail to collect upon sugars we have to 
yay upon some other importations. It would be 
no relief at all. 

Mr. President, these three great purposes are 
thus entertained in the view of the people of the 
South, in the manner I have stated. Ihave shown 
that they have been, and still are, maintained by 
them. Among others, is the acquisition of Mex- 
ico, and, | suppose, Central America. Indeed, 
the very ground on which this proceeding is 
instituted, the very first incipient stage in it, is 
based upon a claim which shaws it has no ternii- 
nation to it. We are told in this report, we are 
told in the speeches of Senators, that the neces- 
sity for obtaining Cuba arises from our owning 
Louisiana and Florida. The acquisition of Lou- 
isiana, they say, necessitated the acquisition of 
Florida, and these two now necessitate the acqui- 
sition of Cuba. Why? Because you must not 
have in the hands of a foreign power a country 
where there are ports that can give shelter to a 
navy that may annoy your commerce. ‘Then, if 


| 
| 
} 
| 
j 


you take Cuba, you must take Jamaica, because | 


they could fit out ships from there to annoy Cuba; 
you must take San Domingo; you must take the 
Bahama islands. The step you first take neces- 
sarily implies and includes that you shall ‘take 
the whole sweep of the West India Islands, 
around to Venezuela, at the northeast angle of 
South America, and then upon the coast upon 
which it breasts take down through Mexico and 
Central America, until you come around to meet 


it. In short, as the honorable Senator from Geor- | 


gia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,] who seldom disguises mat- 
ters, said, he desires to have announced as the 
policy in this country, that we shall! take the 
tropics, [ mean on this side of the world. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is true—the whole of it. 


Mr.COLLAMER. Exactly. The very found- | 


ation for this first step produces the necessity 
for every other you are to take in the tropics; 
but the value of it, a8 a possession, is yet prob- 
lematical. When we look at the people of the 


tropics, living in nakedness, unsheltered and un- | 


housed, and see them live in idleness and prosper 


in growth of numbers, we cannot but at once | 


turn our attention to how this is done. 


We find | 


them furnished with the spontaneous productions | 


of the earth for their support. There are fruits 
and nuts all the year round; and half an acre of 


untiled banana will support one hundred men 


fora year. What does this intimate? ‘That they 
were made to live in idleness, and the country 
was made with fruits, to enable them to do it. 
{Laughter.] It is the indication of Providence; 
and but a very slight degree of philosophy will 
confirm it. Man never grows there. He never 
takes that position which should entitle him to 


be a member of a free, popular Government. He | 


never was and he never can be, I care not whether 
he be white or black. 

But, Mr. President, there is something more 
than that, that leads me to this conclusion and 
confirms me in its correctness; and that is, those 
West India Islands have been possessed for al- 
most three hundred years; they have been pos- 
sessed by all the principal leading Powers of 
Europe: England, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, 
France, Portugal, Spain—I will not say cer- 
tainly as to Portugal; | am not sure of that—have 
possessed them. They have been possessed by 
people of all races, and how have they kept them? 


and how cultivated them? Wholly, exclusively, | 


with African labor. I agree entirely with the 
honorable Senator from Louisiana, that that is so; 
perhaps, it must be so. 

Well, Mr. President, you have had them freely 
Supplied for more than two hundred years, with- 
out the propriety of it being in the least ques- 
tioned by any Christian nation, with labor from 
Africa. 1 will state, in all moderation, that there 
have been carried to those islands from Africa, four 


umes as many Africans as all the people that are | 


now inthem. Is it not a tropical region? - Yes. 
Joes it not produce spontaneous sustenance for 
man? Yes. Why have they not thrived there ? 
Why has their supply to be so constantly re- 
newed ? They have been labored; they have been 
worked. 1 do notcharge that all these Christian 


| laws upon us. 


|, what is to be done with them? 
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people have labored them excessively and im- || done: Provided, That the President shall report to Con- 


properly. Itis not their interest to do it. Sir, 


| that result jumps with the conclusion which I be- 


fore stated: they were never made to live within 
the tropics and labor. The thing is a failure. 
How does this contrast with the existence of do- 
mestic slavery in this country, outside of the 
tropics, and in the temperate zone? Do they not 
multiply here? Certainly. It is not the race that 


| runs out; it is the country; itis the climate. It 


is not the treatmentso much. People do not de- 
stroy their slaves wantonly anywhere, to any 
very great extent, probably. There are some 
cruel unreasonable masters, no doubt; but they 
are limited in number. 

What is the doctrine I deduce from this? {t is 
this: the experiment of slave labor, for the culti- 
vation of the tropics, in the hands of all the peo- 
ple who have thus far tried it, is a failure; and, 
unless you accompany it with a constant re-sup- 
ply from Africa, it always must be a failure; and 
therefore, the suggestion that we should under- 
take this business upon ourselves, for the purpose 
of carrying through a successful experiment in 
that country and in our way, has all the physical 
laws of human existence and the indications of 
Divine Providence against it. Though I do not 
suppose what I should suggest to our southern 
brethren will receive much consideration, | hum- 
bly submit to them whether it is advisable to cul- 
tivate these new attachments for new countries, 
and every nowand then be disturbing our domestic 
peace and threatening to get a bill of divorce and 
to displace those relations which will enable us, 
as a Christian people, to get along as we are, 
quietly. ‘ 

Mr. President, as to the mode of obtaining these 
countries—I mean Central America, and, if you 
please, Mexico—do you not perceive that one of 
the objects which the southern people entertain 
is this very thing: how is it to be done? The 
President evidently indorses their view. He sends 
in his message here recommending to us that he 
be clothed with power to establish military posts 
fn Chihuahua and Sonora. I hardly think that 


has been responded to by any committee in this | 


body, as yet; how far it has been in the other 
House, | know not. That is one of the means. 
What is the rest? The next thing is his annual 


| message, and then another message following it, 


urging and indorsing it, that the Senate shall take 
care about the order of their business, and so to 
do it that they shall take up the recommendation 
he made in the beginning. What is that? The 


'truth is, as he says, that our poor littl weak 


neighbors down south of us are constantly ma- 


rauding upon our people, invading their rights 
j > ] ’ > ’ 


violating their personal liberties, depriving them 
of their property, they are a sort of gang of out- 
It seems we have no good neigh- 
bors, especially if they are weak ones. Now, 
The President 


' asks of us to invest him with power—and a bill 


is now before us for that purpose—to use the force 
of the Army and Navy of the United States in 
yrocuring redress for such a violation. The bill 
beters us does not provide anything in relation to 
making defense; it is not to defend our people 
that that bill is introduced. It commences: 


‘ Whereas, the President of the United States, in dis- 
charge of the duty imposed on him by the Constitution, 
‘from time to time to give to the Congress information of 
the state of the Union, and recommend to their consider- 
ation such neasures as he shall judge necessary and expe- 
dient,’ has informed Congress that, by reason of the dis- 
tracted and revolutionary condition of Mexico, of certain 
of the States of Central America, and occasionally of those 
in South America, as well the property as the lives and 


| liberties of American citizens, peaceably and rightfully 


within their respective limits, are subjected to lawless vio 


' lence, or otherwise placed in peril, by those claim‘ng to be 


in authority,” &c. 


By way of a long recital and preamble. Then 
we come to the act: 


‘* That whenever it shall be made to appear to the Pres- 
ident that any citizen or citizens of the United States have 
been outjoctad, within ahe limits of any of the States aiore 
said, and without commensurate offense on their part, to 
any act of force, on the part of those claiming to be in au 
thority therein, affecting the life or liberty of such citizen 
or citizens, and the case, in the opinion of the President, 

| demands on his part the interposition hereinatter provided, 
it shall be lawful for the President to use thedand and naval 
forces of the United States, or such part of thein as he may 
deem requisite, in such way as, in his judgment, may be 
most effectual by force within the eountry so offending, ta 
give full and adequate relief and protection to any citizen 
or citizens of the United States sq injured or imperilled, 

| and at his discretion tolbtain redress for any wrongs so 


gress (if in session forthwith, or if in recess at its first meet- 
ing thereafter) whatever may be done by him at any time 
in execution of this act: .4nd provided further, That, as 
soon as the objegt shall be obtained, in any case where the 
provisions of this act shall be carried into execution, the 
land and naval forces so used shall be withdrawn.” 

Now, how could such an act furnish protection 
to anybody? It is only when the man has been 
violated in his person or liberty, and makes a 
complaint to the President, or the President is in- 
formed of it in some way, and he believes that 
that case calls for force for the purpose of getting 
redress, not for defense—he cannot defend him 
from it; it is after the violence has taken place 
that the President has then, if in his judgment it 
requires it, the use of force, and he is hereby au- 
thorized to use force to procure redress. [ would 
ask whether that does not clothe the President, in 
any case of supposed violence complained of in 
Mexico, south of us down to Venezuela, to use 
the Navy and Army of the United States, by 
force, to procure redress? Who is to decide when 
he gets redress? Most unquestionably he must 
decide it for himself. If he does not secure re- 
dress, he may retain possession of the country 
until he does procure redress. That ig the bill. 
Now, to my mind, that bill is made and shaped 
—it took its conception in the mind of the Pres- 
ident—as an instrumentality to be given to him, 
by which to take possession of these weak coun- 
tries for the purpose of acquisition, It certainly 
clothes him with all the power necessary for that. 
I consider it part and parcel of this same plan, 
which is entertained for this same purpose, in 
support of these same southern views. 

Mr. President, the Constitution provides that 
Congress shall declare war. What is war? I 
say, forcible occupation of any part of any coun- 
try by armies is war. You need not qualify it by 
saying itis an act of war, that it is hostility, or 
something of that kind—it is war. Sir, when the 
Emperor of Russia took possession of the princi- 
palities of Moldavia and Wallachia with a mili- 
tary force, merely on the ground claimed to give 
protection to the Greek Church, all Europe de- 
clared that war existed. They made no more 
declarations. It was prosecuted as a war, and 
terminated as a war, after all its scenes of blood. 
When Mexico sentan army across the Rio Grande 
they were driven out, after the battles of Palo 
Alto and Resaca de la Palma; but the act they did 
was to come over with an army, to cross the Rio 
Grande into a country which they claimed; and 
what was done? Our Congress declared that war 
existed by the act of Mexico. So we ourselves 
have indorsed it, that the occupancy of any part 
of any country by a military force is war. Now, 

| sir, | have merely this to say: when the Consti- 
tution says that Congress shall declare war, I 
take it, it necessarily implies this: that no war 
shall exist in this country by the act of the func- 
tionaries of this Government unless Congress has 
passed upon the constitutional causes of that war. 
hen power is given to them to declare war, 
there is given to them, and to them only, the 
power to judge whether there is occasion for a 
war; and it necessarily follows that if any war ex- 
ists in this country, not declared upon us from 
abroad, but by the act of this country, if war ex- 
ists by any other instrumentality than the declar- 
ation of Congress, it exists unconstitutionally. 

The people of this country had been, long be- 
fore the adoption of their form of Constitution, 
the colonists and descendants of the people of 
England. They had lived under a Government 
where the discretion of the king could involve 
the nation in war when he pleased; they had 
had enough of that; and accordingly, in the Con- 
stitution, they carefully reserved the power to 
make war to be alone in Congress. hen it is 
said that really our people would be better pro- 
tected abroad if it was known that the Presi- 
dent could at once use force and make War when 
he pleased, that those Governments would be 
more careful in the treatment of our citizens, what 
does that mean? Why it means this: a monarch- 
ical form of Government with the power of war 
in the hands of the Executive, is a besirable Gov- 
ernment, better than ours. It is a power needed, 
and it should be had, in the Executive. Sir, 
the Constitution is not so; the people thought 
otherwise when they made it. But it is said the 
| President can involve this nation in war when- 

‘| ever he pleases, in the exercise of his diplomatic 
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power; he has nothing to do but to send an in- || the northern people? Do they mean to say to ing in various relations to this topic, but I a 
our people, ‘* we want you to mak€ slavery per- 


solent correspondence to a foreign nation and in- 
volve the nation in war. Because the President 
may, by abusing the power thathe has, makeg 
war, is a miserable argument that We should give 
him the right to make war when he pleases with- 
out abusing anything. If he dbuses his diplo- 
matic power for such a purpose, he may be im- 
peached. If you tell him he may use his discre- 
tion about going to war when one of our men is 
imprisoned in Mexico, he can go to war and can- 
not be impeached. Itis no reason, because he has 
the power by abusing his diplomatic functions to 
involve this nation in war and subject himself to 


_ THE CONGRESSI 





petual through all the West India Islands and the 
tropics, and help the masters from being in any 
way frustrated in this design by any foreign coun- 
try ?’’ The eloquence of the Senator from Louisi- 
ana for such a purpose is almost equal to, and al- 
most as reasonable as, the eloquence of Peter the 
Hermit, when he preached the crusades of the 
middle ages. Sir, we will respond to nothing of 
that kind. We do not believe these men entitled 
toourhelp. They have manifested no such char- 
acter as lays foundation for any claim upon our 
humanity; nor does the great purpose for which 
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“~~ , am Ben. 
sible that 1 have occupied very much time, and 


|| infinitely more of the attention of the Senate than 
| Lexpected. I will say, however, that in my own 
opinion it is advisable for us to attend to the im. 
provement of our internal condition. We ought 
properly to estimate the blessings we possess 
We ought to enable ourselves to realize its value. 
| It contains great and unoccupied regions. Take 
|| a single State for instance, like Illinois; say it has 
a million and a half of inhabitants in it now, |, 
| is agreed on all hands that there is not more than 
|| one eighth part of its surface that has the mark of 
'| cultivation upon it. That country, then, is capable 


| 
| 
} 
| 


an impeachment, that, therefore, you shall give || he asks our aid, address ‘itself any better to our || of sustaining a population of twelve million people 


him the power to make war so that he shall doit | 
without impeachment. 

This bill does give him that power. It says 
that, when in his opinion it shall be necessary to 
use force, he may do it. Lleretofore, when diplo- 
macy had done all its duty, had exhausted all its 
arts, the Executive presented the case to Con- 
gress, saying, ‘1 have exhausted all my powers, 
and I have exhausted my patience; do with it 
what you please.’’ That is the theory of our 
Government. When General Jackson had pros- 
ecuted his claims against France, and had brought 
them to a termination by their standing out and 
neglecting and refusing apne as they agreed, his 
patience became exhausted: what did hedo? Ask 
for power to take that and all other cases into his 
hands, and that he judge whether to use force or 
not? Not atall. He presented it to Congress, 
and all the evidence with it. Now Congress, on 
such an occasion, may take a variety of different 
courses. The case may be one in which Con- 
grees may think it proper to authorize reprisals. 

t may be one in which they think that another 
form of diplomacy should be used about it, more 
correspondence be opened, a new minister be sent, 
or more patience exercised. That is all matter 
for Congress, left to them by the Constitution 
with great prudence and care,and which ought to 


assistance. 

lt is assumed here, as I think, that Cuba will 
consent to all this; that they desire to be annexed 
to us. Where do we find evidence of that? Gen- 
tleme hn seem to suppose, because we like our insti- 
tutions, because we like our forms of popular 
government, that, therefore, they would desire it? 


| Now, there is no quarreling about tastes—de gus- 


tibus non est disputandum. 
the Cubans really desire it? 
than half of their slaves now are those bozal ne- 
groes brought from Africa contrary to law, since 
1817. Do you really believe they want a Gov- 
ernment put over them that would say, you shall 
not hold these people that you obtained contrary 
tolaw? Notthey. They desire no such thing. 

There is another topic on which I desire to 
make some remarks in this connection. 


commerce of the Mississippi. I do not believe it. 


There is nothing in it at all; but I havea word to | 


say on that topic, inasmuch as they view it in 
that light. One of those sentiments entertained, 
against which the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina labored with his people, was this desire 
of separation, secession, division of the Union. 


| Among our great securities against such a result, 
was this very river Mississippi. 


We have be- 


be exercised in the same spirit. But this bill pro- || lieved that while the Alleghany Mountains stood 


poses to leave it either to the judgment, taste, or | 
caprice of the Executive, to judge, in any one par- | 


ticular case, and every particular case, whether, || 


in his opinion, force should be used; and if so, to 
use it. Congress is never to pass upon the case | 
atall. It is never to be presented tothem. They 
have never to exercise their judgment, opinion, | 
or discretion, about it. Sir, thisisa most extraor- || 
dinary stretch of the claim of power in the hands | 
of the Executive. In my estimation, it never could || 
have been called for but for the purpose of being || 
used in the spirit in which it is asked; and that || 
is, in the spirit of domination and power; the ex- || 
ercise of the spirit of acquisition and lust of con- || 
quest and dominion, for the gratification of those 1) 
begple of the South who desire it. 
he honorable Senator from Louisiana very | 
eloquently described to us the condition of the | 
West India Islands, and the havoc which he said | 
had been produced by the attempt at emancipa- | 
tion, and the introduction of coolies, and other || 
abortive efforts of that kind; and he says the || 
danger is that the whole of that fertile region of || 
the tropics will be entirely desolated, unless we 
take it and introduce our system of slavery. To 
aid us further in that, he proceeds to describe to 
us the tyranny inflicted on that people. First, 
having informed us that the slave-owners in Cuba, 
for nearly twoshundred years, have been using 
up African slaves, and coining them into sugar, 
molasses, coffee, tobacco, and cigars, at the rate 
of some sweeping amount, so that twenty or 
thirty years suffice to carry off the whole mass of 
them—such is the cruelty and severity with which 
slavery is conducted in that country—he then 
tells us how much these very slave-owners are 
domineered and tyrannized over by the power of 
Spain. He then, I take it, addresses this nation 
now to come to the rescue. This is addressed to || 
the whole United States—the people of the free 
States—to come to the rescue. What is it? He 
seems to assume that it is our mission upon this 
earth to undertake a great crusade to right the 
wrongs of Cuba, and especially to relieve those 
cruel and domineering men who coin the blood of || 
Africans into sugar to relieve themselves from 
the aporeqmons of Spain. Are they not a strange 
people to appeal to us for such help? Is it pos- || 
sible that gentlemen can use an argument of that || 
kind with any idea that it will reach the hearts of || 


where they do, and while the Mississippi flows 
where it does, a division of this Union is imprac- 
ticable—absolutely impracticable. The whole of 
the head waters of the Mississippi and its branches 
are inhabited by the people of the free States. 
There never was, and never will be, a successful 
commercial people upon the face of this earth, 
that have the outlet and the inlet to their commerce 
in the hands of a foreign nation. It never can be 
endured. Our first settlement upon the Ohio, when 
the mouth of the Mississippi river was in the 
hands of Spain, was broken up; at least, it did 
not progress any; but the moment Spain refused 


to renew her treaty, they threatened to go down | 
there and take possession of that country, even | 


in that infancy of the Government. Now, sir, 
the natural outlet of all that region drained by the 


Mississippi and its upper tributaries, the whole | 


region beyond the Ohio, Kentucky, western Vir- 


ana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, lowa, and 
Minnesota, is by the way of the Mississippi. 


This is the great channel of commerce, and al- | 
|| ways must be. 
States of this Union form a Confederacy, and || are to be tangible for good or evil. 


I can merely say, if the slave 


choose to make a separate nation by themselves, 


they cannot retain the mouth of the Mississippt | 
unless they take those western States in with | 


them; and then they will be in the same condi- || of coming events. Nay, sir, whether it shall pass 


tion of division and conflict that they are now. 
Those States will of course take possession of it; 
and that divides your supposed and projected 
kingdom utterly in two. 

It may be that some of those southern gentle- 


_men have the idea that if they get us to buy Cuba, 


when they separate they will have the key to the 
mouth of the Mississippi; and inasmuch as many 


of them say they are going out any way, without 


any conditions to it, without a peradventure, it is 


_ certainly a very modest request for us to advance 


money to obtain that country, to enagle them to 
be strong and sustain themselves as a nation, to 
the entire destruction of the western commerce, 
whenever they shall separate and set up for them- 
selves, They can hardly expect that we should 
really respond to that, and aid them in getting it 
for that purpose, to encourage them to make a 
division; yet that seems to be the project which 
is now presented to us. - 
Mr. President, l have somegther subjects stand- 





Do you believe that || 
Why, sir, more | 


Gentle- | 
men say that the Island of Cuba commands the | 


|| as well as what it does what they have there, and 
|| each million to occupy as much ground as those 
| now theredo,and neverdisturb them atall; and yet 
|| we are wanting land. Mr. President, when that 
|, shall fill up with the enterprise and intelligence of 
this people, they will be a people inall the relations 
of life better fitted, better housed, better clothed, 
and better instructed, than they now are. So, too, 
will be the whole condition of our country, as 
well of other States as that. Let us build the 
pyramid of our greatness, not on shifting sands, 
not upon a constantly changing basis, by enlarg- 
ing its borders and going for expansion; but let 
it rise In unity, symmetry, and beauty, making 
a nation governed by principles, not of fillibuster- 
ing, not of coveting other possessions, but goy- 
erned by principles which shall command our 
respect, our patriotism, and love, at home, and 
the respect of nations abroad. 
|| Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, I prefer 
| going on now, late as the hour is, because I per- 
|| ceive that unless the friends of this bill stand by 
| it, we shall not geta final vote upon it. In rising, 
|| particularly after the address to which we have 
just listened, to support a bill which appropriates 
|| money for the purchase of the Island of Cuba, 
|| my mind is embarrassed and impressed not only 
| by the multitude and variety of the topics which 
| cluster around it, and which, as we have seen 
| here at this moment, have, more or less, entered 
|| into the discussion, but by the importance and 
|| gravity of the considerations which it involves. 
|The honorable Senator who has just taken his 
| seat has referred to this as somewhat of a sec- 
| tional issue, as if the South were supporting this 
| measure to get a few more slave States into the 
| Union, to restore some fancied equilibrium. 
/ Mr. President, I come to the discussion not as 
| a sectional man; and whether there was a slave 
in the Island of Cuba or not, the course which I 
|| took would be the one I take now. Whenever 
|| the issue is presented where the rights of the sec- 
|| tion which I, in part, represent, shall depend upon 
an equilibrium of slave States with free States in 
|, this Confederacy, I shall take the responsibility 
|| of using what littie influence I possess to advise 
|, my people to quitit. No, sir; our rights in this 
| Union depend, I trust, on our enlightened intel- 





|| ginia on each side, or, if you please, Ohio, Indi- | ligence; upon our loyal hearts and strong arms, 


and our ability to-maintain them, as those will 
|| find who ever choose to invade them. 

|| Now, Mr. President, this is no idle discussion. 
|| Whether we shall have a vote or not, the results 
If this bill 
| shall pass both Houses of Congress, nay, if it 
shall pass but the Senate, I trust it will appear to 
Spain at least as a shadow which certainly tells 


| this body or not, the effect will be, inevitably, that 
| by concentrating and enlightening public opinion, 
| it will show Spain that there is a destiny which 
| shapes the ends of this country, to which she, no 
|| less than ourselves, mustsubmit. Therefore, sir, 
I want the discussion; I believe the effect on the 
‘| main question will be gained whether the bill 
|| shall pass or not. 

Here, upon the very threshold—for I intend to 
| discuss the question frankly, having given some 
‘little attention to the subject, it being one in which 
I feel very deep interest—I am bound to say that, 
in my own judgment, Cuba is not for sale for 

oney; that in my judgment she has not been for 
sale for money for a quarter of a century; and 
that, for twenty-five years past, annually, the dis- 
inclination of Spain to part with her has been 1n- 
creasing; and that we are further from it to-day, 
for a moneyed consideration, than we have been 
| for a quarter of a century. Spain has seen her 
| American: offspring wandering off, each in its 


| 
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separate orbit; she gave a most unwilling assent || 


to their independence on the urgency of mutual 
friends, and she still retains an angry recollection 
of their dereliction. She has watched’Cuba in 
ner infancy; she has watched her‘adhering to the 
arent country until she has earned for herself, 
with what justice I will not here undertake to as- 
certain, the title of ** the ever faithful;’’ and now, 
when she has increased in strength and beauty, 
and when the mother is winning golden earnings 
from the abasement of the daughter; now, sir,when 
the ties of self-interest have clustered around her, 
increased also by the ties of affection, it is not 
surprising that Spain should be unwilling to part 
with her. But, before I sit down, I trust to be 
able to satisfy the Senate that Spain may be in- 
duced even now, in this very year, for a proper 
consideration, a proper relation to ourselves, not 
as an enemy, not as a velligerent, butas a friend 
having mutual ties and mutual interests, perhaps 
to part with Cuba upon fair terms. 

The vigorous views so unequivocally presented 
by the President in his annual message, constitut- 
ing as they do not only a marked feature of this 
Administration, but of the age in which we live, 
calculated, as I sincerely believe they are, to ex- 
pedite the regeneration of Cuba, either as an inde- 
pendent Power, sustained and supported by our 
arms, or under the stars and stripes of our own 
country, have touched a chord of the popular 
heart thatis certainly awakening afervid response 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
Scarcely a paper can we take up now which does 
not convince us that this is no longer a sectional 
issue; and I honestly believe that if the country 
were polled to-day, there would be found more 
men north of Mason and Dixon’s line in favor of 
theacquisition of Cuba, than there are south of it. 
It should not, therefore, be treated as a sectional 
measure; and all of the South who support it 
should not be charged with anticipating the addi- 
tion of a few more slave States to the Union. The 
President is entitled to my thanks, at least, for 
bringing this long cherished Cuban policy, which 
l now see is denominated political necessity, to 
the attention of Congress; and, so far as I can act, 
he shall have my co6peration in attaining a work 
which [doubt not is identified with the future 
welfare of the country. ’ 

Why, sir, from the acquisition of Louisiana 
to the present hour, the acquisition of Cuba has 
been regarded asa necessary consequence of that 
measure; and every prominent statesman in the 
present century, from Jefferson to Mr. Bachanan, 
or nearly every one, has, directly or indjrectly, 
advocated this measure as one of great national 
policy. Banks, tariffs, internal improvements, 
domestic slavery, questions of peace and war and 
conquest, have disturbed political parties through- 
out the country, each in their turn; but the acqui- 
sition of Cuba has been an admitted and cherished 
feature in the platform of every political party of 
this country yet. When Mr. Ehiston, of New 
York, was discussing the Mississippi question 
before the Senate, in 1803, he made these remarks: 

“The seizure of New Orleans would vest us with a place 
of deposit; but a place of deposit without a free use oF the 
Mississippi would be entirely useless. As long as the en- 
emy holds the country below New Orleans, and possesses 
i Superior naval force, so long will we be excluded from the 
Mississippi. Suppose, however, this obstacle removed ; 
Suppose we are enabled to pass into the Gulf, without mo 
‘estahon: isit not necessary for vessels to hug the Island of 
Cuba, on their-passage to the Atlantic States? And will not 
Vas expose them to certain capture, as long as Spain retains 
(Ut Linportant possession ? To secure the great object said 
'o be aimed at by this resolution, and to establish, beyoud 
(he reach of annoyance, a free communication between the 
-ttlantic and western States, we must seize not only New 
Urleans, but the Floridas and Cuba; and we must immedi- 
“ttely Create a formidable Navy.” 

It appears distinctly that in that time not only 
the friends of the Mississippi question, but ats en- 
emies, looked to the acquisition of the Island of 
Cuba as the necessary consequence of the acqui- 
“iuon of Louisiana. I quote now from Mr. Hus- 
kisson’s remarks, in speaking of this very ques- 
tion, and calling uhe attention of the British Par- 


lament to it, and to Mr. Jefferson’s opinions on 
the subject: 


“If the United States have declared that they cannot | 


of wre Spain excepted, neither can England, as the first 
: 10se 


aritime Powers—I say it fearlessly, because | teel 
, Strongly—suffer the United States to bring under their 
“OmDLOn @ greater portion of the shores of the Gulf of Mex- 
ico than they now possess. Within the last twenty-seven 
years, they have become musters of all the shores of that 


| ritorial to Spain, leaving the idea to future growth.’ 
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Gulf, from the Point of Florida to the river Sabine, ineclud- 
ing the mouths of the Mississippi, and of other great rivers, 
the port of New Orleans, and the valuable and secure har- 
bors of Florida; and, within these few days, we hear of 
their intention of forming a naval station and arsenal at the 
islands of the Dry Tortugas, a commanding position in the 
Guif Stream, between Florida and Cuba. With ali this 
extent of coasts and islands, we know, further, that designs 
are entertained, and daily acted upon—l will not say by the 
a Government of the United States, but, notoriously, 
»y thé people—to get possession of the fertile aud extensive 
Mexican province of Texas. ‘To borrow an expression of 
a deceased statesman of that country, * the whole people of 
America have their eye’ upon that province. They look on 
all the country between the river Sabine and the river 
Bravo del Norte as a territory that must, ere long, belong 
to their Union. They have also, I believe, that same eye 
upon some of the western coast of Mexico, possessing val- 
uable ports in the Gulf of California. Should they obtain 
these districts, the independence of Mexico, [ wili venture 
to say, will be no better, or more secure, than that of the 
Creek Indians, or any other Indian tribe now living within 
the circle of the present recognized limits of the United 
States ; and the Gulf of Mexico will become as much a part 
of their waters as the Black sea was once of the waters of 
‘Turkey, or as the channel which separates England and 
Ireland may be considered as part of the waters of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom. 

‘*T may be told, sir, that these are visionary alarms, con- 
templating schemes of aggrandizement and ambition which 
never have been, and probably never will be, entertained 
in any quarter. Atthis moment, [ willingly admit that there 
exists a friendly disposition in the Government of the Uni 
ted States; and I cannot doubt that his Majesty’s Govern 
ment fully reciprocates that disposition. Upon every ac- 
count, I am glad to see these two powerful States living 
upon terms of honorable and mutual confidence, each re- 
lying upon the peaceful counsels of the other. But it is not 
to be imputed to me that I am undervaluing this good un 
derstanding, or that I am guilty of want of respect towards 
the United Stuutes, or even of discretion as an individual 
member of Parliament, if, on this occasion, 1 do not lose 
sight of those circumstances of a permanent nature which 
belong to the fixed policy of the United States, and to those 
motives of action which, however dormant at present, 
would probably be revived under contingeucies that, in the 
course of events, may hereafter arise—contingencies which 
the views and passions of the American people would not 
fail to turn to account for the attainment of a long-cherished 
and favorite object.” * . . ° . . . 


“In respect to the Gulf of Mexico and the immense in- 


terests—commercial, colonial, and maritime—which are 
closely connected with the navigation of that Gulf, these 


| nvemoirs are full of instruction—I night say of admonition 


—well deserving the most serious attention of the people of 
this country. I will not trouble the House with any long 
extracts from them; but I cannot deny myself the oppor 
tunity of pointing their attention to a few passages, which 
show how soon the United States, after they became a sep 
arate nation, fixed their eye upon the Gulf of Mexico, and 
how steadily and successfully they have watched and 
seized every opportunity to acquire dominion and ascend 
ency in that part of the world. Within seven years after 
the time when their independence had been established, 
and finally recognized in 1783, we find them settiug upa 
claim of free navigation of the Mississippi from its source 
to the Gulf of Mexico; and it is nota litle curious to see 
what was the opportunity which they took of asserting their 
right against Spain—a Power that bad materially assisted 
themin obtaining their independence. [n the year 1799, it 
will be recollected that a dispute had arisen between Eng- 
land and Spain respecting Nootka Sound. Whilst these two 
countries were arming, and everything appeared to threaten 
war between them, the United States thought that they saw, 
in the embarrassment of Spain, an opening to claim the navi 
gation as of right. Whether such a claim could or could 
not be sustained by any principle of the law of nations, is a 
question which I will not now stop to examine, The affirm 
ative was at once boldly assumed by America, and her de 
mand proceeded upon that assumption. The right once so 
affirmed, what does the House think was the corollary 
which the Government of the United States built upon their 
assertion of their supposed right? [ will give itin the words 
of Mr. Jefferson himself, not a private individual, but the 
Secretary of State, conveying the instructions of his Gov- 
ernment to Mr. Carmichael, then the American envoy at 
Madrid: * You know,’ writes Mr. Jefferson, * that the nav- 
igation cannot be practiced without a port, where the sea 
and river vessels may meet and exchange loads, and those 
employed about them may be safe and unmolested. The 
right to use a thing comprehends a right to the means ne 
cessary to its use, and without which it would be useless.’ 
1 know not what the expounders of the law of nations in 
the Old World will have to say to this new and startling 
doctrine. In this instruction, which is dated the 2d of Au 
gust, 1790, the principle is only laid down iu the abstract. 
*T will now show the House the special application of 
it to the claim in question, by quoting another letter from 
Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Short, the American envoy at Paris, 
dated only eight days afier the former, namely, the 10th of 
August. Itis as follows: ‘The idea of ceding the island 





| of New Orleans could not be hazarded to Spain in the first 


step: it would be too disagreeable at first view ; because 
this island, with its town, constitutes, at present, their prin- 
cipal settiementin that part of their domuaion, (Loutsiana,) 
containing about ten thousand wuite inhabitants, ot every 
age and sex. Reason and events, however, may, by little 
and jittle, familiarize them to it. ‘That we have a right to 


| some Spot as an entrepot for our commerce, may be at once 


affirmed. I suppose this idea (the cession of New Orleans) 


all | too much, even for the Count de Montmorin at first, and 
“tow the Island of Cuba to belong to any maritime Power || 


that, therefore, you will find it prudent to urge and get him 
to recommend to the Spanish Court, only in general terms, 
a port near the mouth of the river, with a circumjacent ter 
ritory sufficient for its support, well defined, aud extra-ter- 


oe 


He quotes this extract from a letter of Mr, 
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|| Jefferson to Mr. Monroe, of the 4th of May, 
| 1806: 


** We begin to broach the idea that we consider the whole 
Gulf Stream as our own waters, in which hostilities and 
cruising are to be frowned on for the present, and prohib- 
ited so soon as either consent or force will permit us.” 

Mr. Huskisson continues: 


“ If the United States ‘ broached this idea,’ in 1806, they 


| are not likely to have abandoned it in 1819, when, in addi- 


tion to Louisiana, they procured, by treaty with Spain, the 
further important cession of the Floridas. That itis a grow- 
ing, rather than a waning, principle of their policy, I think 
we may infer from a letter which we find in this corre- 
spondence, not written, indeed, by Mr. Jefferson in any pub- 
lic character, but addressed by him, as a person exercising, 
from his retirement, the greatest sway in the councils of the 
Union, to the President. This letter, dated so lately as the 
Qith of October, 1823, discusses the integest of the United 
States in respect to Cuba and the Gulf of Mexico, and these 
are the statements which it avows: ‘1 candidly confess 
that I ever looked on Cuba as the most interesting addition 
that could ever be made to our system of States, The con- 
trol which, with Florida Point, this island would give us 
over the Gulf of Mexico, and the countries and isthmus 
bordering upon it, as well as all those whose waters flow 
into it, would fill up the measure of our political well-being. 
Yet I am sensible that this ean never be obtained, even 
with her own consent, but by war.’ ”” 


In connection with this subject, because the 
opinions of my friend from South Carolina [Mr. 
Hammonp] have been quoted here, I looked to 
his speech and I found that his friends might be 
mislead into the idea thateven Mr. Calhoun was 
opposed to this policy. It is well known to Mr. 


Calhoun’s private friends that he was in favor of 


the acquisition of Cuba at the very earliest period 
compatible with the honor of the country. In 
this body, in 1848, in a speech upon the Yucatan 
question, he said: 

‘“There are cases of interposition where T would resort 
to the hazard of war, with all its calamities. Am T asked 
forone? I designate the case of Cuba. So longas Cuba 
remains in the bands of Spain—a friendly Power, a Power 
of which we have no dread —it should continue to be, as it 
has been, the policy of all Administrations ever since I have 
been connected with the Government, to let Cuba remain 
there; but with the fixed determination, which [ hope 
never will be relinquished, that if Cuba pass from her, it 
shall not be into any other hands but ours; this, not from 
a fecling of ambition, not from a desire for the extension of 
dominion, but because that island is indispensable to the 
safety of the United States; or rather, because it is indis- 
pensable to the safety of the United States that this island 
should not be in certain hands.’ 

The remark which is put into Mr. Calhoun’s 
mouth, that Cuba is forbidden fruit, he never 
used. As I said before, his friends knew well 
that his whole heart: was in the acquisition of 
Cuba, at the very earliest day compatible with 
the honor of the country. [ could quote hundreds 
of authorities, binding upon both sides of all po- 

| litical questions. I could show you how the lead- 
ing men of the last century, whom we are accus- 

| tomed to quote for authority, regarded this — 

‘tion. I am yetto learn one who was notin favor 
of the acquisition of Cuba at the very earliest 
moment consistent with the interests and honor 
of the country. 

Now, sir, whence comes this general unanim- 

| ity? Why is it that the varied interests of our 
country, differing widely as they do in popula- 
tion, in climate, in soil, in production, have gen- 
erally concurred in the wisdom and policy of re- 
garding this asa great national measure? Why 
is it that the pro-slavery cotton plantero Texas, 
and the abolitionist manufacturer of Massachu- 
setts, meet with a common union anda common 
platform, and are to-day, while I'am speaking, 
hattling together for this very policy? Why is 
it that the State of Connecticut, in New England, 

| has inserted a resolution, within a very few days 

| past, in favor of the acquisition of Cuba? Here 
let me say, that she was the first State to lead off 
for the annexation of ‘Texas. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Does the Senator say the 
Legislature of Connecticut has passed any such 
resolution? 

Mr. MALLORY. No, sir. 

Mr, FESSENDEN, It was passed by a Dem- 
ocrauic caucus. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
State, of course. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It wasa Democratic State 
convention; not a caucus. 

| Mr. MALLORY. 1 ask, whence comes this 
general unanimity of feeling? It is not confined 
to the South; it is equally found North, East, and 
| West. It is a growing notion; and, as this dis- 
| cussion progresses, it will become, in my judg- 
ment, an overwhelming one, andewill shape some- 
| what the future policy of the country. [tis found, 


That is authority for that 
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unquestionably, in that general view which all 
sections of the country entertain, that the indus- 
trial, the agricultural, the mechanical interests of | 
the United States are all, more or less, identified 
with the acquisition of Cuba; but it comes from 
a deeper-settled principle—that patriotism which 
burns in the heart of every American, and which 
teaches him instinctively that the first blow this 
country is ever to receive is from the direction of | 
Cuba. It must necessarily be so. I think I can 
demonstrate that, if danger ever threatens us at 
all from abroad, it must be from a point contigu- 
ous to our shores, and under the control of an- 
other Power than ours; and the most important 

oint of all on the face of the earth, in that view, 
is Cuba. 

In the report which the Committee on Foreign 
Relations have presented us with, we have im- 
portant statistics of the trade, commerce, and 
resources of the Island of Cuba. Whatever in- 
fluence this may have over the minds of gentle- 
men as to the price to be paid for Cuba, it can 
certainly have none whatever on the question of 
whether we ought to have itor not. That is a 
preliminary question. When that is decided, the 
statistics will furnish us with an item as to the 
cost; but there is one beyond, which we have yet 
to consider, and that is the contribution that Cuba 
herself may make to this purchase, which I am 
prepared to show somewhat. 

In a national point of view, 1 said that the first 
blow this country is ever to receive, in any 
contest, will be near Cuba; necessarily so. The 
Gulf of Mexico is emphatically an American sea. 
Its waters wash the shores of five of our States. 
All the rivers of Texas and Alabama, and part 
of those of Georgia and Florida, flow into it, to- 
gether with the Mississippi, and all its tributa- 
ries, exposing at least twenty-five thousand miles 
of internal navigation. Over its bosom floats a 
commerce which, to-day, is worth $300,000,000; 
and all this commerce passes between a narrow 
strait ninety-four miles wide, presenting some 
seventy-eight miles of navigation; and this space 
six steamers will bridge across, and speak each 
other every fifteen minutes by signals; and with 
a naval power it would be done, and the Gulf of 
Mexico would be sealed up as securely as if na- 
ture had reared a wall from the bottom of the 
ocean to the top, until naval supremacy could re- 
move the obstacle. There, at the mouth, you may 
say, a hostile power could lay in wait, and sink 
or capture everything that pretended to enter it. 
In form it may be regarded, to use a familiar il- 
lustration, as a demijohn on its side; and through 
its mouth, between Cuba on the south and Flor- | 
ida on the north, floats this vast commerce, upon 
which the hills of Cuba, like sentry boxes, look 
down. Where would the first naval action, in 
which this country would be engaged, take place ? 
Necessarily there. It was predicted by two of 
our leading naval captains, after the last war, on 
just looking at that strait, that it must necessarily 
be so; because no sea upon the habitable globe 
offers the temptation to a maritime enemy against 
our commerce, that the Gulf of Mexico does; and 
when we shall enter into a maritime war, it will 
be in an unprepared state, It will be as we are 
now, when, if we were to put all the guns afloat 
that we have, we should muster only eleven hun- 
dred, 

There is another outlet to the Gulf of Mexico 
that ought not to be lost sight of, and that is be- 
tween the west end of Cubaand Yucatan, between 
Cape Catoche and Cape San Antonio. That out- 
Jet is one hundred and four miles wide; but from 
the adverse winds and currents which prevail 
there for eight twelfths of the year, and that por- 
tion of the year when the great cotton crop and 
the great products of the West are upon the sea, 
no sailing ship ever attempts it. They go through 
the other way. From Soeniies they come up 
through the Yucatan pass, through the Gulf of 
Florida. If they were to take the other outlet, 
from the prevailing winds and currents there and 
the circuitous passage through the Caribbean sea, 
it would prolong the voyage to New York to 
twenty days, when in fact it ought only to take 
nine days; and under no circumstances will com- 
merce seek that path. 

Then, between Cuba and Florida passes the 
commerce that comes from the Belize, the mouth 
of the Mississippi, and from the Gulf terminus of 
the Tehuantepec railroad; and if an enemy wishes 
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| winds and currents, what becomes of it? It takes 


of the earth that she no longer occupies, for she 
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to annoy us to-day, they would not go to the Ba- transported the troops of the allies to the Crimea 
lize, they would not go to the terminus of the || and would have been just as ready to transport the 
railroad, they would go here to this pass, upon | troops of Russia? Let that be the course of Spain; 
the open sea, with a friendly or neutral port under | let us go*to war to-morrow with any maritime 
their lee, because they would be well assured | Power, and what will Cuba be to us then? The 
nothing could pass them. | necessity for taking Cuba would be overwhelm. 
Is not this plain? Can it be disputed? If it be | ing, it would be to us then what Florida was jn 
so, then, in a geographical point of view algne, || 1812, when the necessity for occupying Florida 
if no other, no prudent man in the United States || forced itself upon every thinking man in the Upi- 
can disregard the acquisition of the Island of Cuba. | ted States. 
If a planter lose a bale of cotton on the Missis- |, Can that be denied? And are We to wait unti] 
sippi, and leave it to the ordinary direction of the | a great necessity shall spring up in the policy of 
a foreign country for Spain to hold it?) Should 
its way through the Balize, goes in a southeast- | we not now, by every honorable means, endeavor 
erly direction, doubles the Tortugas, goes through | to acquire it, and to guard against a contingency 
the Florida pass, and out into the Atlantic. There | of this kind? If | am correct in this brief sum. 
is scarcely a day, from that lone and distant Tor- || ming up the matchless geographical position of 
tugas, where we are now erecting a fortification, | Cuba upon this vast and growing trade of ours—a 
that you may not see, in the business season, trade which I have not touched upon at all, a 
from one handred to one hundred and fifty square- | trade whose wealth is to be swelled by the enorm- 
rigged vessels entering and clearing from the Gulf, | ous imports from China over the isthmus—jf | 
because they necessarily hug the Florida shore, | am right in this brief summary, does not that 
not the Cuban shore, as Mr. Clinton supposed; | alone answer all the arguments which have been 
because on the Cuban shore there is a westerly | urged against the acquisition? 
current, and it is an iron bound shore, too. || When I said that we were further off from ob- 
Now, sir, the possession of a position like this |, taining the island now than we were twenty-five 
on our very frontiers, at our very doors, cannot | years ago, I should say, in that connection, that 
be overlooked by any person. I know we have | the island has become much more valuable to 
held the language to Spain which is set forth in || Spain. If she were to lose it, she would fall from 
the report of the committee, and it has been | her bigh position at once. It is a matter of im- 
quoted here, that so long as she chose to hold the | mense revenue to her, and her indisposition to 
island, we would not disturb her in its posses- | part with it is much greater; while the facts that] 
sion. Mr. Jefferson held that language; but he | have been detailing, of its bearing upon the Gulfof 
also intimated precisely the course I do here, that | Mexico, its command over the Mississippi, and 
the very moment we, as a powerful people, can || over the isthmus routes, and the stab which it 
take Cuba by purchase, or by any other means || would give tothe vital interests of this country in 
consistent with the honor of the country, we are || the event of hostilities, induce England and France 
bound to have it as a measure of self-defense. |, to encourage Spain in that opposition. What 
Gentlemen talk here about the West Indies, and || interest have they in Cuba? None whatever. 
about Jamaica, and about the Bahamas. I would || England professes a desire to abolish the slave 
not receive them as a gift; but when they can || trade. She made a treaty with Spain in 1817, to 
show me that they are identified in any measure || go into effect in 1820; she made another, anda 
with the defense and prosperity of our country, || much more perfect and binding one, in 1835; but 
I will consider the question. Great Britain, no || no session of Parliament passes without some 
doubt, would give us the Bahamas to-day, and | reflections on Spanish faith and Spanish credit, 
would be thankful to us for taking them; but there | for failing to observe their treaties; and yet, in the 
is not even a sloop-of-war harbor in the whole | very face of this, and with a knemtlae of the 
Bahamas. From the distant Orinoco river tothe fact that the acquisition of Cuba by the United 
Caribbean sea, to the Bay Islands, to the distant | States would at once abolish the African slave 
Bermudas, there is nota pointon whicha gun can | trade forever, we find England entering into a 
be planted or a standard raised, that Britain has | treaty formally to defend Cuba in the possession 
not taken possession of, while, at the same time, || of Spain; and whenever her public men speak of 
she has sought to undermine us in every part of || it, down to the latest moment, they speak of 
the earth, even from getting a coal depot. sritain resuming her reserved rights—as if she 
‘The day of our voluntary acquiescence in the | ever had any on this continent on the question of 
tenure of Cuba by Spain, I think, has passed, or, | Cuba—to act as she pleased on this subject. 
if it has not, I think it ought to have passed. Have Now, sir, | would counsel speedy action in this 
gentlemen reflected, when they talk about being matter, because I believe I am able to show that 
satisfied with Cuba remaining in the hands of there is a deliberate intention upon the part of the 
Spain, that this language was used by our fathers | Government of Spain, following the lead and de- 
m our infancy, and in the day of Spain’s strength || mands of the Government of Great Britain, to 
whew she occupied a position before the nations || turn Cuba into a second San Domingo, or, in 
y other words, to liberate every African that has 
is now in the decline of life? Gentlemen may say |, been imported into Cuba since 1820. I believe I 
that should make no difference. Why, sir, it || can show that that has been demanded, and that 
makes this difference: in the event of war between | that has been responded to, and that that is the 
ourselves and any maritime Power to-morrow, || settled policy of those countries; and that that 
what would be the condition of Cuba? Spain | will be the issue unless Cuba comes to the Uni- 
would still have it. Take the contingency of war | ted States. Now, I ask gentlemen upon the other 
between ourselves and any maritime Power, and || side, facing this question, if that is to be the alter- 
what would be the condition of Cuba then?’ All | native; if we are to acquire Cuba and govern her 
that Spain would have to do would be to declare | as a southern State, or if we are to assist to gain 
the ports of Cuba perfectly neutral—open to both | her own independence that she may establish a 
belligerents alike. She undoubtedly has the right | government upon the plan of ours; or if she is to 
to treat both belligerents alike; and neither has the | be abolitionized—that is, all her slaves since 1520 
right tocomplain. In that case, the fifty-two ports , turned free—which horn of the dilemma will they 
of Cuba, many of them the finest upon the face || take? I do them the justice to believe they would 
of the globe, would be at the very points where || say: ‘* Let us assist to establish independence in 
the enemy would place them, if he was placing | Cuba; let us lend our strong arm to them.’’ We 
them. Ifa maritime enemy of ours wanted a port | hé@ve been sending our ships there, with the stars 
of refuge, of repair, or of shelter, where would he and stripes, in their harbors; we have spread our 
go for it, if nature had not een, it? He would declaration, our living principles of civil and re- 
select this very spot on which nature has placed | ligiousfreedom Sechawiian throughout the world; 
the Island of Cuba. Then, if Spain, in the event | we have educated her men; we have married her 
of war between ourselves and any other Power, + women; we have taught them to love liberty; and 
should remain perfectly neutral, it would be ex- now when they are seeking if, ‘let us use the 
ceedingly better for the enemy, because he would — strong armand uphold them in their own defense; 
not have to maintain the governmentof the Island | do not let us abandon them to a fate which is too 
of Cuba, while all the resources of the island would _ horrible to describe. I believe I but do them jus- 
be his for purchase. tice in saying they would all advocate the speedy 
Have gentlemen reflected, that during the late acquisition of Cuba, even, as Mr. Calhoun said, 
war between the allies and Russia we were per- if they had to resort to war for it. 
fectly neutral between both parties, and made Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator allow 
powder and guns for both partes, and our ships | me to ask him one question? 
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Mr. MALLORY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I dislike to interrupt gen- 


| which the love of dominion is carried to a species of fanati- | 


| cism,and degraded into meanness. 





As nothing is too large || 


tlemen to put questions; and I only do it now by || fF its ambition, so nothing is too small for its cupidity. Its || 


the Senator’s permission. 1 wish to ask him | 
whether, if slavery were abolished in Cuba, he 
would then be willing to take it on any terms? 

Mr. MALLORY. lanswer that question very 
freely. I would not. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then what becomes of 
the Senator’s argument as to its being a point of | 
defense ? 

Mr. MALLORY. I would not take it then, 
because, if slavery were abolished in the Island || 
of Cuba, there would be a general massacre there; || 
for ten or fifteen years there would be war going || 
on. Iam speaking of our acquiring it peaceably. || 
We should have to take it by war then. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Would it weaken its || 
military position? || 

Mr. MALLORY. Its military position would || 
not be affected by it one iota. I do not see that | 
that question touches it; But I say that, in the face 
of that alternative of turning the slaves free, we | 
had better meet the difficulty now, while Spain 
holds a control over the island, and when, in 
turning it over to us, she could also turn over her | 
authority. 

Mr. President, Spain has a written constitution, 
and under its provisions life, liberty, and prop- | 
erty find general security. In her national as- | 
sembly, or Cortes, the people, no less than the | 
State and the Church, are represented; but from 
the provisions of this constitution, readopted in 
1837, by @ special article, and from the Cortes || 
also, unhappy Cuba is entirely excluded. She 
sent her deputies there in 1837; but they were 
ignominiously excluded. They published an in- | 
dignant remonstrance to the Spanish nation; but || 
it had no effect, and Cuba was turned over to the 
tender mercies of royal ordinances and royal 
edicts; governed by a viceroy, under the title of | 
Captain General, who is clothed with all the pow- 
ers usually devolved on the commander of a be- 
sieged city; who exercises power over life, lib- | 
erty, and property; who, trained in the camp, 
and atthe head of an army, recognizing no di- | 
vided authority, enforees a despotic will at the | 
point of the bayonet; who, not unfrequently found | 
a traitor or a troublesome character in his own 
country, is sent to Cuba to govern her people, to | 
burnish up his own reputation, and recruit his | 
fortunes. | 

I say the Government of Cuba stands out to- 
day as the most appalling instance of mis-govern- | 
ment on the face of the earth—a despotism to | 
which the misrule of Japan is absolute freedom; 
and I will say to my friend from Vermont, who 
deprecated any allusion to the Government of 
Cuba, that I am surprised at him. I am sur- | 
prised that, in this nineteenth century, here in 
the American Senate, we should not be permitted | 
to speak of a despotism within almost hearing | 











appetite is insatiable, and its digestion omniverous. 

are no limits to its rapacity. 
| and executive power are almost entirely in the hands of the || 
|| Governor. 
| almost equal in extent to that granted to governors of be- 
|| sieged towns. 
no civil rights ; neither those of personal liberty, personal | 
secuifty, nor personal property ; immunities declared by | 


that of any taxation imposed by any Government in any 
country of its size upon earth, viz: upwards of twenty mil- | 


There \| 
Both the legislative, judicial, || 


Indeed, the power with which he is invested is || 


Even the higher classes may be said to have | 


Blackstone as the inalienable birthright of every man. | 

“The taxation is said to exceed in variety amd extent | 
! 
| 


lion dollars collected by the order and for the uses of the || 
Spanish Government alone, independently of those appro- || 
priated to the wants of the country itself, or for social pur- || 
poses. } 

"The creole population are excluded from almost all in- | 


and most of the officials are from Spain ; and, being with- 
out salaries, like so many vultures they prey upon the un- 
protected within their jurisdiction. There are no means, 
dishonest, tyrannical, or cruel, which the Spanish author- 
ities have left untried in their apparent endeavors to ruin 
the colony. Bribery and corruption seem to be recognized 
as necessary methods of this Government.” . 
i} 
The natural fruits of such a Government as 
this, are visible to every eye in Cuba; they are 
making themselves manifest everyWhere, and 
every department of -her Government exhibits, 


| habitually, in all its intercourse with our citizens, 


a degree of corruption that can hardly be imagined 
—a corruption that extends from the highest offi- 
cer to the lowest, from the Captain General, who 
receives his bribe in ounces for violating the faith 
of his country, for violating her treaty obliga- 
tions, for admitting slaves knowingly, down to 
the humble tide-waiter, who receives his bribes 


| in dollars for making a false custom-house return. 


All is corruption, all is bribery in their officials, | 
and integrity is the exception to the rule. Are | 
the people of Cuba responsible forthis? Sir, they | 
rise above it, and in spite of it; and, as something 
has been said here to their discredit, let one speak 
somewhat in their favor, who knows something 
of them. I profess to know something of Cubans 


those gentlemen who have dealt here in wholesale | 
abuse, and in some innuendos against their indis- | 
position to liberty, against theirincapacity for self- | 
government, against their ignorance and super- | 
stition, that in a population of about six hundred | 


thousand whites they sustain one daily journal, at || 


least, having nine thousand daily circulation, | 
while in the mother country there 1s not a single | 
paper that has two thousand, and that daily jour- 
nal, about the size of our Journal of Commerce, 





and maintenance of an army of trained soldiers, 
usually twenty-five thousand men, never less than 
seventeen thousand, and numbering with the mi- 
litia and partidos, twenty-five thousand at all 
times, besides the Government spies, in their 
private houses—the very existence of this force 
shows how the liberties of the people of Cuba are 
guarded. But for the maintenance of a standing 
army, a great deal larger than this country ever 
had, orl hope ever will maintain, for years, Cuba 


| would have been free by the exertions of herown 


sons, long ago. On every occasion when man- 
‘hood and courage could be shown, the people of 
Cuba have not been backward. In that little mel- 
ancholy affair of her chosen liberator, Lopez,” 
there was one company of forty-three men, com- 


| ffhential and lucrative offices and positions. The judges || manded by a young Cuban of Cardenas, some of 


whom went from our shores under my own eyes, 
some of them were my own friends; they ap- 
pealed to me whether to go or not; I told them 
it was going to absolute, certain destruction; but 
they left their wives, their children, their prop- 
erty, nay, they would not take a suit of clothes 


| with them, because they would have to go back 


to their houses to pack them up. They elected 
cheerfully to die, and, they said to me, they would 
be ashamed to look their countrymen in the face, 
| if they could remain away when there was an ex- 
pedition on foot to free the Island of Cuba; and I 
| believe, to-day, they but expressed the honest 
conviction of every Cuban heart in the island. I 
believe there is not a creole in the island, who 
would not raise his hand for freedom; and if the 
| island is to be bought, they are ready to raise 
| money. Gentlemen here have not entered intoa 
calculation of the fund that may be raised on the 
Island of Cuba, either by the sale of her public 
property, the acquisition of her public lands, or 
the voluntary subscription of her own people. 
But, sir, they are habitually crushed by the 


| despotic will of a Captain General at the point 
|| of the bayonet—a man who, as I said, has been, 
'| perhaps, sent from Spain to get rid of a trouble- 
for the last twenty years, and I would remind || 


some customer. In illustration of this, I need go 
no further back than the present reigning Vice- 
roy. All men who have given any attention to 
the affairs of Spain, will recollect very well that 


|| this same General Concha rebelled and revolted 


against his Royal Sovereign in Gallicia. They 
remember very well that he turned over to the 
| Government, and was sent back to murder and 
| butcher his old companions, whom he had as- 
| sisted in rebellion. They remember that, after 


| he returned from the Island of Cuba, in 1853, as 


is twice the size of any in Spain. } Captain General, he again raised the standard of 


Let me say that, deprived of every office of 


honor, trust, and profit—not trusted in the Army, | 
not permitted to enter the Navy, not permitted to | 
enjoy any of the benefits of the church, not per- | 


mitted to leave the island, or return, without per- 
mission; or bear arms, or enter upon a trade, or 
transfer a residence, without permission: crushed 


distance of our own shores, which has. existed || by law, and looked upon by habit as an inferior 


under our own eyes, to which our citizens are | 


compelled to submit, and which we have yet |} chanical contrivances, they have shown the most | 


made no effort at all to obviate. The Senator says 
they are under no compulsion to go there. We | 
have a treaty of amity and commerce with Spain | 
of 1793, under which our people go there, and | 
they go there with the understanding that they || 
are entitled to all the rights, and subject to the | 
laws and usages, of Spanish citizens. To an | 
American the shield of the law means something; 
it conveys, at least, the idea of some protection; | 
but let me tell him, that in Cuba, where the law || 
is the will of the Captain General, and where that | 
will depends upon an after-dinner notion or a pre- | 
vious one, the term law is not to be applied to it. || 
Our citizens are there daily; and I say again, the | 
Government of Cuba is a proper subject of com- | 
ment, because the people of Cubaare entitled to our | 
sympathy; and,asI shall show before I sit down, | 
their antecedents and their whole conduct, from 
the first moment they breathed the spirit of free- | 
dom, show that they evinced a desire to establish | 
their own independence and come under the stars | 
and stripes of our country; and they merit our | 
respect, our confidence, and our sympathy. A | 
very intelligent English traveller, (Phillips,) who | 
cannot be supposed to be biased, says of the 
Government of Cuba: 


“ The Government of Cuba, though, as already said, simi- | 
lar to that of the parent State, is much more oppressive. It || 
is a Kind of military ; Or, rather, an oligarchy, in || 








race, they have yet speedily adopted all our me- 


remarkable capacity for managing their own af- 
fairs, in the administration of the island, as its 
unrivalled prosperous commercial and agricultural 


condition to-day manifest. They are the planters || 


and mechanics of Cuba, while the old Spaniards 
are the governing class. 

They have sought the United States upon every 
occasion; and those that you have seen here are 
fair specimens of the Cubans. In private virtues 


I do not believe they will compare unfavorably | 


with our own people. The spirit of hospitality 
rests upon every creole mansion in Cuba. Most 
especially does ittoan American, and an American 
should be the last man on earth to complain of 
theewant of private virtue in the a 
of Cuba. The miserable pretense has been set 
up, and sometimes urged here, that this people, 
crushéd and down-trodden as they are, do not 
desire a'change of government. It is the most 
preposterous presumption on earth, that a people 
thus crushed, living almost within hearing of our 
own bells which celebrate our 4th of July, coming 
to our country, educated in our public schools, 
carrying back’with them and spreading the prin- 
ciples of civil and religious freedom, should tamely 
submit to the rod, if they could possibly avoid it, 


revolt against his Queen to depose her, and made 
his pronunciamento in the streets of Madrid; that 
he fled, was pursued, apprehended, convicted, 
declared a traitor, and condemned to death; but 





|| with the tortuous ways of Spanish diplomacy and 


|| General Concha’s own matchless character and 
|| ability for intrigue, he was recalled from Spain, 
|| where he was planning, then, SO for 
| Cuba, and sent to Cuba and declared a loyal citi- 
| zen, to govern over that island; and when he got 
|| there, in perfect keeping with his character for in- 
|| trigue, he seized the very friend who had stood 7 
|| him in his adversity, and who, it was supposed, 
|. was possessed of papers which might compromise 
| him, and he commanded the judges to put that 
'| friend to death, because he said he had in his 
|| possession sufficient evidence to convict him of 
‘| treason. Under his dictation, but fortunately 
| spreading the order upon their records, they did 
yut him to death; and Pinto was garroted under 
his orders. 

| Such men as these are sent to the Island of 
| Cuba to govern these people, with a nominal sal- 
| ary of $50,000 a year, but a despotic will to crush 


|| the people out of any amount of money they may 


| think proper. But, in spite of all this, the people 
| of Cuba to-day present a degree of commercial 
| and agricultural prosperity that is hardly to be 

seen in any similar latitude upon the face of the 
| globe. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Will the Senator from 
| Florida give way for a motion to adjourn? It is 
| now quarter past six. He can go on to-morrow. 
| Mr. MALLORY. I give way. 
| Mr. BROWN. I ask the Senator from Cali- 


|| fornia to suspend his motion for a moment. Be- 


Why, sir, these people, within my own recol- } fore the conclusion of this question, which the 


lection, have, on five different occasions, organ- 
ized a well-directed revolution; and the existence 


| Senator from Louisiana has given us notice he 
means to press to-morrow evening, | shall desire 
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to say a word, and that word I desire to say to || [Mr. Bcnuam] if this is the amendment which 


the northern Democracy. 

i say distinctly, I desire to say it to them and 
whenever, during to-morrew, | shall have an op- 
portunity of speaking, | wish their presence, be- 
cause what I have to say [ design for them espe- 
cially and separately. 

Mr. KENNEDY. If the vote is to be pressed 
to-morrow evening —— 

Several Senators. No, no. 

Mr. BRODERICK. It cannot be pressed then. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I hope not. | desire to be 
heard on this question. [am prepared to go on 
to-night or to speak to-morrow. 

* Several Senators. We will hear you to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. You may depend upon 
it the vote wil! not be taken to-morrow night. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I renew my motion to 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 21, 1859. 


The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled an act (H.R. 
No. 445) for the relief of Samuel A. Fairchilds; 
when the Speaker signed the same. 


COMMITTEE OF INVESTIGATION. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Nicuo.s, 
Winsiow, Eustis, Wuirevcey, and Ciark B. 
CocuRane, as the select committee under the res- 
olution of the House of the ]8th instant, to inves- 
tigate the charges against a member of the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 


COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Green- 


woop, Moraitt, and Smiru of Tennessee, man- 
agers on the part of the House of the conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendments of the Senate to the Indian ap- 
propriation bill. 


WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 
Mr. BURNETT. I ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House this morning to permit me to 
report a bill which 1 Am unanimously authorized 
by the Committee for the District of Columbja to 
report, to supply the cities of Washington and 
Georgetown with water. It prescribes the terms 
on which they shall tap'the main pipe. The bill 
will not consume five minutes of the time of the 
House; and I ask leave to report it and that it 
may be put upon its passage. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I move to suspend the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion to sus- 
pend the rules already pending, and the previous 
question is also operating. 

Mr. BONHAM. LI ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report back a Senate bill, with- 
out amendment, for the purpose of having it re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. | missed the opportunity of 
reporting it on the last day the committee was 
called. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


1 demand the reg- 
ular order of business. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the consideration of the Army appropriation 
bill and the amendments thereto reported from 
the Committée of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on which the main question has been or-* 
dered. 


First amendment: 


Page 1, line nine, strike out “ one hundred thousand,” | 
and insert, in lieu thereof, * eighty-nine thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine ;”’ so that the clause will read : 

For expenses of recruiting, transportation of recruits, 
three months’ extra pay to non-commussionued officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, on reénlistinent, $89,999. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to |, 
inquire of the gendeman from South Carolina |; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


affects the pay of General Scott? 
Mr FAULKNER. 
of General Scott. 
Mr. HOUSTON. [object to debate. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Second amendment: 


Page 2, line fourteen, strike out *“*ninety,’’ and insert, in 
lieu thereof, *thirty;”? and at the end of line fifteen, adthe 


following: 
And the sum of $60,000, which is deducted from the 
amount estimated for commutation of officers’ subsistence 


mandants of military posts; 
So that the paragraph will read: 


For commutation of officers’ subsistence, $938,434 50; 


and the sum of $60,000, deducted from the amount esti 
mated for commutauon of officers’ subsistence, shall be de 


ducted from the exua rations allowed to commandants of 


military posts. 


Mr. BONHAM. 


manding general ? 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 

we will vote it down. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
Mr. BONHAM. 

1 hope it will be voted down. 
Mr. HOUSTON, 


on the amendment. 


I object to any debate. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded tellers on 


the yeas and nays. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Crate, of 


Missouri, and CHarree were appointed. 


‘The yeas and nays were not ordered; the tellers 


having reported—ayes seventeen, (not one fifth 
of a quorum.) 





It does not affect the pay 


shall be deducted from the extra rations allowed to com- 


I would like to inquire of the 
Chair if this House understands that this amend- 
ment would take $4,330 from the pay of the com- 


If it does, 


I say it has that effect; and 


I demand the yeas and nays 
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Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne Israe} 
Washburn, Watkins, White, and Wilson—95, g 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Barksdale, Boeoek 
Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Buffinton, Burnett, Case, Caskie’ 
John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Bur. 
ton Craige, Crawiord, Curry, Curtis, Davis of Indiana 
Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English’ 
Faulkner, Foley, Gartrell, Giddings, Goode, Lawrence W’ 
Hall, Hoard, Hodges, Hopkins, Houston, Huyler, Jackson, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kellogg, Lamar, Letcher. 
Maclay, McQueen, McRae, Samuel S. Marshall, Millson’ 
Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Mott. Niblack. Pendleton, Powell’ 
Ready, Reagan, Ruffin, Russell, Savage, Scales, Aaron 
Shaw, Singleton, Robert Smith, William Smith, Spinner 
Stallworth, Stanton, Stevenson, Talbot, Miles Taylor’ 
Tompkins, Vallandigham, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Wor. 
tendyke, Augustus R. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zoljj- 
coffer—s2. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


Pending the above call, 

Mr. BLAIR stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Greenwoon, of Arkansas, upon the Army 
appropriation bill and amendments thereto, ~~ 


Third amendmegt: 


Reduce the appropriation in the following paragraph 
$400,000, so that it shall stand’) ,440,000: 

* Por the regular supplies of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, consisting of fuel for the officers, enlisted mey, 
guard, hospitals, store-houses, and Offices ; of forage in kind 
for the horses, mules, and oxen, of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment at the several posts and stations, and with the 
armies in the field; for the horses of the two regiments of 
dragoons, the two regiments of cavalry, the regiment of 
mounted riflemen, the companies of light artillery, and 
such companies of infantry as may be mounted, and for the 
authorized number of officers’ horses when serving in the 
field and at the outposts, including bedding for the ani- 
mals; of straw for soldiers’ bedding, and of stationery, in- 
cluding blank-books for the quartermaster’s department, 
certificates for discharged soldiers, blank forms for the pay 
and quartermaster’s departments ; and for the printing of 


> = = : livision and department jers and re ts, $1,040,000.” 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE demanded tellers ||\“"N  ee 


upon the amendment, 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Joun Cocu- 


RANE and Durree were appointed. 
Mr. BONHAM. Mr. Speaker, the chairman 


of the Committee on Military Affairs informs me 





that 
Several Members objected to debate. 


Mr. BONHAM. I only wish to correct a mis- 


take. 
Objection was renewed, 


The House was divided on the quéstion; and 


the tellers reported—ayes 57, noes 69. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the amendment was 
rejected; and also moved thatthe motion to recon- 


sider be laid upon the table. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 


and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think that the 
House have voted under a misapprehension. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ulinois. 1 withdraw 
my motion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I renew the motion 
to reconsider; and, on that motion, call for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I demand the yeas 
and nays on that mouon. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BONHAM. Has the gentleman the right 
to move to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment was rejected? He did nbdt vote with 
the majority. 

The SPEAKER. It has been usual to allow 
any member to move to reconsider where no re- 
cord of the vote has been made. 


Mr. BONHAM. 


that—— 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Debate is not in 
order. 


‘The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 82; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbou, Adrain, Abl, Andrews, Avery, 

Bennett, Bingham, Bonham, Bowie, Brayton, Burlingame, 

Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 


Cragin, James Craig, Davidson, Davis of Mississippi, Davis | 


of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dimmick, Durfee, 
Edie, Farnsworth, Fenton, Florence, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, 
Gilmer, Gregg, Grover, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Hawkins, Hickman, Hill, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Owen 


Jones, Keim, Kelsey, Kilgore, Landy, Leach, Leidy, Leiter, | | 
Lovejoy, Matteson, Maynard, Miles, Montgomery, Morgan, | 


Morril), Edward Joy Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Olin, 
Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Peyton, John S. Phelps, Phillips, 
Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Reilly, Ricaud, Robbins, Royce, 
Scott, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, James A. Stew- 
art, Tappan, Thayer, Thompsvn, Trippe; Vance, Walbridge, 


Justice requires me to state | 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Fourth amendment: 
The Clerk read the following paragraph: 


* Por the incidental expenses of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, consisting of postage on letters and packets re- 

| ceived and sent by officers of the Army on publie service; 
expenses of courts-martial and courts of inquiry, including 
the additional compensation of judge advocates, recorders, 
members, and witnesses, while on that service, under the 
| act of March 16, 1802; extra pay to soldiers employed under 
| the direction of the quartermaster’s department, in the erec- 
tion of barracks, quarters, store-houses, and hospitals, in 
the construction of roads, and on other constant labor, for 
periods of not less than'ten days, under the acts of March 2, 
1819, and August 4, 1854, ineluding those employed as clerks 
at division and department headquarters ; expenses of ex- 
presses to and trom the frontier posts and armies in the field; 
of escorts to paymasters and other disbursing officers, and to 
| trains, Where military escorts cannot be furnished; expense 
of the interment of officers kidled in action, or who die when 


non-commissioned officers and soldiers ; authorized office 
furniture ; hire of laborers in the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, including the hire of interpreters, spies, and guides 
tor the Army ; compensation of clerks of the officers of the 
quartermaster’s department; compensation of forage and 
wagonmasters, authorized bythe actof July 5, 1838; forthe 
apprehension of deserters, and the expenses incident to their 
| pursuit; and for the following expenditures required for the 
two regiments of dragoons, the two regiments of cavalry, 
| the regiment of mounted riflemen, and such companies of 
| infantry as may be mounted, viz: the purchase of traveling 
forges, blacksmiths’? and shoeing tools, horse and mule 
shoes and nails, iron and steel forshoeing, hire of veterinary 
surgeons, medicines for horses and mules, picket ropes, and 
for shoeing the horses of the corps named, $500,000, 


The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union recommended 
that the appropriation be reduced $450,000; and 
that the following be added to the end of the par- 
agraph: 

Provided, That the amount of this appropriation below 
the estimates shall be deducted from the amount estimated 
tor the pay of laborers in the quartermaster’s department. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| 
| Fifth amendment: 
| The Clerk read the following paragraph: 


| For constructing barracks and other buildings at posts 
|| which it may be necessary to occupy during the year ; and 
for repairing, altering, and enlarging buildings at the estab- 
|| lished pests, including hire or commutation of quarters [or 
| officers on military duty; hire of quarters for troops, of 
|| storehouses for the keeping of military stores, and of grounds 


- 


| for summer cantonments, and for temporary frontier sta- 
tions 700,000.” 

| TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
|| on the state of the Union recommend that the 
| above appropriation be reduced to $300,000; and 
' that the following be added to the end of the par- 
_agraph: 

Provided, however, That no portion of the money hereby 


i 

i . ‘ 
appropriated shall be applied to the construction of perma- 
| nent barracks and quarters until plans, with full specifica- 


| 
1 tions and detailed estimates, shall be submitted to Congress, 
' 


and ure same sliall be approved by a special appropriauion 


on duty in the field, or at the posts on the frontiers, and of 
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for the same: Provided further, That any officer of the 
army Who, as a disbursing agent, shall hereafter undertake 
to engage the public credit in advance of an appropriation, | 
chall, upon conviction before a court-martial, be dismissed | 
from the serviee, unless he shall exhibit as his justification 
an order, in writing, to make such disbursement, from bis 
superior Officer, approved by the President of the United 
strates. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Sixth amendment. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

« For mileage or the allowance made to officers of the 
Army for the transportation of themselves and their bag- 


gage, when traveling on duty without troops, escorts, or 
supplies, $125,000.” 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union recommend that the fol- 


lowing proviso be addgd to the above paragraph: | 
Provided, Such mileage, to be hereafter drawn, shall not 


exceed five cents per mile. 

The House was divided on the amendment; 
and there were—ayes 81, noes 64.’ 

Mr. CHAFFEE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 66, nays 127; as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Abbott, Anderson, Atkins, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Buffinton, Bur- 


lingane. John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Cobb, Cockerill, | 


Colfax, Cragin, Burton Craige, Crawtord, Davis of Indiana, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dean, Dowdell, Durfee, 
Elliott, English, Fenton, Gartrell, Giddings, Gooch, Good- 
win, Grow, Harlan, Hoard, Hodges, Hopkins, George W. 
Jones, Owen Jones, Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey 


Marshall, Matteson, Maynard, Morgan, Isaac N. Morris, 
Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Ricaud, Royce, | 
tutlin, Seales, Henry M. Shaw, William Smith, Stallworth, | 
Stanton, William Stewart, Vance, Wade, Waldron, Wal- | 


ton, and John V. Wright—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Bgrr, Bonham, Bowie, Brayton, Bryan, Burnett, 
Case, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, John Coch- 
rane, Comius, Corning, Covode, James Craig, Curry, Curtis, 
Davidson, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Mississippi, Dick, 
Dimmick, Dodd, Edie, Edmundson, Eustis, Faulkner, Flor 
ence, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Goode, 
Gregg, Grover, Lawrence W. Hall, Robert B. H&All, Hatch, 
Hawkins, Hickman, Hill, Horton, flouston, Howard, 


Hughes, Huyler, Jewett, Keim, Keitt, Kilgore, Knapp, John | 


©. Kunkel, Landy, Lawrence, Maclay, MeQueen, McRae, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miller, Millson, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Murray, Nichols, Ulin, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, Peyton, 
John 8, Phelps, William W. Phelps, Philiips, Potthe, Pow- 
ell, Purvianee, Reagan, Reilly, Roberts, Russell, Sandidge, 
Seo, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, 
Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, 
Talbot, Miles Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, 
Trippe, Underwood, Vallandigham, Walbridge, Ward, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Wilson,Winslow, Wood, 
Woodson, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and Zolli- 
coffer—127. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Pending the above call, 
Messrs. LETCHER, and STEPHENS of 


. ; | 
Georgia, severally stated, that if they had been 
within the bar when their names were called, | 


they would have voted in the negative. 
Seventh amendment: 
Add to the paragraph just read, the following: 


Provided further, That mileage shall not be allowed when | 


an officer has been transferred or relieved at his own re- 
quest. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Eighth amendment: 
The Clerk read the following paragraph: 


“ For transportation ofthe Army, including the baggage of 
the troops when moving either by land or water; of cloth- 
ing, camp, and garrison equipage from the depot at Phila- 
delphia to the several posts and army depots, and from those 
depots to the troops in the field; of horse equipments and 
ot subsistence from the places of purchase and from the 
places of delivery under contract, to such places as the cir- 


cumstances of the service may require them to be sent; of | 


ordnance, ordnance stores, and small-arms, from the found- 
erles and armories, to the arsenals, fortifications, frontier 


posts, and army depots; freights, wharfage, tolls, and fer- | 


rages ; for the purchase and hire of horses, mules, and 
oxen, and the purchase and repair of wagons, carts, and 
drays, and of ships, and other sea going vessels and boats 
required for the transportation of supplies and for garrison 


Purposes ; for drayage and cartage at the several posts; hire | 


of Leamsters ; transportation of funds for the pay and other 
disbursing departments; the expense of sailing public trans- 
ports On the various rivers, the Gulf of Mexico, and the At- 
lantic and Pacific ; and for procuring water at such posts as 
‘rom their situation require that iv be brought from a dis- 
tance; and for clearing roads, and removing obstructions 
therein, to the extent which may be required for the actual 
Operations of the troops on the frontier, $3,490,000,” 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union recommend that the ap- 
Propriation be reduced $490,000, so that it will 
then stand * $3,000,000. ” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


THE 





Ninth amendment: 


Reduce the following appropriation from 3105,000° to | 
$91,000: 
‘* For the medical and hospital departments, $105,000,” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


} 


Tenth amendment: 
Strike out the following paragraphs: 
** For the Alleghany arsenal, 85,000. | 
** For the Benicia arsenal, $50,000. 
“ For Fort Monroe arsenal, $14,000. 
* For New York arsenal, $3,000. 

| * Por North Carolina arsenal, $2,235. 

* For Texas arsenal, $15,000. 

‘For Washington arsenal, $2,500. 

** For Watertown arsenal, $1,000. 

“ Por Watervliet arsenal, $25 ,000.°? 

Mr. REAGAN called for the yeas and nays; 
and tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. REAGAN called for tellers. 

Mr. STANTON. It ought to be understood 
that $20,000 is left for contingencies for all the 
arsenals. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BurrinTon 
and McQueen were appointed. 
| The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
, ayes 78, noes 82. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the amendment was 
rejected, and on that I call for the yeas and nays. 
| I want to have a record as to who it is that votes 
for this useless expenditure. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 91; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Arnold, 
Barr, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, 
Burlingame, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Comins, 
Corning, Covode, Curtis, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Dawes, Dodd 
Fenton, Florence, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Goodwin, 
Gregg. Grover, Robert B. Hall, Hawkins, Hickman, Hoard, 
Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Huyler. Jackson, Kelsey, Kil 


On that I 


gore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, John C. Kunkel, Landy, | 


Leteher, Maclay, Millson, Montgomery, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Olin, 
Palmer, Parker, John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phil 


|, lips, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Powell, Purviance, Reagan, Reilly, | 


Ritchie, Robbins, Royce, Scott, Sickles, Spinner,James A. 


Walbridge, Walton, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 

Israel Washburn, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood, Woodson, 
|, and Wortendyke—95. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Barksdale, Bocock, 
|! Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Buflinton, Burnett, Caskie, John 
|, B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, James 
Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis 
of Indiana, Dean, Dowdell, Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng 
lish, Farnsworth, Foley, Garnett, Giddings, Goode, Grow, 
Lawrence W. Hall, Harlam, Hill, Hodges, Houston, Hughes, 
Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keim, Keitt, Lawrence, 
|| Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, McQueen, Humphrey Marshall, 
|| Samuel S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Miller, 
Moore, Morgan, Isaae N. Morris, Mott, Nichols, Pendleton, 
Pettit, Peyton, Ready, Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, 
Seales, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, John Sher- 
|) man, Shorter, Robert Smith, William Smith, Stanton, Ste- 
1] phens, Stevenson, William Stewart, Talbot, Trippe, Under- 
|; wood, Vallandigham, Waldron, Bllihu B. Washburne, 
Watkins, Wilson, Augustus R. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicotfer—91. 


|| So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 


Eleventh amendment: 

Strike out the following paragraphs : 

“For repairs and improvements and new machinery at 
Springfield armory, Massachusetts, $53,910. 

** For repairs and improvements and new machinery at 
Harper’s Ferry armory, $55,000.”? 


” 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 

the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 97; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks 
dale, Bennett, Billinghurst, Bonham, Boyce, Branch, Bur- 
| nett, Caskie, John B. Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
| Cockerill, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, 
| Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Dodd, Dowdell, Edie, Ed 
| mundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
| Foley, Garnett, Giddings, Gilmer, Goode, Goodwin, Grow, 
| Lawrence W. Hall, Harlan, Hatch, Hill, Hoard, Hodges, 





mar, Lawrence, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, MeQueen, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, 
|| Miles, Miller, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Mott, Pendleton, 
|| Pettit, Pottle, Ready, Ricaud, Royce, Ruftin, Russell, San- 
|| didge, Scales, Aaron Shaw, Heary M. Shaw, Shorter, 
{| Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
‘liam Smith, Spinner, Staliworth, Stanton, Stephens, Ste- 
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Durfee, Pustis, Faulkner, | 


Stewart, ‘Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Vance, Wade, | 


| Houston, Jackson, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kellogg, La- || 
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venson, William Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, Tompkins, 
Trippe, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance,Waldron, Eltihu 
B. Washburne, Augustus R. Wright, and Zollicoffer—i00. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Andrews, Arnold, Barr, Bing- 
ham, Bishop, Bowie, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Bur 
| roughs, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, 
Comins, Corning, Curtis, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
Iowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dimmick, Durfee, Faulkner, 
Florence, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gooch, Gregg, Grover, 
Robert B. Hall, Hawkins, Hickman, Hopkins, Horton, 
Howard, Hughes, Huyler, Jenkins, Owen Jones, Keim, 
Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, John C. Kunkel, Landy, 
Leidy, Letcher, McRae, Matteson, Millson, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Morrill, Bdward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, 
Peyton, John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pike, 
Poner, Powell, Purviance, Reagan, Reilly, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Roberts, Savage, Scott, Seward, Judson W. Sherman, 
Vames A. Stewart, Miles Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, 
Wade, Walbridge, Walton, Ward, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burn, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Wilson, Winslow, Wood, 
and Wortendyke—97. 








So the amendment was agreed to, 

During the vote, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, said: Is it in order, 
Mr. Speaker, to inquire if there is a record kept 

| of the changes in the votes as they are made? I 

think that it is important that it should be done. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen have a right to 
change their votes. - 

The vote having been announced as above, 

Mr. McQUEEN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was agreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays on 
the latter motion. 

Mr. McQUEEN withdrew his motion. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved the previ- 


|| ous question on the passage of the bill, 


The previous question was Seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
Mr. MORGAN ealled for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 116, nays 93; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 
Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, 
Bovee, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chap- 
man, John B. Clark, Clay, John Cochrane, Cockerill, 
Corning, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, 
Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dimmick, 
| Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, 
|} Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Gregg, 
|| Grover, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, Hawkins, Hiekman, 
Hodges, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jen- 
kins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Jacob 
M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, 
Maclay, McQueerr, MeRae, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, 
Miles, Miller, Milison, Moore, Morrill, Isaae N. Morris, 
Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, William W. 
Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Reagan, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, 
Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. 
Shaw, Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel 
A. Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, 
James A. Stewart, Talbot, Miles Taylor, Vailandigham, 
Vance, Ward, Watkins, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, 
Wortendyke, and John V. Wright—116. 

NAY S—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 

singhams, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, 
Chaffee, Clawson, Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Curtis, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Fenton, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Harris, Hill, Hoard, Horton, Keim, Kellogg, Kel- 
sey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leach, Leiter, Love- 
joy, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, Maynard, Morgan, 
Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, 
Potter, Potule, Purviance, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Spin 
ner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thomp 
son, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Wade, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elli B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, and Zollicoffer—93. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CONTUMACIOUS WITNESS, 


Mr. COVODE. I rise to a question of privilege. 
I am instructed by the select committee on the ac- 
counts of the late Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing, to offer the following resolutions: 

Whereas, Harry Connolly, of the city of Philadelphia, 
was, on the 49th day of Febuary, A. D. 1859, duly sum 
| moned to appear and testify before the select committee 

appointed to investigate the accounts of the late Supenn 
|| tendent of Public Printjpg, and has failed and refused to ap 
pear before said committee, pursuant to said summons : And 





eit, » 


Re Bes 
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whereas the said witness denied himself to the messenger, 


and tried to avoid service of the summons, and afterwards 


left this city, at which place the summons was served , 
without answering to the same : 

Re.olved, That the Speaker issue his warrant, directed to 
the Sergeant-at Arms, commanding him to take into his 
custody the body of said Harry Connolly, wherever to be 
found, and to have the same forthwith before the bar of this 
House, to answer for contempt of the authority of the 
House. 

I have here a copy of the subpena served on 
Mr. Connolly. He was sent for twice to Phila- 
delphia, and was afterwards subpenaed in this 
cuy. Mr. Connolly called on me at my room 
yesterday afternoon, and stated that since he 
came here he had been notified that an offensive 
missive was to be put into his hands; and that 
when the subpena, inclosed in an envelop, was 
handed to him, he did not read it, but tore it up 
and threw it away. I insisted on Mr. Connolly’s 
remaining, and told him that I would convene the 
committee early this morning to take his testi- 
mony; but he said he could not remain, and re- 
turned to Philadelphia. I ask the passage of the 
resolution, and move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. COVODE moved to reconsider the vote 


} 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also || 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


GOVERNMENT LOAN, TARIFF, ETC. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in 
order to be the motion to suspend the rules, made 
by Mr. Puiuips, to enable him to introduce a 
bill to provide for the payment of outstanding 
Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate 
and fix the duty on imports, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I call up the motion which 
I submitted last week, to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution for the payment of Mrs. 
Mary J. Harris was adopted. 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays 
on Mr. Paiuses’s motion. _ 
Mr. MORRILL. I desire to ask the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania whether, if the rules be | 


, ; || be made to prevent the redemption of the same at any time 
suspended, he will accept my bill as a substitute | : nis! 


for his own? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I will. . 

Mr. KEITT. I object to debate. 
; - HUGHES. I ask for the reading of the 
all. 


Mr. SICKLES. I desire to ask the gentleman | 


from Pennsylvania whether, if the rules be sus- 
pended, he proposes to have the bill referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Itis my intention to move 
its reference to the Committee of ‘the Whole on 
the state of the Union, 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 object to debate, either 
interrogativeiy or otherwise. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
the bill which is now being read by the Clerk is 
the same bill that was offered last Monday? I 
believe another bill has been substituted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from Penn- 
sylvania had the right to modify his bill. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. The bill 


has manifestly been changed. 


THE CONGR 


That motion does not take | 
precedence of the motion to suspend the rules. | 


| Mr. McQUEEN. My friend from Virginia is || brown sugar, not advanced beyond its raw state b 
much mistaken. 


1 am listening to the bill with 
great care,and am waiting to see a point in the 
bill where the planting interests of this country 


are not to be taxed to the highest limit, but have || 


not yet reached such point in the bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order to 
move to dispense with the further reading of the 
bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would 
require unanimous consent. 

Several MemBers objected. 

The Clerk continued the reading of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the billis 
being read on my call. If that is the case, as 


enough of it has been read to satisfy me that it | 


is the worst bill ever Introduced into the House, 
I withdraw the call for the reading. 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the | 


further reading of the bill will be dispensed with. 

Mr. KELSEY. I object. I called for the read- 
ing of the bill in the first place, and I want to 
hear it. 

Mr. KELSEY subsequently withdrew the ob- 
jection. . 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, renewed it. 

The reading was again resumed. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I ask that, by unani- 
mous consent, the further reading of the bill may 
be dispensed with. 

No objection was made. 

The bill is as follows: 


A bill to provide for the payment of outstanding Treasury 
notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties 
on imports, and for other purposes : 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be, and hereby is, author 
ized, at any time, within twelve months from the passage 
of this act, to borrow, on the credit of the United States, ¢ 
sum not exceeding $21,000,000, or so much thereof as in 


| his opinien the exigencies of the public service may require, | 


to be applied to the payment of the appropriations made by 
law, and the balance of Treasury notes now outstanding, 
and no other purposes, in addition to the money received, 
or which may be received into the Treasury from_other 
sources: Provided, That no stipulation or contract shall be 
made to prevent the United States from reimbursing any 
sum borrowed under the authority of this act, at any time 
after the expiration of two years from the Ist day of July 
next, by the United States giving three months’ notice, to be 
published in some newspaper published at the seat of Gov- 
ernment, of their readiness to do so; and no contract shall 


after the expiration of six years from the said Ist day of July 
next, without notice. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That stock shall be is- 


|| sued for the amount so borrowed, bearing interest not ex- | 
|| ceeding six per centum per annum. And the Secretary of | 
|| the Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized, with the con- 
| sent ofthe President, to cause certificates of stock to be pre- 

pared, which shall be signed by the Register, and sealed | 
} with the seal of the Treasury Department, for the amount | 

so borrowed, in favor of the parties lending the same, or | 


their assigns; which certificates may be transferred on the 
books of the Treasury, under such regulations as may be 
established by the Secretary of the Treasury: Provided, 
that no certificate shall be issued for aless sum than $1,000 ; 
-Ind, provided also, That, whenever required, the Secretary 
of the Treasury may cause coupons of semi-annual interest 
payable thereon, to be attached to certificates issued under 
this act; and any certificate, with such coupons of interest 


| attached, may be assigned and transferred by delivery ot the 


same, instead of being transferred on the books of the Treas- 


| ury. 
i] : 
l desire to inquire whether ih 


Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That before awarding 
said loan, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be 


inserted in two of the public newspapers of the city of Wash- | 


ington, and in one or more public newspapers in other cities 
of the United States, public notice that sealed proposals for 
such loan will be received until a certain day, to be speci- 
fiedin such notice, not less than ihirty days from its first 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- || Such sealed proposals shall be opened on the day appointed 


sylvania has a right to modify his bill at any 
tame before the question is taken. He might, per- 
haps, have a right even to modify it after the 
rules are suspended? 


Mr. GROW. Is that a modification of the 


bill? ] 


Mr. BONHAM. The objection to that is that 
it is a substitute—an entirely different bill. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The object of read- 
ing that bill is to give information to the House; 
is it not? 

The SPEAKER. 
what the object is. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I presume that is 
the object, but nobody seems to be listening; and 


‘The Chair does not know 


if any one was, the confusion is so great that he | 


could not hear. 


| in the notice, in the presence of such persons as may choose 
| to attend, and the proposals decided on by the Secretary of 
| the Treasury, who shall accept the most favorable offered 
| by responsible bidders for said stock. And the said Secre- | 
| tary shall report to Congress, at the commencement ofthe | 


i] 


| next session, the amount of money borrowed under this act, 


and of whom, and on what terms it shall have been ob- 


the expense of making such loans: Provided, That no stock 


| shall be disposed of at less than its par value. 
Sec. 4. ind be it further enacted, That the faith of the 

United States is hereby pledged for the due payment of the 

| interest and the redempuon of the principal ofsaid stock. | 
Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That from and after the || 

Ist day of July next, in lieu of the duties heretofore imposed | 


by law on the articles hereinafter mentioned, and on such 
as may now be exempt from duty, there shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid, on the goods, wares, and merchandise 
herein enumerated and provided for, imported from foreign 
countriesythe following duties and rates of duty ; that is to 


\| say: First. On raw sugar, commonly called Muscovado or 
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y claying, 


| boiling, clarifying, or other process, 1 cent per pound; on 
| syrup of sugar or of sugar cane, and : 


concentrated molasses 
or concentrated melado, | cent per pound; on white and 
clayed sugars, when advanced beyond the raw state not 
above number twelve, Dutch standard, by claying, boiling 
clarifying, or other process, and not yet refined, 1 cent per 
pound; advanced above number twelve, Dutch Standard 
and not yet refined, 1} cent per pound; on refined sugar, 
whether loaf, lump, crushed, or pulverized, 2 cents per 
pound ; on sugars after being refined, when they have been 
tinctured, colored, or in any way adulterated, and on Sugar 
candy, 5 cents per pound ; on confectionery of all kinds not 
otherwise provided for, 30 per centum ad valorem ; on mo. 
lasses, 4 cents per gallon: Provided, That all syrups of sy. 


| gar or of sugar cane, concentrated molasses or concentrated 
| melado, entered under the denomination of molasses or any 


other appellation than syrup of sugar, or of sugar cane, eo. 
centrated molasses or concentrated melado, shall be liable 
to forfeiture to the United States: Provided, That an jin. 
spection, under such regulations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe, shall be made of all sugars and 
molasses imported from foreign countries, in order to pre- 
vent frauds, and the introduction of sugars, syrup of sugar 
syrup of cane, concentrated molasses or concentrated me. 
lado, or bottling syrup, under the title of molasses, or jn 
any other manner. 

Sec. 6. and be it further enacted, That from and after 


| the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 


and paid on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, the following duties; that is to say: First. On 
brandy, for first proof $1 00 per gallon ; on other spirits man- 
ufactured or distilled trom grain, for first proof 40 cents per 
gallon; On spirits from other materials, for first proof 40 
cents per gallon ; on cordials and liquors of all kinds, 50 
cents per gallon. On arrack, absynthe, kirschenwasser, 
ratafia, and other similar spirituous beverages, not otherwise 
provided for 50 cents per gallon ; on bay-rum 50 cents per 
gallon: Provided, That the duty upon brandy, spirits, and 
all other spirituous beverages herein enumerated shall! be 
collected upon the basis of first proof; and so in proportion 
for any greater strength than the strength of first proof. On 
Madeira, Sherry, and Port wines, in casks or bottles, 75 
cents per gallon ; on champagne and sparkling wines, Bur- 
gundy, and hock, in bottles, $1 00 per gallon, in casks 50 
cents per gallon ; on Claret, Teneriffe, Sicily, and Canary 
wines, in casks or bottles, 30 cents per gallon; on all other 
wines notenumerated 30 per centum ad valorem: Provided, 
That all imitations of brandy or spirits, or of any of the said 


|| wines, and all wines imported by any names whatever, shall 


be subject to the duty provided for the genuine article; 
which itis intended to represent, and to the highest rates of 


| duty applicable to the article of the same name: Provided 


further, That when wines, brandies, or other spirituous 


| liquors are imported in bottles, the bottles shall pay a sepa- 
| rate duty, according to the rate established by this act. On 


ale, porter, and beer, in bottles 25 cents per gallon, other- 
wise than in bottles, 15 cents per gallon ; on all spirituous 
liquors not enumerated 30 per centum ad valorem. Sec- 
ond. On cigars of al! Kinds 40 cents per pound, and in ad- 
dition thereto ten per centum ad valorem; on snuff 10 cents 


| per pound; on all other manufactured or unmanufactured 


tobacco, 30 per centum ad valorem. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That from and after 


| the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
| tioned, the following duties ; that is to say: First. On bar- 


iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flats, not less than 
one inch or more than six inches wide, nor less than one 
quarter of one inch or more than one inch thick ; rounds, 
not less than five eighths of one inch, or more than three 
inches in diameter ; and squares, not less than five-eighths 
of one inch, or more than three inches square, $15 per ton: 
Provided, That all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other 
form, less finished than iron in bars, and more advanced 
than pig-iron, except castings, shall be rated as iron in bars, 


| and pay a duty accordingly ; on all iron imported in bars for 


railroads or inclined planes, made to patterns and fitted to 


| be laid down upon such roads or planes, without further 
| manufacture, and not exceeding six inches high, $12 per 


ton; onall other descriptions of rolled or hammered iron, 
not otherwise provided for, $1 per one hundred pounds. 
Second. On iron in pigs, $6 per ton ; on vessels of cast iron, 
not otherwise provided for, 1 cent per pound ; on sad-irons, 
tailors’ and hatters’ irons, stoves and stove-plates, $1 25 
per one hundred pounds; on cast-iron butts and hinges and 
hollow-ware, glazed or tinned, 2 cents per pound; on all 


| other castings of iron, not otherwise provided for, 25 per 
| centum ad valorem. Third. On old scrap-iron, $6 per ton: 


Provided, That nothing shall be deemed old iron that has 


| not been in actual use, and fit only to be remanufactured. 


P | Fourth. On band and hoop-iron, horse-shoe shapes, and cut 
insertion in a Washington newspaper; and such notice || 


| shall state the amount of the loan, at what periods the | 
| money shall be paid, if by installments, and at what places. | 


nails and spikes, 1 cent per pound ; on iron cables or chains, 
or parts thereof, anchors or parts thereof, and anvils, $15) 
per one hundred pounds ; on wrought, board-nails, spikes, 
rivets, and bolts, 2} cents per pound; on bed-screws, 
wrought hinges, chains, halter-chains, fence-chains, black- 


| smiths’ hammers and sledges, axle-trees, or parts thereof, 
| and malleable iron in castings, not otherwise provided for, 
| 3 cents per pound ; on horse-shoe nails, 3 cents per pound; 


on steam, gas, and water-tubes and flues, of wrought iron, 
2 cents per pound; on wrought-iron railroad chairs, $1 25 


|| per one hundred pounds ; on cut tacks, brads, and sprigs, 
tained, with an abstract or brief statement, of all the propo- | 


sals submitted for the same, distinguishing between those || 
| accepted and those rejected, with a detailed statement of 


not exceeding sixteen ounces to the thousand, 2 cents per 
thousand; exceeding sixteen ounces to the thousand, 2 


| cents per pound. Fifth. On smooth or polished sheet-iron, 
| by whatever name designated, 2 cents per pound ; on otlier 


sheet iron, common or black, not thinner than number 
twenty, wire-guage, $1 per one hundred pounds ; thicker 
than number twenty, and not thinner than number twenty- 
five, wire-guage, $1 25 per one hundred pounds; thinner 
than number twenty-five, wire-guage, $1 50 per one hun- 
dred peunds ; on tin plates galvanized, or iron coated with 
zine, 2 cents per nd; on mill irons and mill cranks, of 
wrought iron, and wrought iron for ships, locomotives, and 
steam-engines, or parts thereof, weighing each twenty-five 


{ pounds or more, 1} cents per pound ; on screws, commonly 
| called wood screws, one inch and a half, or over, in length, 
‘' 6 cents per pound; less than one 


ch and a half in length, 


9 cents 
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g cents per pound; on screws, washed or plated, and all 
other screws of iron or any other metal, 30 per centum ad || 
valorem ; on all manufactures of iron, not otherwise pro- 
yided for, 25 per centum ad valorem. Sixth. On all steel 
in ingots, bars, sheets, or wire, valued at seven cents per | 
pound, oF less, 14g cents per pound ; valued at above seven 
cents per pound, and not above eleven cents per pound, 2 
cents per pound; and valued at above eleven cents per 
ound, 2 cents per pound: Provided, That no steel in any 
form, shall pay a duty-of less than 20 per centum ad valo- 
rem; on all manufactures of steel, or of which steel shall 
be a component part, not otherwise provided for, 30 per 
centuin, ad valorem: Provided, That all articles partially 
manufactured, not otherwise provided for, shall pay the 
came rate of duty as if wholly manufactured. Seventh. On 
coal. $1 per ton of twenty-eight bushels, eighty pounds to 
the bushel; On coke and cuim of coal, 25 per centum ad 
valorem. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- | 
tioned, the following duties ; thatis to say: First. On lead, 
in pigsand bars, ] cent per pound ; on old scrap lead, fit only 
to be remanufactured, | cent per pound ; on lead in sheets, 
pipes, or shot, 2 cents per pound ; on pewter, when old and 
fitonly to be remanufactured, | cent per pound. Second. On 
copper, in pigs, bars, or ingots, 2 cents per pound; on cap- 
per, When old and fit only to be remanufactured, 13g cents 
per pound; on sheeting copper, in sheets forty-eight inches 
jong and fourteen inches wide, and weighing from fourteen 
to thirty-four ounces the square fvot, 2 cents per pound ; on 
eopper rods, bolts, nails, spikes, copper bottoms, copper in 
sheets or plates, called brazier’s copper, and other sheets of 
copper not otherwise provided for, 25 per ceut. ad valorem ; 
on zine, spelter, or teuteneguc, unmenuiactured, 5 per cent. 
ad valorem, 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid, on the importation of the articles hereinaiter men 
tioned, the following duties ; thatis to say: First. On white 
or red leads, litharge, or acetate or chromate of lead, dry or 
ground in oil, 2 cents per pound; on chromate, bichromate, 
hydriodate, and prusiate of potash, and ehromic acid, 15 
per centum ad valorem ; on whiting, 25 cents per one hun 
dred pounds; on Paris white, and ochres or ochrey earths, 
when dry, 50 cents per one hundred pounds ; when ground 
in oi] 31 50 per one hundred pounds; on putty, 1 cent per 
pound; on linseed, flaxseed, hempseed, and rapeseed oil, 
lj cents per gallon of seven and a half pounds; on alum, 
50 cents per one hundred pounds ; on copperas, green vitrol 
or sulphate of iron, 25 cents per one hundred pounds ; on 
refined camphor, 6 cents per pound; on refimed borax, 4 
cents per pound; on tallow, 1 cent per pound; on tallow 
candles, 2 cents per pound; on spermaccti or wax candles 
and tapers, and on candies and tapers of spermaceti and 
wax combined, 8 cents per pound ; on stearine candles, and || 
all other candles and tapers, 4 cents per pound ; on corks, 
6 cents per pound; on spirits of turpentine, 10 cents per 
gallon ; on Opium, $1 25 per pound ; on morphium and its | 
salts, $1 50 per ounce. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid on the importation ofthe articles hereinatter mentioned, 
the following duties; that is tosay: First,on salt, 4 cents per 
bushel of fifty-six pounds; on bristles, 4 cents per pound ; 
on honey, 10 cents per gallon; on vinegar, 6 ceuts per gal- 
lon; on mackerel, $2 per barrel; on hefrings, pickled or 
saited, $1 per barrel; on pickled salmon, $3 per barrel ; on 
all other fish pickled, in barrels, $1 50 per barrel; on all 
other foreign caught fish, imported otherwise than in bar 
rels or halt-barrels, or whether fresh, smoked, or dried, 
salted, or pickled, not otherwise provided for, 50 cents per 
one hundred pounds. Second. On beet and pork, | cent 
per pound; on hams and bacon, 2 cents per pound; on 
cheese, 4 cents per pound ; on wheat, 20 cents per bushel; 
on butter, 4 cents per pound; on, lard, 2 cents per pound: 
on rye and barley, L5 cents per bushel; on Indian corn, or 
maize, 10 cents per bushel; on oats 10 cents per bushel ; on 
potatoes, 10 cents per bushel; on rice or paddy, 50 cents 
per one hundred pounds; on flaxseed or linseed, 8 cents 
per bushel of fifiy-two pounds; on hemp or rapeseed, 8 
cents per bushel of fifty-two pounds; on raw hides and || 
skins of all kinds, whether dried, salted, or pickled, not 
otherwise provided for, five per centum ad valorem. 

Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shail be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, the following duties; that is to say: First, on cas- 
sia, 4 cents per pound; on cloves,3 cents per pound; on 
pepper, 2 cents per pound ; on punento, 2 cents per pound ; 
on cinnamon, 10 cents per pound; on mace and nutmegs, 
15 cents per pound; on prunes, 2 cents per pound; on 
plums, 1 cent per pound; on dates, } cent per pound; on 
currants, 2 cents per pound ; on figs, 2 cents per pound; 
on Sultana, Muscatel, and bloom raisins, either in boxes 
Or jars, 2 cents per pound; on all other raisins, 1 cent per 
pound; on almot@#s, 2 cents per pound ; on shelled almonds, 
4 cents per pound; on all nuts not otherwise provided for, 
except those used for dyeing, L cent per pound. 

Seo. 12. and he it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, the following duties; that is to say: First. On all 
Wool, unmanufactured, and all hair of the alpacca, goat, 
and other like animals, unmanufactured, the value whereof 
at the last port or place from whence exported to the Uni- 
ted States, shall exceed 16 cents per pound, there shall be 
levied, collected, and paid, a duty of 8 cents per pound: Pro- 
vided, That any wool of the sheep, or hair of the alpacca, the 
goat, and other like animals, which shall be imported in any 
Other than the ordinary condition, as now and héretoforé 
practiced, or which shall be changed in its character or con- 
dition for the purpose of evading the duty, or which shall 
be reduced in value yy the admixture of dirt or any reign 
substance, to 16 cents per pound, or less, shall be subject 
to pay a duty of 8 cents per pound, anything in this act to 


the contrary notwithstanding: Provided also, That when | 
Wool of different qualities, of the same kind or sort, is im- || 


ported in the same bale, bag, or package, and the aggregate | 
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value of the contents of the bale, bag, or package, shall be 
appraised by the appraisers at a rate exceeding 16 cents 
per pound, it shall be charged with a duty of 8 cents per 
pound : Provided further, That if bales of different qualities 
are embraced in the same invoice, at the same price, the 
value of the whole shall be appraised according to the value 
of the bale of the best quality: Provided also, That wool 
imported on the skin shall be estimated as to weight and | 
value as other wool. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men 
tioned, the following duties; thatis to say: Pirst. On Wilton, 
Saxony, and Aubusson patent.velvet, Tournay velvet and 
tapestry velvet carpets and carpeting, and all medallion or 
whole carpets, 50 cents per square yatd; on Brussels and 
tapestry Brussels carpets and carpeting, 35 cents per square 
yard ; on all treble -ingrain and worsted-chain Venitian car 
pets and carpeting, 20 cents per square yard; On all other 
kinds of carpets and carpeting of wool, hemp, flax, or cov@n, 
or parts of either, or other material, not otherwise specified, 
a duty of 30 per centum ad valorem: Provided, That mats, 
rugs, screens, covers, hassocks, bed-sides, and other por 
tions of carpets or carpeting shall pay therate of duty herein 
imposed on carpets or carpeting of similar character; on 
all other mats, screens, bassocks and rugs, a duty of 30 
per centum ad valorem. Second. On all woolen cloths, | 
or cloths of which wool shall be the chief component ina 
terial, fulled or milled, kerseys and plains, valued at 25 cents 
per square yard and under, a duty of 20 per centum ad va- 
lorem; on all cloths, cassimeres, kerseys, buck-skins, doe 
skins, tweeds, plains, and felts, or goods of asimilar char 
acter, valued at 25 cents and not exceeding 75 cents per 
square yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and in addition 
thereto, 20 percentum ad valorem ; valued at over $1 50 per 
square yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and in addition 
thereto, 25 per centum ad valorem; on all beaver cloths, 
Duffil cloths, pilot cloths, petershams, felt cloths, or similar 
cloths, suitable for overcoats or blankets, and valued at $1 
or less per square yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and 
in addition thereto, 15 per centum ad valorem ; valued above 
$l and not above $2 per square yard, a duty of 16 cents 
per pound, and in addition thereto, 25 per centuin ad valo- 
rem ; valued above $2 per square yard, a duty of 16 cents 
per pound, and in addition thereto, 20 per centum ad valo 
rem; on all broadcloths, twilled or piain, valued at $1 or 
less per square yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and in 
addition thereto, 15 per centum ad valorem; above $1 and 
not above $2 per square yard, 16 cents per pound, and in 
addition thereto, 20 per centuim ad valorem; valued above 
$2 per square yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and in 
addition thereto, 25 per centum ad valorem ; on all flannels, 
valued at 30 cents or less per square yard,25 per centum, 
ad valorem ; valued above 30 cents per square yard, and on 
all flannels colored, or printed, or plaided, and flannels 
composed in part of cotton or silk, 30 per centum ad valo 
rem; on all baizes, bockings, floor-cloths, and paddings, 
10 cents per pound: Provided, That all baizes, bockings, 
floor-clotiis, and paddings, costing over 40 cents per pound, 
shall pay a duty of 25 per centum ad valorem; on hats, of 
wool, 20 per centum ad valorem; on woolen and worsted 
yarn, 16 cents per pound, and in addition th ereto, 15 per 
centum ad valorem; on clothing, ready made, and wearing 
apparel of every description, composed wholly or in part of 
wool, nade up or manufactured wholly or in part by the 
tailor, seamstress, or manufacturer, 16 cents per pound, 
and in addition thereto,25 per centum ad valorem; on blan 
kets, valued at not Over 75 cents each, and of the dimen 
sions not less than 72 by 52 inches, a duty cf 10 cents each ; 
on all other blankets, comprising Witney, rose, Bath, Duf 
fil, point, cradle, crib, Mackinaw, and horse-blankets, com 
posed wholly or in part of wool and not exceeding in value 
the sum of $3 each, 16 cents per pound, and in addition 
thereto, 20 per centum ad valorem. ‘Third. On all de 
laines, cashmere de laines, or muslin de laines, composed 
Wholly or in part of wool, valued at not over 16 cents per 
square yard, 25 per centum ad valorem; on all de laines, 
cashmere de laines, Or muslin de Jaines, valued at over 16 
cents per square yard, and on all nousseline delaines, ba 
rege de laines, of whatever material composed, and all gray 
or uncolored goods of similar description, 30 per centuin ad 
valorem; and on all manufactures of wool, or of which 
wool shall be a component material, not otherwise provided 
for, 380 per centum ad valorem Fourth. On oil cloth tor 
floors, stamped, painted, or printed, 30 cents per square 
yard. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men 
tioned, the following duties; that is to say: First. On all 
manufactures of cotton, not bleached, colored, stained, 
painted, or printed, and not exceeding one hundred threads 
to the square inch, counting the warp and filling, and ex 
ceeding in weight five Ounces per square yard, |. cent per 
yard ; on finer or lighter goods of like descripuion not exceed 
ing one hundred and forty threads to the square inch, count 
ing the warp and filling, 2 cents per square vard ; on goods of 
like description, exceeding one hundred and forty threads 
and not exceeding two hundred threads to the square inch, 
counting the warp and filling, 3 cents per square yard ; on 
all goods embraced in the foregoing schedules, if bleached, 
there shall belevied, collected, and paid, an additional duty 
of } cent per square Yard, and if printed, painted, colored, or 

| stained, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, a duty ot 

1 cent per square yard, in addition to the rates of duty pro 

vided in the foregoing schedules: Provided, Thatupon all 

cotton goods, not included in the foregoing schedules, and 
upon colton goods of every description, the value of which 
shall exceed 16 cents per square yard, there shall be levied, 
collected, and paid, a duty of 25 per centum ad valorem: 
| And provided further, ‘That no cotton goods having more 


| than two hundred threads to the square inch, counting the | 


warp and filling, shall be admitted at a less rate of duty 


than is provided for goods which are of that number of 


threads. Second. On spool thread of cotton; containing 
fifty yards or less each, 2} cents per dozen spools, contain- 
over fifty yards, and not over, one hundred yards each, 4 
ceuts per dozen spools ; containing one hundred yards, and 
not over one hundred and fifty yards each, 6 cents per dozen 


| 





spools; containing over one hundred and fifty vards ; and not 
over two hundred yards each, 8 cents per dozen spools : 
Provided, That on all spool threads containing more than two 
hundred yards to each spool, there shail be levied, collected, 
and paid, for every fifty yards of excess, or fractional part 
thereof, 2 cents per dozen spools. Third. On shirts and 
drawers, wove or made on frames, composed wholly of cot 

ton, 20 per centum ad ralerem ; and on all manufactures, 
composed wholly of cotton, bleached , unbleached, printed, 
painted, or dyed, not otherwise provided for, 30 per centum 
ad valorem. Fourth. On all brown or bleached linens, 
ducks, drills, coatings, brown Hollands, blay linens, dam- 
asks, diapers, crash, huckabacks, handkerchiefs, lawns, or 
other manufactures of flax or hemp, or of which flax or 
hemp shall be the component material of chief value, be- 
ing of the value of 30 cents and under per square yard, 


| 20 per centum ad valorem; valued above 30 cents per square 


yard, 30 per centum ad valorem ; onall other manufactures 
of flax, or of which flax shall be the component material 
of chief value, and not otherwike provided for, 30 per centum 
ad valorém. Fifth. On flax or linen threads, not over No. 
20, 8 cents per pound; finer than No. 20, and not over No, 
30, 12 cents per pound ; finer than No, 30, and not ever No. 
40, 15 cents per pound ; finer than No. 40,and not over No. 
50, 18 cents per pound ; finer than No. 50, and not over No, 
60, 20 cents per pound: Provided, That any thread as des - 
cribed in the furegoing schedule which shall be bleached, 


| shall pay 2 cents per pound additional duty, and if dyed or 


colored, such thread shall pay 3 cents per pound additional 
duty; on flax or linen thread, finer than No, 60,.a duty of 
30 per centum ad valorem; Provided, That no thread shail 
be admitted at a less rate per pound than is levied herein 
upon No. 60 

Sec. 15. 4nd be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, the following duties, that is to say: First. On un- 
manulactured hemp, $35 per ton; on Manilla and other 


| hemps of India, $25 per ton ; on jute, Sisal grass, sun hemp, 


coir, and other vegetable substances not enumerated, used 


| for cordage, $15 per ton; on codilla, or tow of hemp, 310 
| per ton; on tarred cables or cordage, 2} cents per pound ; 


on untarred cordage, 3 cents per pound ; on yarns, twine, 


| and pack-thread, 4 cents per pound; on seines, 6 cents per 


pound ; on cotton bagging, or any other manufacture, not 
otherwise provided for, suitable for the uses to which cotton 
bagging is applied, whether composed in whole or in part 
| of bemp or flax, or any other material, or imported under 


| the designation of gunny cloth, or any other appellation, 2 


| cents per square yard; on sail duck, 25 per centum ad val- 
orem; Russia and other sheetings, brown and white, 25 per 
| centuin ad valorem ; and on all other manufactures of hemp, 
| or of which hemp shall be a component part, not otherwise 
| provided for, 25 per centum ad valorem ; on unmanufac-~ 
tured flax, 815 per ton ; on tow of flax, 35 per ton ; on grass 
| cloth, 25 per centum ad valorem. 
| Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
| the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
| and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, the following duties, that is to say: First. On silk, 
raw, not more advanced in manufacture than singles, tram, 
| and thrown, or organzine, 10 per centum ad valyrem ; on 
| all silks valued at not over $1 per square yard, 20 per 
centum ad valorem ; on all silks valued at over $1 per square 
yard, thirty per centum ad valorem; on all silk velvets, or 
velvets of which silk is the component material of chief 
value, valued at $3 per square yard or under, 25 per centum 
ad valorem; valued at over 83 per square yard, 30 per 
| centum ad valorem; on floss silks, 20 per centum ad val- 
| orem; on silk twist, twist composed of mohair and silk, 
| sewing silk in the gum or purified, and all other manufae- 
tures of silk, or of which silk shall be the component mate- 
| rial of chief value, not Otherwise provided for, 30 per centum 
| ad valorem. 
Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
| the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
| tioned, the following duties, that is to say: First. On col 
| inder window-glass, and other window-glass not otherwise 
provided for, 20 per centum ad valorem; on all plain and 
mold, and press glassware, not cut, engraved, or painted, 
| 25 per centum ad valorem; on all plate, rough plate, and 
| crown window-glass, 30 per centum ad valorem; on all 
arucles of glass, cut, engraved, painted, colored, printed, 
stained, silvered, or gilded, 30 per centum ad valorem; on 
| porcelain and Bohemian glass, glass crystals for watches, 
| paintings on glass, glasses or pebbles for spectacles, and all 
| manufactures of glass, or of which glass shail be a compo- 
| nent material, nototherwise provided for, 30 per centum ad 
| valorem. Second. On China and porcelain ware of all de- 
seriptions, 30 per centum ad valorem; on all other earthen 
stone, or crockery ware, and all other wares composed of 
earthy or mineral substances, 50 per centum ad valorem. 
Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
| the day and vear aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
| and paid, a duty of 10 per centum on the importation of the 
articles hereinafter mentioned and embraced in this sec- 
tion ; that is to say: Acids, acetous, nitric, and all other 
acids of every description, used for medicinal purposes, or 
in the fine arts, not otherwise provided for; ammonia, sal- 
ammonia, and sulphate and carbonate of ammonia ; arrow- 
root; bamboos; bananas; bark, quilla; barks of all kinds 
not otherwise provided for; beeswax ; bleaching powders ; 
blue or Roman vitriol. or sulphate of copper ; books, printed, 
magazines, pamphlets, periodicals, and illustrated newspa- 
pers, bound or unbound, not otherwise provided for; borate 
of lime; Brazilpaste ; brimstone in rolls; building stones ; 
| cassia buds; cayenne pepper ; chronometers, box or ship’s, 
and parts thereof; chicory root; cocculus indicus ; compo- 
| sitions of glass or paste not set ; corn meal ; diamonds, cam- 
08, mosaics, gems, pearls,rubies, and other precious stones, 
imitations thereof, not set; diamonds, glaziers’, set or not 
set; engravings or plates, bound or unbound ; flocks, waste 
| or shoddy ; truit, green, ripe or dried, not otherwise pro- 
| 


vided for; furs, dressed or undressed, when on the skin ; 
furs, hatters’, dressed or undressed, when not on the skin ; 
| ginger, ground, preserved or pickled; gold beater’s skin; 
grind-stones, wrouglit or finished ; gum, copal ; gum, substr- 
i tute, or burnt starch ; gum benzoin, or benjamin ; bas ol aul 
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kinds, cleaned but unmanufactured, not otherwise provided 
for; horns, horn tips, bones, bone tips and teeth manutac 

tured; iron liquor; juniper berries; lemon and lime juice ; 
lime ; liquorice, paste, juice or root; manganese ; manna ; 
marrow and all other grease, and soap stocks and seap 
stuffs ; mineral kermes ; music printed with lines, bound or 
unbound; nitrate of lead: oat meal; oils, palm, seal, and 
cocoa nut; oranges, lemons, and limes, orange and lemon 
peel; paintings and statuary, not otberwise provided tor; 
paving stones; pearl or hulled barley; pine apples; plan 

tains; plaster of Paris, when ground ; rhubarb; rye flour; 
eago; sal-soda, and all carbonates of soda, by whatever 
name designated, not otherwise provided for; saltpeter, or 
nitrate of soda, or potash refined or partially refined; sar- 
sapariila; sepia; shaddock; sheathing paper; sponges ; 
epunk ; squilis; tapioca; taggers’ iron; Lerne tin in plates 
oF sheets; tin foil; tin in plates or sheets; vegetables not 
otherwise prov ided for; verdigris ; vermilion ; watches and 


parts of watches ; watch materials and unfinished parts of 


Watches; yams; zinc, speltef and teutenegue in sheets. 

Mec. 19. And be it further enacted, That from and alter 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, @ duty of 20 per centum on the importation ot 
the articles hereinafter mentioned and embraced in this 
section ; that is to say: blank-books, bound or unbound ; 
boards, planks, staves, lath, scantling, spars, hewn and 
sawed tunber, and timber to be used in buiiding wharves ; 
brick, fire-brick, and roofing and paving tile, not otherwise 
provided for; burgundy pitch ; calomel, and all other mer 
curial prepauations; castor oil; castorum; chocolate; 
chromate of lead; cobalt; cotton laces, cotton insertings, 
cotton trimming laces, and cotton braids; cubebs; dred 
pulp; Dutch and bronze metal in leaf; ether; feather-beds, 
feathers tor beds, and downs of all Kinds; felspar ; figblue ; 
firewood ; fish glue, or isinglass; fish skins; flour of sul 
phar; Prankiort black; fulminates, orfulmmating powders ; 
gine ; gold and silver leaf; grapes; green turtle; gunpow 
der; lair-cloth, hair seating, and all other manufactures of 
hair, not otherwise provided tor; hair, curled, moss, sea 
weed, and all other vegetable substances used tor beds or 
mattresses ; hat-bodies, made of wool, or of which wool is 
the component material of chief value ; hatter’s plush, com 
posed of silk and cotton, butof which cotton is the compo- 
nent material of chief value; lampbiack ; leather, tanned, 
bend or sole; leather, upper of all kinds; malt; manna ; 
marble, in the rough, slab, or block, unmanutfactured, and 
not squared, dressed or polished ; matting, China, and other 
floor matting, and mats made of flags, jute or grass ; metals, 
unmanufactured, not otherwise provided for; mineral and 
bituminous substances in a crude state, not otherwise pro 
vided for; musical instruments of all kinds, and strings for 
musical instruments, of whip, gut, or catgut, and all other 
strings of the same material; needles of all kinds for sew 
ing, darning and knitting ; oils, neatsfoot and other animal 
oil; spermacetsy, whale, aud other fish ol, the produce of 
foreign fisheries; osier or willow prepared for basket- 
makers’ use; paints, dry or ground in oil, not otherwise 
ae for; paper hangings and paper for screens or fire- 

oards ; patent mordaut; periodicals and other works in 
course of printing and republication in the United States ; 
pitch; potassium; quicksilver; quills; Roman cement; 
rosin ; saddiery, common tinned or japanned ; salts, epsom, 
glauber, rochelie, and all other salts and preparations of 
salts, not Otherwise provided for; shoes or boots, and other 
articles composed wholly of India-rubber, not otherwise 
provided tor; skins, tanned and dressed, of all Kinds ; skins 
of all kinds, not otherwise provided tor; slates, roofing 
slates, and slate pencils; spices of all kinds not otherwise 
provided for; spirits of turpentine; starch; stereotype 
plates ; still bottoms ; sulphate of barytes, crude or refined ; 
sulphate of quinine; tar; thread laces, and insertings ; type 
metal; types, new or old; velvet, in the piece, composed 
wholly of cotton; velvetin the piece composed of cotton 
and silk, but of which cotton is he component material of 
chief value ; whalebone, the produce ot foreign fisheries ; 
white vitriol, or sulphate of zine ; wood, unmanutactured, 
not otherwise provided for; woolen listings. 

Seo. 20. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid,a duty of 30 per centum on the importation of the 
articles herematter mentioned and embraced in this sec- 
tion; thatis to say: Alabaster and spar ornaments ; ancho 
vies, sardines, and all other fish preserved in oil; Argentine, 
Alabata, or German silver, manufactured or unmanufac 
tured; articlesembroidered with gold, silver, or other metal ; 
articles Worn by men, women, or children, of whatever ma- 
terial composed, made up,or made wholly orin part by land, 
not otherwise provided for; asses’ skins ; balsams, cosimet- 
ics, essences, extracts, pastes, perfumes, and unctures, used 
either for the toilet or for medicinal purposes ; baskets and 
all other articles composed of grass, osier, palm-leaf, straw, 
whalebone, or willow, not otherwise provided for; beads of 
umber, composition, or wax, and all beads; benzoates; bo 
logna sausages; bracelets, braids, chains, curls, or ringlets 
composed of hair, or of which hair is a component mate- 
rial; braces, suspenders, webbing, or other fabrics, com- 
posed wholiy or in part of India rubber, not otherwise pro- 
vided for; brooms and brushes of all kinds; buttons and 
butten molds of all Kinds ; cameos, real and imitation, mo- 
snes, real or imitation, when spt in gold, silver. or other 
metal; canes and sticks for walking, finished or unfinished; 
capers, pickles, and sauces of all Kinds not otherwise pro- 
vided for; caps, hats, mulls, and tippets of fur, and all other 
manulactures of fur, or of which tur shall be a component 
material; Cans, gloves, leggins, mits, socks, stockings, wove 
shirts and drawers, and ali similar articles, made on frames, 
of whatever material composed, worn by men, women, or 
children, and not otherwise provided for; card cases, 
pocket books, shell boxes, souvenirs, and all similar arti 
cles, of whatever material composed ; carriages, and parts 
of carriages; clocks, and parts of clocks; clothing, ready 
made, and wearing apparel of every description, of what- 
ever material composed, except wool, made up or manu- 
fretured wholly or in part by the tailor, seamstress, or man 
ufaeturer ; coach and harness furniture of all Kinds 5; combs 
of all kinds: com positions of glass or paste, When set: com- 
position tops fur tables or other articles of turnitmre; com 
tits, sweet-meats, or fruits preserved in brandy, or molas 
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galloons ; cotton laces, colored; court plaster; crayons of 
all kinds; cutlery of all kinds; diamonds, gems, pearls, ru- 


| bies, and other precious stones and imitations of precious 


stones, when set in gold, silver, or other metal; dolls and 
toys of all kinds; encaustic tiles ; epaulets, galloons, laces, 
knots, stars, tassels, tresses, and wings of gold, silver, or 
other metal; fans and fire screens of every description, of 
whatever material composed; feathers and flowers, arti- 
ficial or ornamental, and parts thereof, of whatever mate 

rial composed; flats, braids, plaits, sparterre, and willow 
squares, used for making hats and bonnets ; fire crackers ; 
frames and sticks for umbrellas, parasols, and sunshades, 
finished or unfinished; furniture, cabinet and household ; 
ginger, pickled-or preserved; hair pencils; bat bodies of 
cotton; hats and bonnets for men, women, and children, 
composed of straw, chip, grass, palm-leaf, willow, or any 
other vegetable substance, or of hair, whalebone, or other 
mnaterial not otherwise provided for; human hair, cleansed 
or prepared tor use ; ink and ink powder ; japanned, patent, 
or ehameled leather or skins of all kinds; japanned ware of 
all kinds, not otherwise provided for ; jewelry, real Or imita- 
tion; jet, and manufactures of jet, and imitations thereof ; 
lead pencils; maecaroni, vermicelli, gelatine, jellies, and 
all similar preparations ; manutlactures of silk, or of which 
silk shall be a component material, not otherwise provided 
for; manufactures of the bark of the cork tree, except corks ; 
manufactures of bone, shell, horn, ivory, or vegetable ivory ; 
manufactures, articles, vessels, and wares, not otherwise 
provided for, of brass, copper, gold, iron, lead, pewter, pla- 
tina, silver, tin, or other metal, or of which either of these 
metals or any other metat shall be the component material 


| of chief value; manufactures of cotton, linen, silk, wool, 


| cinal preparations, not otherwise provided for; 





or worsted, if embroidered or tamboured, in the loom or 
otherwise, by machinery, or with the needle, or other pro 

cess, not otherwise provided for; manufactures of cedar 
wood, granadilla, ebony, mahogany, rosewaod and satin- 
wood ; inanufactures of marble, marble paving tiles, and all 
marble squared, dressed, or polished, or more advanced 
than the rough block or slab; manufactures and articles of 
leather, or of which leather shall be a component part, not 
otherwise provided for; manufactures of paper, or of which 
paper ts @ component material, not otherwise provided for ; 
manufietures, articles, and wares of papier-mache ; manu- 
factures of goat’s hair, or mohair, or of which goat’s hair or 
mohair shall be a component material, not otherwise pro- 
vided for; manufactures of wood, or of which wood is the 
chief component part, not Otherwise provided for; medi- 
metallic 
pens; mineral waters ; muskets, rifles, and other firearms ; 
oil cloth of every description, of whatever material com- 
posed, not otherwise provided for; oils, volatile, essential, 
or expressed, and not otherwise provided for ; olive, salad 
oil, and all other olive oil not otherwise provided for; 
olives; paper, antiquarian, demy. drawing, eleptrant, fools- 
cap, imperial, letter, and all other paper not otherwise pro- 
vided for; paper boxes, and all other fancy boxes ; paper 
envelopes ; parasols and sunshades; patent and gilt ware 
of all kinds; playing cards; prepared vegetables, meats, 
fish, poultry, and game, sealed or unsealed, in cans or oth- 
erwise ; red-chalk pencils; saddlery of all kinds not other- 


| 


BE. 


| 


| United States Mint; cotton; cork tree bark, unmanuf: 
| tured; cream of tartar; cudbear, vegetable ; divi divi; drag. 
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tion, in American vessels, or in foreign vessels entitled } 
reciprocal treaties tobe exempt from discriminating duties 
tonnage, and other charges; coffee, the growth or produc, 
tion of the possessions of the Netherlands, imported from 
the Netherlands in the same manner; coins; gold, silver 
and copper; copper ore; copper, when imported for th¢ 


ac. 


on’s blood ; emery, in lump or pulverized ; extract of ing 
extract of madder ; extracts and decoctions of logwood, and 
other dye-woods, not otherwise provided for; felt, adhesive 
for sheathing vessels ; flints ; flint, ground ; fish, fresh caught 
for daily consumption ; fuller’s eurth ; gamboge ; ginger roo. 
gums, Arabic, Barbary, East [ndia, Jeddo, Senegal, Traga, 
eanth, and all other gums and resins, in a crude state, not 
otherwise provided for; gutta percha, unmanufactureg - 
grindstones, rough or unfinished; garden seeds, and all 


ligo; 


| other seeds for agricultural, horticultural, medicinal, and 


manufacturing purposes, not otherwise provided for ; glass 
when old and fit only to be remanufactured ; goods, wares. 
and merchandise, the growth, produce, or manufacture of 


| the United States, exported to a foreign country and brought 
| back to the United States in the same condition as whey 


| 


wise provided for; salmon, preserved; scagliola tops for | 


tables, or other articles of furniture ; sealing wax ; side-arms 
of every description ; silver-plated metal, in sheets or other 
form ; slate chimney- pieces, mantels, slabs for tables, and 
all other manufactures of slate not otherwise provided for ; 
soap, castile, perfumed, windsor, and all other kinds; 
twines and packthread of whatevermaterial composed not 
otherwise provided for; umbrellas; vellum; velvet, when 
bleached, printed, painted, or dyed ; wafers ; water colors ; 
webbing, composed of wool, cotton, flax, or any other ma- 
terial. 

Sec 





. 21. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, the importation of the articles 
hereinafter mentioned, and embraced in this section, shall 
be exempt from duty ; that is tosay: Acids, acetic, benzoic, 
boracic, citric, muniatic, white and yellow oxalic, sulphuric, 
pyroligneous, and tartaric, and all acids, of every descrip- 
tion, used for chemical and manufacturing purposes, not 
otherwise provided for; alcornoque; all books, mabs, charts, 
mamsematical, nautical instruments, philosophical appara- 
tus, and all other articles whatever, imported for the use of 
the United States ; all philosophical apparatus, instruments, 
books, maps, and charts, statues, statuary, busts and casts 
of marble, bronze, alabaster, or plaster of Paris; paintings 
and drawings, etchings, specimens of sculpture, cabinets of 
coins, medals, gems, and all collections of antiquity: Pro- 
vided, The same be specially imported in good faith for the 


use of any society incorporated and established for philo- | 


sophical or literary purposes, or for the encouragement of 
the fine arts, or for the use, or by the order of any college, 
academy, school, or seminary of learning in the United 
States; aloes; amber; ambergris ; annatto, roucou or Or- 
leans; animal carbon, (bone black ;) animals, living, of ail 
kinds; anise seed; antimony, crude or regulus of; argol or 
erude tartar; arsenic 3; articles in a crude state, used in dye- 





ing or tanning, not otherwise provided for ; asphaltuim ; assa- | 
tetida; bark, Peruvian § barilla, or soda ash ; bells, old. and | 


bell metal; berries, nuts, flowers, plants, and vegetables 


used exclusively in dyeing, or in composing dyes, but no | 


article shall be classed as such that has undergone any man- 
ufacture; bismuth; bitter apples; bolting cloths; 
burnt, and bone dust; books, maps and charts imported by 


bones, | 


authority of the Joint Library Committee of Congress for | 


the use of the Library of Congress: Provided, That, if in 
any case, a contract shall have been made with any book- 
seller, importer, or other person aforesaid, shall lave paid 


| thre duty, or included the duty, in said contract, in such ease 


the duty shal! be remitted; borax, crude or tincal; boucho | 


leaves; brass, in pigs or bars, or when old and fit only to 
be remanufactured; brazil wood, braziletto, and all other 
dye-woods, in sticks ; breecia, in blocks or slabs; brimstone, 


crude, in bulk ; brime; bsonze liquor; bronze powder ; bul- 
lion, gold and silver; burr stones, wrought or unwrought, | 


but unmanufactured; cabinets of coins, medals, and all 
other collections of antiquities ; cadmium ; calamine ; cam- 
phor, crude; cantharides; castor beans, or seeds; chalk, 
Freneh chalk, and red chatk; clay, unwrought; cochineal ; 
cocoa, cocoa.shells, and coeoar nuts; coffee and tea, when 


res; coral, CRt Or manutactared § cotton Cords; gimps. and | imported direet from the place of their growth or produc- 


exported, upon which no drawback or bounty has been aj. 
lowed: Provided, That all regulations to ascertain the iden. 
tity thereof, prescribed by existing laws, or which may be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be com- 
plied with; guano; household effects, old, and in use of 
persons or families from foreign countries, if used abroad 
by them, and not intended for any other person or persons, 
or for sale; hair of all kinds, uncleaned and unmanufac- 
tured ; India rubber, in bottles, slabs, or sheets, unmannufac-. 
tured ; India rubber, milk of; indigo; iodine; ioe; ipeeac. 
uanha; iridium; iris, orris root; ivory, unmanufactured; 


|| jalap; junk, old, and oakum; lac dye; lac spirits; lac sul- 


phur; lastings, cut in strips or patterns of the size and shape 
for shoes, slippers, boots, bootees, gaiters, and buttons, ex- 
clusively, not combined with india rubber; leeches; mad- 
der, ground or prepared, and madder root; marine coral, 
unmanufactured ; machinery suitable for the manufacture 
of flax and linen goods only, and imported for that purpose 
solely, but not including that which may be used tor any 
other manufactures ; maps and charts ; models of inventions 
and other improvements in the arts; Provided, That no ar- 
ticle or articles shall be deemed a model, or improvement, 
which can be fitted for use; munject, or India madder ; na 

tron ; nickel ; nutgalls ; nux vomica ; oil, spermaceti, whale, 
and other fish of American fisheries, and all other articles 
the produce of such fisheries ; orange and lemon peel ; orpi- 
ment; paintings and statuary, the production of American 
artists residing abroad, and all other paintings and statuary: 
Provided, The same be imported in good faith as objects of 


| taste, and not of merchandise; palm leaf, unmanufactured; 


pearl, mother of; personal and household effects, not mer- 


| chandise, of citizens of the United States dyimg abroad ; 


plaster of Paris, or sulphate of lime, unground ; platina, un- 
manufactured; plumbago or graphite; polishing stones; 
pumice and pumice stones ; rags, of whatever material, ex- 
cept Wool; ratans and reeds, unmanufactured; rotten stone ; 
salts of tin; safflower; saffron and saffron cake ; saltpeter, 
or nitrate of soda, or potash, when crude; seedlac ; seeds, 
of all kinds, not otherwise provided for ; sheathing metal, 
or yellow metal, not wholly of copper, nor wholly or in part 
of iron, ungalvanized; shellac; shingle bolts and stave 
bolts; silk. raw, or as reeled from the cocoon, not being 


| doubled, twisted, or advanced in manufacture in any way; 


smalts; specimens of natural history, mineralogy, or bot- 
any; substances expressly used for manure ; sumac; terra 
japonica, catechu or cutch; tin, in pigs, bars, or blocks; 
tortoise and other shells, unmanufactured ; trees, shrubs, 
bulbs, plants, and roots, not otherwise provided for; turm- 
erie ; vanilla beans; wearing apparel in actual use, and 
other personal effects, (not  merchandise,) professional 
books, implements, instruments and tools of trade, occu 
pation, or employment, of persons arriving in the United 
States: Provided, That this exemption shall not be con- 
strued to include machinery, or other articles imported tor 
use in any manufacturing establishment, or for sale ; weld; 
woad or pastel; woods, namely: cedar, lignumvite, lance- 
wood, ebony, box, granadilla, mahogany, rosewood, satin 
wood, and all cabinet woods, unmanufactured ; wool, un- 
manufactured, and all hair of the goat, alpacea, and other 
like animals, unmanufactured, the value whereof, at the 
last port or place from whence exported to the United 
States, shall be 16 cents, or under, per pound. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of all raw or unmanufactured 
articles, not herein enumerated or provided for, a duty of 
10 per centum ad valorem; and on all articles manulac- 
tured, in whole or in part, not herein enumerated or pro- 
vided for, a duty of 20 per centum ad valorem. 

Sec. 23. and be it farther enacted, That all goods, wares 
and merchandise which may be in the publie stores, on the 


| day and year aforesaid, shall be subject to no other duty 


upon the entry thereof, than if the same were imported re- 
spectively after that day. *. 

Sec. 24. 4nd be it further enacted, That wherever the 
word * ton’? is used in this act, in reference to weight, it 
shall be deemed, and taken to be, twenty hundred weight, 
each hundred weight being one hundred and twelve pounds 
avoirdupois. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That railroad iron, 
partially or wholly worn, may be imported into the United 
States without payment of duty, under bond to be witl- 
drawn and exported after the said railroad iron shali have 
been repaired, or remanufactured ; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to prescribe 
such rules and regulations as may be necessary to protect 
the revenue against fraud, and to secure the identity, char- 
ficter, arid weight, of all such importations, when again 
withdrawn and exported, restricting and limiting the export 
and withdrawal to the same port of entry where imported, 
and algo Jimiting all bonds téa period of time of not more 
than six months from the date of importation. , 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That no claim for 
abatement or diminution of duty shall be allowed by reason 


or on account of any damage or depreciation in value of 


any goods, wares, or merchandise, arising after exportation, 
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: : a {| 3 . . . 1} 
put the same shall be valued as at the time of exportation; || the Hall on pressing business when his name was 





por shall any such deduction be made for or by reason of 
any discount or abatement from the value contained in the 


nvoice. ‘ : 
; Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That the annual statis- 
tical accounts of the commerce of the United States with | 


foreign countries, required by existing laws, shall hereafter 
pe made up and completed by the Register of the Treasury, 
under the direction ot the Secretary of the Treasury, so as to | 
comprehend and inelade in tabular form the quantity by 
weight or measure, as Well as the amount of value of the 


several articles of foreign commerce, whether dutiable or || of the House to report, from the Committee on 


therwise 3 and also a sunilar and separate statement of the 
ecommerce of the United States with the British Provinces | 
under the late so-called reciprocity treaty with Great 
Bntain. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
of acts repugnant to the provisions of this act be, and the | 
came are hereby, repealed: Provided, that the existing 
jaws shall extend to, and be in force for, the collection of 
the duties imposed by thisact, for the prosecution and pun- 
jshment of all offenses, and for the recovery, collection, 
and distribution, and remission of all fines, penalties, and | 
forfeitures, as fully and effectually as if every regulation, 
penalty, forfeiture, provision, clause, matter, and thing, to | 
thateflect, in the existing laws contained, had been inserted | 


in and reénacted by this act. 1] 


Mr. McQUEEN. I move that there be a call | 
of the House, with a view of bringing in mem- 
bers before the vote is taken on this important | 
question. | 
The motion was disagreed to—ayes 40, noes | 
123. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HUGHES. 1 wish to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, whether, if the rules 
are suspended, he will a:low all propositions on 
the subject of the revenue to come before the 
House ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


I object to debate. 

Mr. SICKLES. I wish t6 make an inquiry | 
of the Chair. I desire to ask the Chair whether, 
if the rules are suspended, this, as a revenue bill, 
will not have to go to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to debate. 

Mr. SICKLES. I have aright to make the | 
inquiry of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The bill must go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to inquiries of the 
Chair being made. 

Mr. SICKLES. 


quiry. 


I had aright to make the in- 


= 


! 


|| Miles, Miller, Millson, Moore. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Let the Chair decide whether | 


the gentleman has the right or not. 
Mr. DEWART. The Chair has decided, and 


has answered the question. 


The question was taken on Mr. Pumtips’s mo- | 


tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
122, nays 91; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Arnold, Barr, | 


Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buf- 
finton, Burlingame, Case, Cavanaugh, Chaifee, Chapman, 
Lara Clark, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Colfax, Comins, Corning, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of 
Maryland, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, 
Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dimmick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Fiorence, Foster, Giddings, Gillis, Gilman, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 


Harlan, Harris, Hateh, Hickman, Horton, Howard, Huyler, | 


Owen Jones, Keim, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Jolin 
C. Kunkel, Landy, Leach, Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, Hum- 


plirey Marshall, Mason, Matteson, Maynard, Montgomery, | 


Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, 


William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pike, Potter, Potte, Purvi- | 
ance, Reilly, Rieaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, | 
John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Sickles, Stanton, | 


William Stewart, Tappan, George Taylor, Thayer, Thomp- 
son, Tompkins, Underwood, Vance, Walbridge, Waldron, 


Walton, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellinu B. Wash- | 
burne, Israel Washburn, White, Whiteley, Wilson, Wood, | 


and Zollicofter— 122, 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Bocock, Bowie, B®yce, Branch, Burnett, Caskie, John B. 
Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of In- 
diana, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Eustis, Faulkner, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Goode, 
Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, Hawkins, Hill, Hoard, Hodges, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, Keitt, Lamar, Lawrence, Letcher, Ma- 
clay, McQueen, McRae, Samuel S. Marshall, Miles, Miller, 
Millson, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Mott, Niblack, Nichols, 
Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Powell, Ready, Reagan, 
Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Seward, Aaron Shaw, 
Heury M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel 
A. Smith, William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stephens, 
“tevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, Miles Taylor, Trippe, 
Vallandigham, Watkins, Augustus it. Wright, and John 
V. Wright—91. 


So (two-thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 
During the call of the roll, 


| 
called; and asked leave to vote. 


Mr. DEAN objected. 

Mr. BONHAM stated that if he had been in 
the Hall, he should have voted ** no.”’ 

Mr. BRYAN made a similar statement. - 


REPEAL OF FISHING BOUNTIES. 
Mr. MILLSON. I ask the unanimous consent 


Commerce, a bill that will secure an annual sav- 
ing of $400,000. It is Senate bill (No. 10) repeal- 
ing all laws or parts of laws granting allowances 
or bounties to vessels employed in the bank or 
other cod fisheries. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. MILLSON. 
rules. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I demand the 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 104, nays 104; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Bishop, Boecock, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, 
Caskie, John B. Clark, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, 
James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, Edmund 


I object. 
| move a suspension of the 


}} son, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, 


Gilmer, Goode, Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, Hill, 
Hodges, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, 
| Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, 
| Lawrence, Leiter, Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, MeRae, 
| Humphrey Marshall, Samuel! 8. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, 
Isaac N. Morris, Mott, Nib- 
| lack, Nichols, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, John 3. Phelps, 
| Powell, Ready, Reagan, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, 
| Scales, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 

Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wil 
| iam Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. 
Stewart, Talbot, Trippe, Vallandigham, Vance, Ward, 
Watkins, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, 
Augustus R. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—104. 


i} NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Arnold, 
|| Billinghurst, 
|| finton, Burlingame, Case, Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, 


|| Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, 


jingham, Blair, Bliss, Bowie, Brayton, But 


Comins, Corning, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Massa 
chusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dick, 
Dimmick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Florence, Foster, Giddings, 
Gillis, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grover, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harris, Hickinan, Hoard, Horton, 
Howard, Owen Jones, Keim, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Jobn 
C. Kunkel, Landy, Leach, Leidy, Lovejoy, Matteeou, 
Montgomery, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Free- 
man H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Olin, Palmer, 
Parker, Phillips, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Reilly, 
ticand, Ritchie. Robbins, Rovee, John Saerman, Judson 
W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, 
Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Walton. Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel] Washburn, White, Wilson, and 
Wood—104. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
| rules were not suspended. 
LAND TITLES IN MINNESOTA. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota. Task the unan- 


imous consent of the House to have taken from 
the Speaker’s table Senate bill (No. 432) to con- 
firm certain entries heretofore allowed under the 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i] 


| 


act entitled ** An act making appropriations for | 


the service of the Post Office Department during 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1856.”’ 


The bill, which was read, provides that all | 


entries which have heretofore been allowed by 


third proviso to the first section of said act, in the 
|| following words: ** That each contractor engaged, 
or to be engaged, in carrying mails through any 
of the Territories, west of the Mississippi, shall 
have the privilege of occupying stations at the 
rate of not more than one for every twenty miles 
of the route on which he carries a mail, and shall 
| have a preémption right thereon when the same 
| shall be brought into market, to the extent of six 
| hundred and forty acres, to be taken contiguous- 


mountain, or other defile,’’ be confirmed, subject 
to any bona fide claim under any law of the Uni- 





eral Land Office be directed to issue patents for 
the land embraced in said entries. 

Mr. ENGLISH. | object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Minnesota will be permitted to 





state the reasons why this bill should pass, be- 


Mr. BONHAM stated that he was absentfrom || fore the vote is taken. 


registers and receivers, under that portion of the || 


| ly, and to include his improvements; but no such 
preémption right shall extend to any oom in a | 


ted States, to the whole or any portion of the lands || 
embraced in said entries or locations, made prior | 
to the date of the selection thereof by the persons | 
aforesaid; and that the Commissioner of the Gen- | 
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Mr. COBB. If the House will allow,I will 
state that the Committee on Public Lands have 
had this question under consideration, and have 
unanimously instructed me to report a bill sim- 
ilar, in every respect, to this. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to know 
whether it is the intention to refer that bill to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
if the rules are suspended to let it come in? I 
would like to know whether these contractors 
perform their service ? 

Several Mempers objected to debate. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota. | move that the 
rules be suspended for the purpose I have indi- 
cated. Butbefore the questionis put, permit me to 
say that this bill was unanimously recommended 
by the Committee on Public Lands in the Senate, 
and was unanimously passed by the Senate. The 
bill was prepared by the Secretary of the Interior, 
and its passage recommended by him; and our 
Committee on Public Lands unanimously ordered 
it to be reported to this House. Its passage will 
do an act of justice, will take no money from the 
Treasury, but rather save the public Treasury 
from the repayment of about $25,000 of the mo- 
ney ithas received from these entries, which were 
made by the contractors, with cash, at $1 25 per 
“acre, in good faith, and under the decision and 
direction of the United States district land officers. 

Mr. CAVANAUGH demanded the yeas and 
nays; but subsequently withdrew that demand, 
and called for ‘tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
and Goocn were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 79, noes @1. 

Mr. CAVANAUGH. I demand the yeas and 
nays. I wish the House would allow me to say 
a word in reference to this bill. It was prepared 
and recommended by the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior. 

Several Members objected to debate. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered: 

So the rules were not suspended. 


30NHAM 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Unions I intend to move to take up the Post 
Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman 
to yield to me, to move that there be one day set 
apart for territorial business. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I cannot yield 
for one without yielding for others. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Hopkins in the chair.) 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
| House now proceed to the consideration of 
House bill (No. 872) making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department during 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1860. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I object, unless this bill is 
the first bill upon the Calendar. 

Mr.GROW. Is that the first bill upon the 
Calendar ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I make a motion 
that the committee proceed to the consideration 
l of the bill I have indicated. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to; there being, on a division—ayes ninety- 
nine; noes not counted, 

| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
committee do now rise; and I make that motion 
with a view to close general debate on this bill. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Hopxins 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly House bill (No. 872) making appropria- 
tions for the service of the Post Office Department 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1860, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move the usual 
resolution, that general debate on that bill be 
closed within five minutes after its consideration 
is again resumed in the Committee of the Whole 
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on the state of the Union; and on that motion I 
shall call for the previous question. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. lask the gentleman to ex- 
tend the time to.two hours. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
that much time to spare. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was adopted. 


CONSULAR BILL. 


We have not 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed the consular 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, with certain 
amendments, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask that the 
bill be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and hope there will be no objection. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL=—AGAIN. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee. of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House re- 
solved -itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hopkins in the 
chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee is the Post Office appropriation bill. 

The bill was read a first time for information, 
and was then read by paragraphs for amendment. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

* For transportation of the mails, (inland,) $12,633,060.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. If gentlemen will 
refer to Executive Document No. 54, they will 
find the estimates submitted by the Postmaster 
General for the inland mail service during the en- 
suing fiscal year. In that estimate there was em- 
braced the sum of $250,000 for the compensation 
now being paid to the Tehuantepec Company. 
The Committee of Ways and Means transferred 
that estimate to the mail steamer appropriation 
bill, diminishing this item, of course, to that ex- 
tent. 


Mr. BLAIR. I move to amend by adding, after 
the clause last read, the following proviso: 

Provided, however, That the contract with Butterfield & 
Co., for carrying the mail from the Mississippi river to San 
Francisco, in California, shall be so construed as to allow 
said Contractors to carry the mail by any route they may se 
ject, in accordance with the act of Congress under which 
said contract purports to be made. 

. So that the section will read: 

For the transportation of the mails, (inland,) $12,633,060 ; 
Provided, &c. 

Mr. RHELPS, of Missouri. 
ment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
The service is already provided for. 

Mr. REAGAN. I present this point of order. 
This contract with Butterfield & Co.is made un- 
der law, and is a question disposed of. If this 
amendment were allowed, it would change exist- 
ing law, and the existing contract; and thatis cer- 
tainly not in order as an amendment to an appro- 
priation bill. 


The CHAIRMAN, 


Is that amend- 


The Chair thinks it isa 


mere regulation of the service; not a change of | 


law. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the law will be read, 
that we may see whether the amendment does 
change it. 

Mr. GROW. The amendment provides that 
the service shall be according to law. 

Mr. BLAIR. 
last Congress passed a law authorizing the Post- 
master General to contract for carrying the mail 
overland from some point on the Mississippi 
river, to be selected by the contractors, to San 
Francisco, California. Under this law, bids were 
invited by the Postmaster General for several 
routes, The Postmaster General required the mail 
to be carried, starting from St. Louis and running 
down to the thirty-second parallel, then across to 
Fort Yuma, and up again to San Francisco, add- 
ing nine hundred miles to the distance. This, 
Mr. Chairman, was in violation of the act, and 
in derogation of the duty confided to him. At 





The Chair supposes so. 


It will be recollected that the 


which was sent to the Post Office Committee to 
correct this violation of law on the part of the || 
Postmaster General, but I have not heard of it till 
this day. 

I therefore propose this amendment, so as to 
compel the Postmaster General to execute the law | 
as it stands upon the statute-book. I understand 
sir, that one of the great motives which may have 
induced the Postmaster General to order the mail 
to be carried down to the thirty-second parallel of 
latitude was, that he himself was the owner of a 
large body of land in Arkansas, through which 
this mail route runs. Another reason was, to in- 
fluence the location of a Pacific railroad route. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Missouri whether he knows that the Post- 
master General ownsa large body of land in Ark- 
ansas, through which this route runs? 

Mr. BLAIR. | have it on the authority of two 
members of this House; and whenever it shall 
be denied, | can give the names of those mem- 
bers who informed me of the fact. 

The law says that the contractor shall select | 
the point on the Mississippi river; and that in- 
cludes the selection of the route itself. Does any 
man suppose that, if these contractors had se- 
lected St. Paul as the point from which the route 
was to start, the Postmaster General could have 
come in and required them to carry the mails from 
St. Paul down to El Paso, and across in that way ? 
In making the contract as he did, has he not vio- 
lated the spirit and letter of the law? Sir, it is as 
plain as anything can be that here is a violation 
of the law, whether for a purpose personal to the 
Postmaster General himself, or for the political 
purpose of influencing the location of the Pacific 
railroad, it is not necessary to consider; and I de- 
sire that the Congress of the United States shall 
have power to correct an abuse of which the Post- 
master General has been guilty. 

Mr. SCOTT. I would like to have the law 
read. 
Mr. REAGAN. This Butterfield contract is 
one that was made by the Government on great | 
consideration. It isa contract under which the 
Government pays some six hundred thousand 
dollars a year for the transportation of the mails 
across the continent, from the Mississippi river to 
the Pacific ocean. It may be that a modification 
was made of the terms on which the bids should 
be made by the Department, for the purpose of 
enabling bidders to bid on the most practicable 
and convenient route. It is a fact, which is, per- 
haps, within the knowledge of the gentleman 
from Missouri, that there were several Cabinet 
meetings, at which arguments in favor of, and 
against, the several routes, were deliberately con- 
sidered. All the facts were fully presented, and 
the relative merits of the different routes were ' 
considered. The contract was concluded with 
the Butterfield company for the route over which 
the mails are now carried. That company has 
commenced operations upon the route. ‘The line 
has been stocked; their depots have been estab- 
lished; stations have been arranged; the route is 
in successful operation, Public expectation has 
been disappointed in this, that the contract has 
been faithfully and punctually performed, and 
that, too, in less time than was contemplated by 
the contract of twenty-five days from San Fran- | 
cisco to St. Louis. Everything connected with 
it has surpassed public expectation. It passes 
over a country having no interruption by snow 
and ice. Itpasses overa country where there are 
good roads. 
be encountered upon any other Known route, as 
exhibited by the surveys of the Pacific railroad, 
which are familiar to most members of the House. 
Now, after all this has been done, after the con- 
tract has been made, depots established, and the 
route is in successful operation; after it has been 
demonstrated that the object of the Government 
hag been attained, we have a proposition to au- 
thorize the contractors, at their will, to change the 
contract. I have no idea that they will change 
the contract, if they are allowed to do so; yet I 
think that the proposition, coming up in this 
irregular way under the five minutes’ debate, is not 
showing proper respect to the action of the Gov- 


ernment in reference to a matter of such conse- || 
quence. [ trust the members will not, in view of || 


what has been done, yndertake to disturb the ac- 


tion of the Government in relation to this route. |, SM 
the beginning of last session, | prepared an act || It has been said that one reason why the mail || be as it is now, and of course the 


| tract? 
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has been carried over this route is, because thp 


Postmaster General owns lands in the State of 
Arkansas. As to that, I have no information; by; 


| 1 think that any one acquainted with the Pog. 


master General might safely affirm that his action 
as an executive officer would never be controljed 


| by any selfish interest of that description. And jr 
| he has land there, does that affect the 


\ quality of 
the route? Does that affect the transmission of 


the mails? Does that affect the virtue of the con. 
I think it is assuming a great deal—if j; 


| be granted, about which I know nothing, that the 


Postmaster General does own lands in Arkansas 


|—to say that that fact vitiates a contract entered 


It avoids the difficulties that would || 


into, not by him alone, but entered into after fy| 
consideration, by the President and the whole 
Cabinet, and a careful review of the advantages 
and disadvantages of all the routes. I trust tha: 
this contract will not be interfered with in this 
irregular and hasty manner. 


Mr. BLAIR. ‘This is the law: 


* Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the Postinaster 
General be, and heis hereby, authorized to contract for the 
conveyance of the entire letter mail, from such point on the 
Mississippi river as the contractors may select, to San Fran- 
cisco, in the State of California, for six years, at a cost nor 
exceeding $300,000 per annum for semi-monthly, $450,009 
for weekly, or $600,000 for semi-weekly service ; to be per- 
formed semi-monthly, weekly, or semi-weekly, at the op- 
tion of the Postmaster General.”’ 

The question was taken on Mr. Brarr’s amend- 
ment; and it was agreed to—ayes 86, noes 5]. 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. I donot know whether I have 
waived any right, but I trust I may be permitted 
to add an amendment to the amendment, which 
has just been adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is too late. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to propose an amend- 
ment providing that if a new route is to be estab- 
lished, the contract shall be readvertised and relet. 
I trust | may be permitted to offer that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It would not 
be in order, anyhow. 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I move to add at 


| the end of the nineteenth line, which reads, “ for 
| advertising, $70,000,”’ the following: 


Provided, That the advertising shall be in the two news- 
papers in each State having the largest circulation. 


The only remark I desire to make is this: the 
advertising of the Post Office Department, in Ohio, 


_is done in two insignificent papers, the aggregate 


circulation of which, I do not think, would ex- 
ceed two thousand. One of them is published in 
an interior town; and itis about the only county 


town in the State to which a railroad does not 


run. I do not know where the other is published; 
it is somewhere in the southern part of the State. 


| There has been a good deal of abuse growing out 
| of this advertising business, and I think that Con- 


gress ought to regulate it. I therefore offer the 


amendment. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think that this 


| amendment might cause considerable embarrass- 


ment, The great object is, that this information 
shall be so circulated as to reach the people. 
Now, sir, to divide it up among the small country 
papers in the different localities, is, perhaps, the 
best way by which this intelligence can be circu- 
lated. [Laughter.]) Gentlemen may laugh; but 
itisso. If you put it in the principal papers of 
the States, it will only reach the politicians; 
whereas, if it is put in the county papers, it goes 
to the door of every man’s house. In my district, 
in Virginia, I have selected the county papers 
and publish in each the advertisements for the 


service in that county, and in that way this in- 


formation reaches all portions of the district. 
Now, sir, if the gentleman’s proposition prevail, 
there will be selected only two political papers 1" 
each State in which to publish proposals for all 


_ the routes in that State. Then there will be thou- 
sands who will never see the proposals from the 


| 
| 


| 
| 
i 
| 


Department. I think the proposition is calculated 
to defeat the diffusion of general information 
which, I presume, we all have in view. The best 
way, in my judgment, to disseminate this inform: 
ation, is to make the publication in the county 
papers. 
r. GROW. Does the gentleman propose 
publish in each county paper of the State? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Let the publication 
ostmaster 
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use the General will see to it that the best mode of pub- || bama take care of their own newspapers. Now, ‘| two different sections of the State, so that each ' 
state of jication is adopted for the most general dissem- || | say that the purpose is better attained in the || section should have an opportunity to know what j 
on; but ination of the desired information. Itis palpable || plan which I suggest. This amendment proposes || the advertisement proposes, and that parties dis- t 
e Post. to us all, that, if the publication is made in the | to take away from the Postmaster General the | posed to contract might have an opportunity of ! 
8 action county papers, the information will reach those || very discretion which enables him to save money. | doing so, on the information thus acquired. It ? 
itrolled who are most likely to bid for contracts for car- | Now, I submit to gentlemen who are now smitten | seems to me that the proposition is a very im- 3 
And if rying the mail. , we | with this desire to be economical, who desire to | portant addition to the amendment of the gentle- 5 
ality of Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, obtained the floor. || save the public money, who are striking at work- || man from Ohio. ‘ 
sion of The CHAIRMAN stated that debate on the } ing men, and are reducing the compensation paid The question was taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 
he con. pending proposition was exhausted. || to working people, whether it would not be better || amendment; and it was agreed to. 
l—if jt Mr. HOUSTON. I make a point of order on || to continue this service as it is now carried on? Mr. NICHOLS. Is it in order now to move 
that the the amendment: it proposes a change of existing || Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 1 oppose the || to strike out the whole clause? 
‘kansas law. || amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 
entered The CHAIRMAN. The Chairthinks thatthe || as well as the amendment of the gentleman from Mr. NICHOLS. I make that motion. 
ter full amendmentisin order. ‘The law provides for the || Ohio. No economy will be accomplished by the || Mr. FLORENCE. I desire first to perfect the 
whole publication of these proposals, and the amend- || course proposed by the gentleman from Ohio. || clause proposed to be stricken out, by adding the 
AN tages ment is only in execution of that law. A discretion must be left to the executive depart- || following: 
Ist tha: Mr. HOUSTON. I make the point that it || ment, in selecting newspapers in which the adver- And that the advertising shall be given to the paper near- i 
in this changes the law. It not only limits the law, but || tising the annual mail lettings shall be made. This || st the center point of where the service is to be performed. 
it makes another law. || item of appropriation embraces not merely the Mr. NICHOLS. Has the gentleman the floor, 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the || annual advertisements of mail lettings, but also || or have I the floor? 
stinaster amendment is in order. It is a mere restriction || the advertisement of uncalled-for letters; and these The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would 
*t for the of power under the law. | || latter are directed to be published in the newspa- || be competent for the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
mee the Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I would like to || pers having the largest circulation, and this is to | to move to perfect the clause before the question 
Peedi en, offer this amendment: | be decided by the local postmaster. | is taken on striking it out. 
$450,000 Provided further, hat it shall not be necessary forthe || Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. The gentleman || Mr. FLORENCE. The argument of the gen- 
0 be per Postmaster General to require the advertisements to be pub- || from Missouri willaliow me to say thatmy amend- || tleman from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] ought, in 
t the op. lished in any paper in the city of Washington. | ment does notat all affect the advertisement of || my judgment, to convince the committee of the 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. That amendment | uncalled-for letters. impracticability of thisamendment, The papers 
amend- jsnotin order. It proposes achange of existing || Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. This appropri- || having the largest circulation in the States are 
sol. law. {| ation embraces both classes of advertising. published in the large cities, and do not reach 
of the Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. IT wish to modify Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. My amendment || the people whe are to bid for these contracts. If 
I my amendment so that it will read: || does not. | the amendment provided that the advertisements 
rT have Provided, That the advertising the mail routes in each | Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. With regard to || should be inserted in the paper having the largest 
rmitted State and Territory shall be made only in two newspapers | the advertising of the mail lettings, much must || circulation within a circuit of fifty miles, the ob- 
» Which of the largest circulation in said State or Territory. || be permitted to rest in the discretion of the De- || ject might be.attained. But it would be throwing 
Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a point of order. I || partment. I can only speak of the manner in || money away to put these Post Office advertise- 
think the amendment, as amended, is surely a || which the advertisements for lettings are distrib- || ments in the city papers when the service is to be 
amend. change of existing law. The law is, that two pa- |! uted in the State which I have the honor in part erformed hundreds and hundreds of miles off. 
p eatan- pers ina State may be selected. The amend- | to represent. The Postmaster General was un- || | have had some opportunities of knowing some- 
d relet. ment changes the law, and says that two papers || willing to grant the request made of him by the || thing about this matter; and I know that to put q 
amend- of the largest circulation shall have the publica- || delegation for the publication of the annual Post || the advertisements in the paper in the city of Phil- 
tion. There could not be a more distinct change || Office advertisements last year; but | thought he | adelphia having the largest circulation, would cost 
uld not of law. | exhibited a commendable zeal in placing notice || six or ten times as much as to put them in the 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the || of the mail lettings within the reach of all, while || county papers; and it will not answer the purpose 
add at amendment is in order. It leaves discretion to || he did not increase the expenditures of advertis- | had in view, which is to get the proposals for 
8, “‘ for the Postmaster General as under the law. ing over those of the four preceding years. The || service before those who are to bid for it. Gen- 
Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment makes a || law requires these annual advertisements to be || tlemen must recollect that the service performed 
yO news- change of the law. The Postmaster General is || published in two newspapers in the State for || in some counties in the State does not cost fifty 
obliged to advertise in the papers having the | twelve weeks; but it also permits the Postmaster || dollars; and to advertise that service in the paper 
lis: the largest circulation. General to publish them in other newspapers. || having the largest circulation in the city of Phil- 
n Ohio, The CHAIRMAN. The House cannot amend | He did not give them to the same newspapers for || adelphia, will cost three times as much as the ser- 
rregate anything unauthorized by law. These advertise- || the whole length of time, but only for two or | vice itself costs. I think that the amendment of, 
ld ex- ments are authorized by law, and the House can | three weeks; advertising the rest of the time in || the gentleman from Ohio would lead to an extrav- 
shed in limit the appropriation in any way it pleases. || other newspapers. By this means the most ex- || agantand uselessexpenditure of the public money; 
county The gentleman from Alabama jnioniiven the rules. || tended publication was given to the advertise- || and I hope that it will be rejected by the House. 
es not Mr. FLORENCE. I move to add five dollars || ments. I hope, therefore, the amendment of the || Mr. NICHOLS. I propose to say all [ in- 
lished; to the appropriation. I suggest to the gentleman || gentleman from Ohio will not be adopted. tended to say, in opposition to the amendmentof 
2 State, from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman,] and the committee, || Mr. FLORENCE withdrew his amendment. || the gentleman from Pennsylvania. Now, in my 
ing out that the adoption of his amendment will prevent | The question was taken on Mr. Suerman’s || view, this provision for advertising the Post 
at Con- the accomplishment of the very object he has in || amendment; and it was agreed to; there being, || Office lettings is wholly unnecessary, and a use- 
fer the view. The Postmaster General, under the law, || on a division—ayes 64, noes 60. ‘| less waste of money.- The Post Office Depart- 
selects the newspaper having a circulation in the || Mr. LETCHER. | propose to amend by add- |) ment prints these proposals in pamphlet form, 
at this immediate vicinity of the routes for which the | ing at the end of the clause the following: | and sends them to all the post offices throughout 
arrass- contracts are to be made. He can, under the || 4nd provided further, That the two papers aforesaid shall || the congressional districts in the Union. hey 
mation amendment, select only two papers in which to | not be selected in the same city or town in any State or || are accessible there, and are examined by those 
people. ublish the same advertisement. Under the law, || Territory. | who propose to be contractors for mail service. 
ountry e may, as he does, occupy the columns of fifty | Mr. NICHOLS. I would suggest to the gen- || It was formerly the custom to select two or three 
ps, the different newspapers of a State. The paper having | tleman from Virginia to add, ** and they shall not || leading papers, having the largest circulation in 
» circu- the largest circulation is generally in the metrop- | be of the same politics.”’ [Laughter.]} || the State, as the medium of laying these propo- 
‘h; but olis of a State, and these advertisements will not | Mr. LETCHER. I think the amendment || sals before the people; but within the last six or 
pers of reach those who would most likely bid for the || which I offer is a very proper one to the amend- || eight years that system has been changed, and 
cians; ' contracts. County papers in the vicinity of the | ment that has just been adopted. I imagine that || the Post Office advertisements are published in 
it goes mail routes are the pres that are selected by the || in almost every State and Territory in this Union || gross in the leading papers of this city, and then 
istrict, | Postmaster General. He can advertise in those || it will happen that the papers published at the || cut up into sections and divided amongst a whole 
papers papers ata less Gost. Their circulation is limited || seat of government, or at some one commercial || swarm of papers throughout the different Statés, 
or the to the immediate vicinity. They will not charge || point, within a State or Territory, of the most || in order to gratify the clamor that the publishers 
his in- one half what a city paper does. I know that the || importance, will be those having the largest cir- || of certain newspapers have made for a division 
istrict. practice of the immediate predecessor of the pres- || culation. ‘lake, for example, the State of Ohio. || of the spoils. I say, then, that the whole object 
revail, ent Postmaster General was to distribute the post || I imagine that the papers of Cincinnati all have || can be attained by the publication of these Bost 
pers in office advertising all over the State. I know that | a much larger circulation than those of any of | Office lettings in the leading newspapers here, 
for all was the practice in Pennsylvania. [Laughter.] || the other cities or towns. And so with regard | and then distributing in pamphlet form by the 
. thou- Gentlemen laugh. Well, I will say that the ad- || to my own State. The papers of the city of | Department to the post offices throughout the 
ym the Vertisements were published in the Democratic || Richmond will be found to have a larger circula- | country. This appropriation is, therefore, en- 
ulated newspapers nearest the neighborhood of the || tion than those of any other part of the State. tirely unnecessary; and, in my judgment, it is a 
nation routes, and I approved of that distributicn of || Now, would itnot be proper, in publishing this || mere fund for the sustenance of partisan papers. 
1e best patronage. | sort of advertisements, to put them in two of the || I do not want to see a swarm of honest country 
nform- Mr. BLISS. The gentleman states that that | Richmond papers? denying, in a great measure, || printers attracted here by a desire of participating 
sounty was the practice in his State. I want to state the | to one whole portion of the State all opportunity || in the spoils of this Government, to spend just 
ractice in my State. One of the papers my col- || of seeing them—except so far as they might be | about as much money in paying hotel bills as 
ose to eague has referred to—a paper of less than a | seen by the subscribers of one or the other of || the miserable pittance they receive for the adver- 
thousand circulation—advertised the lettings for || these two papers, scattered here and there through- | tisements awarded to them. I believe that if we 
cation the State of Alabama. | out the State? It seems to me that it would be || were to strike out the whole appropriation, no 
master Mr. FLORENCE. et the members for Ala- !! much fairer to assign the advertising to papers in || interest in the country would sulier, and that the 
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papers of the country would be more honest in | 


the expression of their opinions upon public 
measures. 
Mr. FLonence’s amendment was rejected. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I now ask for a vote on my 
motion to strike out the whole clause. I make 
the motion in good faith. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHAFFEE 
and McQueen; were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 64, noes 65. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr.REAGAN 
be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s amend- 
ment would more properly come in at the end of 
the bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. Let my amendment be read. 


The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


I now ask that my amendment 


That whenever any contract authorizing the carrying of 
the United States mails shall be changed under the author 
ity of an act of Congress, said contract shall be readvertised 
and relet as other contracts are. 


Mr, PHELPS, of Missouri. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order that amendment. It is not 
germane, in the first place; and in the second, it 
ehanges an existing law. 

Mr. REAGAN. I was prepared for such an 
objection, and am not surprised that it comes from 
the genticman from Missouri. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
need not be surprised, for the 
Missouri has objected to every 
in order. 


on 


The gentleman 
rentleman from 
amendment not 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the | 


gentleman’s amendment is not in order, 
Mr. REAGAN. Permit me to say a word. I 


objected to the amendment changing an existing | 


contract. The Chair overruled me, and decided 
the amendment to be in order. I now only ask 
to amend so asto limit the terms under which 


that change of existing contract shall be made. | 


Surely, if it be in order to change an existing con- 
tract, it is equally in order to limit the terms of 
that change. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment to which 
the gentleman refers was germane to the pend- 
ing clause of the bill; and the Chair thinks that 
this is not. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to say 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I must object to 

edebate. The clauses of the bill are being read for 
amendment; and no amendment is in order not 
germane to the amendment pending. 

Mr. REAGAN. [| appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. I have a right to place a restriction 
upon an innovation made upon the bill. 

Mr. GROW. What is the paragraph to which 
the gentleman proposes his amendment ? 

The Clerk read the clause, as follows: 





* Por advertising, $70,000.” 


Mr. REAGAN. 
come in after that as an independent clause. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
as an independent clause. The committee is con 
sidering the section just read. 


I propose my amendment to | 


It cannot be entertained | 


Mr. REAGAN. | withdraw my amendment, 


and will offer it at the end of the bill. 

Mr. COLFAX. I! 
blanks, $100,000,’ and toinsert in lieu thereof the 
following: 


For blanks, $80,000, to be printed by the lowest respons- 
ible bidder, atter advertisements inviting bids tor the same 


shall have been published at least thirty days by the Post- | 


master General. 


Mr. Chairman, I have two reasons for offering 


this amendment. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I make the point 


that the amendment is not in order. 
existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
the amendment is in order. The law provides for 
the printing of blanks. 

Mr. COLFAX. I have two reasons for offer- 
ing this amendment. The first is, that the sum 
for printing blanks has been largely increasing 
within the past few years, while every other item 


It changes 


| 


| 
| 


of the incidental expenses of the Post Office De- | 
partment has only gone on pari passu with the or- | 


dinary progress of postal business. For instance: 
the items for mail-bags, wrapping paper, locks, 
keys, Btamps, &c., are the same as they were 


move to strike out * For | 


| added to the clause for locks. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


' 


three years ago, and a very small increase beyond | 
what they were in 1852, seven years ago. This 
item, on the contrary, has more than doubled in | 
that time. The appropriation in 1852 was only | 
$45,000; increasing, in 1850, to $80,000; and now 
coming up to $100,000. I think that we ought to 
retrench here, for 1 am certain that double the 
amount of blanks is not required now, that were 


required in 1552; the other incidental expenses || 


of the Department remaining nearly the same. 


The second reason for my amendment is this: || 


soth branches of Congress, by deliberate votes, 

at the last session, passed a Jaw requiring these 
blanks to be printed by the lowest bidder; but 
when the Post Office appropriation bill was sent 
to acommittee of conference in the expiring hours 
of the session, that clause was struck out, with 
others like it that had been agreed upon by both 
Houses. This is within the knowledge and rec- | 
ollection of the members of this House. This pro- 
vision ought to be placed in the appropriation bill, 
and ought to be the general law of the land in 
regard to this thing. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. That the expend- | 
iture under this head has increased, is true; but | 
it has increased in consequence of the increase of | 
mail matter. Itis for the printing of the usual 
blanks known as the way-bills, the quarterly ac- 
counts current, the fegisters of mails received, 
and the registers of mails sent. Since the year 


indicated by the gentleman from Indiana, the | 
number of post offices has increased from twenty- || 


Con- | 


two thousand to twenty-eight thousand. 


sequently, the number of these blanks, necessary || 


for the business of the Post Office, has increased 
in proportion. The gentleman, however, does 


not recur to the fact that at the last session of || 


Congress, we appropriated, for this fiscal year, 


| $125,000 for these blanks. The Postmaster Gen- | 


eral recommended an appropriation of a similar 


/amount to be made now; but the Committee of 


Ways and Means have reduced it to the sum 
named in the bill—$100,000. 

Mr. COLFAX. Will the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means allow me to say one 
word. I state that | am authorized by responsi- 
ble printers to say that they will do this work at 
less than one half that is now paid for it. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. These proposi- 
tions, Mr. Chairman, are unaccompanied by any | 
guarantee. It is an easy matter to say that we 
could obtain printing, or labor, or have our public | 
buildings erected, ata much cheaper rate than we | 
now pay. Disappointed applicants oftentimes 
make such declarations. In all the branches of 
the Government, persons who have been disap- | 
pointed in getting employment have declared that | 


GLOBE, 


4) 
||-for these ve 


'| figure. 


|| more widely to frauds. 
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pepents he will find proposals 
ty supplies. 
| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Iam quite opposed 
| to these conditions, which it seems to be the de- 
| sire and determination of the committee to insist 
_upon. I have no idea, nor will the experience 
of the Department sustain the flosition, that these 
conditions at all guard against fraud. On the con. 
trary, | have heard it repeated, again and again 
that frauds are constantly committed under the 
application of this very principle of letting to the 
lowest bidder. It is not often that the worthiest 
and most acceptable bid, as well as the most eco. 
nomical one, is that which ranges at the lowest 
Those who are experienced in biddine 
| fix the highest prices for articles that are to be of 
| less frequent employment; and in the inverse 
| order. And so it occurs, oftentimes, that the ar. 
ticle proposed to be supplied at the lowest figure 
is the worst for the practical use of the Depart. 
ment. I think it is not always the case that the 
principle of giving the contract to the lowest bidder 
is the best protection against frauds. Indeed, the 
contrary is frequently the case, particularly when 
the principle is attempted to be applied under cir. 
cumstances illy adapted to it. It opens a door 
I think we may go too 
far with the principle, and that its application in 
this connection would not be judicious. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend.the amend- 
ment by inserting the word ‘* responsible’? be. 
fore the word ‘* bidder;’’ and I desire to say that, 
as Punderstand it, these mail locks are patented 
locks—the result of discoveries on the part of 
individuals who have received patents for their 
discoveries. After ample trial and tests, the De- 
partment decides which lock is best suited for the 
protection of the mails, and, having ascertained 
the fact, purchases from the owner of the best 
lock. Now, under these circumstances, I do not 
know how this provision of the law could be ex- 
ecuted. It does seem to me that it would be cal- 
culated to create mischief and embarrassment. 

Mr. OLIN. The statement of the gentleman 
from Virginia satisfies me that my amendment is 
wrong; and I withdraw it. 

Mr. HATCH. I renew the amendment, with 
the addition of the words ‘‘ with adequate secu- 
rity.”’? Itis well known that the State of New 
York js more largely engaged in internal improve- 


| at the Washington 





they would be willing to perform the service at a || 


less rate. 

This clause only proposes to appropriate so 
much money as may be necessary to procure 
such blanks as are needed in the post offices 
throughout the country for the next fiscal year. 
In the opinion of the Postmaster General, a larger | 
sum was necessary; but the Committee of Ways | 
and Means concluded to reduce the estimate. 

The question was taken on Mr. Coxrax’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 


Mr PURVIANCE. I move that the commit- 
tee do now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. OLIN. The principle that has been ap.- | 
plied to the printing of the blanks, I wish to have 
also applied to the other items of appropriation— 
that the work shall be given to the lowest bidder. 
That principle is right in itself, and I see no reason | 
why it should not be applied to all these appro- 
priations. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The existing law requires 
that proposals for all supplies shall be in #riting. | 

Mr. OLIN. No matter about that. I move to | 
amend by adding to the clause, * for wrapping | 
paper,’’ the following proviso: 


Provided, That the contract for supplying the same shall | 
be given to the lowest bidder. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Tohatisthelaw now. | 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the committee do | 
now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. OLIN. I offer a similar proviso, to be | 


Mr. FLORENCE. If the gentleman will look 


ments than any other State of this Union. After 
a struggle for years, in consequence of the cor- 
ruption practiced in the contracts for the public 
works, the people of that State adopted an amend- 
ment to their constitution providing that all con- 
tracts for public service should be given to the 
persons who would do the work at the lowest 
price, with adequate security. This is now a part 
of the organic law of the State of New York, and 
by it that State has saved millions of dollars, I 
have nodoubt. I have sought an opportunity to 
introduce a resolution here, making that a general 


| law, applicable to every department of the Gov- 


ernment; but I was told by the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads that 
there was a law applicable to this branch of the 
service. -I understand, now, that such is not the 
case; and, therefore, 1 hope my amendment will 


| be adopted. 


Mr. LETCHER. Unless history is very much 
at fault, as we derive it from the newspapers, this 
provision of the constitution of New York has led 
to very serious consequences; for nottwo months 
since it was stated that the canal board, acting 
under this provision, had actually run the State 
into debt to the amount of millions. 

Mr. HATCH. There is no telling how much 
they would have run it into debt without that 
provision. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE. | am opposed to this amend- 
ment, for the reason that 1 am opposed to the en- 
tire contract system. lask gentlemen to examine 
the stationery furnished them here, and they will 
find there a practical exemplification of the folly 
of the contract system. 1 do not intend to reflect 
on any of the officers of this House; but I think 


' that the Government is daily robbed under the 
| contract system. I would have the officers of this 


Government honest enough to go into open mar- 
ket and purchase, on fair competition, all the 
supplies needed for the Government. We should 








not then have these constant investigations to as- 
certain whether officers of the Government have 
been guilty of fraud or nfalfeasance in office. 








== 


1 


_ 


Tr 


— 


knov 
tlem: 
no si 
ernm 
up uK 
wise 
this 
any 
dete! 
that 
no mw 
caus 
taint 
ship 
use 
awa 
)OSE 
fH tl 
the | 
the | 
bee 
{Re 
N 
cant 
that 
be g 
ard 


ies 


cant 
“ QO 
dles 
he. 
ure 
a gt 
bre 


n 


om 
this 
the 


Sere 


fo! 


evi 
evi 


th 


fu 


a} 
ru 


8\ 


it 


